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A Good Enough Lent
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CALENDAR REMINDERS
March 2nd –
Ash Wednesday
Joint Worship with Journey
Community Church
7:00 in the Family Center
March 9 and 23 – Midweek
Devotional and Prayer

Growing up in New Orleans, the traditions and rituals of the Catholic Church
seeped through much of my upbringing. I love a Friday Fish Fry and the treats
off of a Saint Joseph altar. Even as I casually enjoyed the offerings of our local
parishes, Ash Wednesday services and fasting throughout Lent were not
observed in the same way in my Baptist-Presbyterian upbringing.
Since my childhood, Presbyterians have warmed up to these rituals,
recovering and reclaiming these sacred traditions and theological truths
filtered through our Protestant and Reformed lenses. Ash Wednesday
reminds us of the finitude of our lives and invites us into a season of
deepening our walk with Jesus as he makes his journey to the cross so that we
might believe in resurrection and new life. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
have become some of my favorite services in the church, and I pray that you
will come to discover new meaning and hope in them as well.
Author and Duke Divinity School professor, Kate Bowler, has co-written a new
Lenten devotional titled, Good Enough: 40ish Devotionals for a Life of
Imperfection. Our Lenten worship will remind us of this truth: Perfection is
impossible, but transformation isn’t. With this devotional as our companion,
together we will pray, immerse ourselves in the stories of Christ’s ministry,
and reflect on our own lives. And in doing so, “We can begin to feel less alone,
more loved, and less judged when good is… enough.”

March 13th –
Daylight Saving Time Begins

As a recovering Perfectionist, I am in constant reminder that God has placed inside each of us all that we need to
discover beauty, joy, and ways to make meaning in this life – a life that we all know is unpredictable and comes
with an expiration date. And God gives us community, the gift of St. Mark Presbyterian Church, so that we may
reflect and embody together God’s abiding love, especially when it feels our lives are far from perfect. We are,
indeed, good enough.
We will start our Lenten journey
with a special joint Ash Wednesday service
on March 2nd at 7pm in the Family Center.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Kathy

Upcoming Events
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
March 6
Good Enough:
Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
1st Sunday in Lent
March 13
Good Enough:
Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith
2nd Sunday in Lent
March 20
Good Enough:
Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith
3rd Sunday in Lent

Time Change Reminder
Sunday, March 13th
Set your clocks forward one
hour before going to bed on
Saturday night, March 12th.

Souper Bowl of Caring
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this year’s
Souper Bowl of Caring. Pictured below is Pastor
Kathy Lee-Cornell blessing the non-perishable food
collected (236 pounds)! There was just over $200
contributed as well. The spirit of giving is so
powerful at St. Mark.

March 27
Good Enough:
Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith
4th Sunday in Lent

God Bless You on Your Birthday
March 5
Jacie Minick
March 10
Kat Hutchings
March 15
Cathy Schingle
March 16
Phyllis Speck

Book Review Club

March 19
Pauline Millender
March 25
Sabrina King
March31
Bunty Taylor

March 2
A special joint worship service is planned for
St. Mark and Journey Community Church.
Worship is at 7:00 in the Family Center.

Joanne Szalay invites you to join the Third Thursday Book Review Club
Next meeting is Thursday, March 17
10:30 a.m. in the church parlor.
This club meets five times a year (February, March,
April, October and November)
The April meeting will include lunch at DAC.
For more information, please contact Joanne Szalay.
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Bulletin Board

Stated Meeting of the Session, January 17, 2021.
•

Motion passed to elect Marilyn Jackson and
Susie Miller as Commissioners to the Stated
Presbytery Meeting, Saturday February 12,
2022, Trinity Presbyterian Church, McKinney,
8:00am – 12:30pm.

Treasurer's Report
Operating Fund – YTD unrestricted contributions are
under budget by $3,000, and $28,000 less than last
year. YTD expenses are $9,000 below budget, and
$22,000 below last year. Bottom line, we are
approximately $2,000 cash positive YTD which is
$6,500 better than budget and $8,000 less than last
year.

Sympathy
Sympathy to Anne Carlson and family
in the of her daughter, Krista. Krista
was promoted to Glory on February 4.
A private memorial service will be held
in the spring.

Lent begins this week so this month you get a handful of “Randall’s Odds and Ends” on Lent.
*A reminder that Lent is the 40 days (excluding Sundays) from Ash Wednesday to Easter.
This year, that is March 2 through April 17.
*The 40 days comes from the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness as he began his ministry.
*It is a time of preparation for celebrating easter.
*You may be like me and grew up in a church that didn’t talk about Lent. A lot of Protestants didn’t. But over the last 50
years many have found that observing Lent is a meaningful experience.
*The traditional way of observing Lent has been to give up or fast from something for the 40 days. A food, a bad habit, etc.
*In recent years I know some folks who have chosen to take on something during Lent instead of fasting. A daily act of
kindness, a new prayer practice, etc.
*Both ways of observing Lent might be meaningful to you. The important thing is to choose something that is a bit
challenging but not impossible. It probably isn’t meaningful if you choose something that you are bound to fail. It’s not a
good idea to go out and try to run a marathon if you have done no more than walk around the block the last year. Same
thing applies to Lent. You are not looking for perfection. How about good enough?
*You are going to hear the phrase “Good Enough” around St Mark during Lent.
*There’s a new book with that title by Kate Bowler. The subtitle is “40ish Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection.” Sounds
intriguing. I have a copy of “Good Enough” and I have just started to look at it.
*Kathy’s sermons and St Mark’s worship during Lent is going to be influenced by “Good Enough.”
*It should be a great Lent and then Easter at St Mark.
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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Lenten Mid-Week Devotional
Prayer Gathering

All are invited to join Pastor Kathy for a time of devotional and prayer in the Sanctuary on the following dates:
Wednesday, March 9th at noon
Wednesday, March 23rd at noon
Wednesday, April 6th at noon
There is nothing to prepare in advance. Just come as you are for a time of Lenten reflection and prayer with
one another.

St. Mark Presbyterian Church
9999 Ferguson Road
Dallas, TX 75228
Non-Profit Organization

12:00p Lent Devotional
(Sanctuary)

12:00p Lent Devotional
(Sanctuary)

