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CALENDAR REMINDERS 

April 14th  –  
Maundy Thursday 
7:00 Worship 

April 15th – 
Good Friday 
7:00  Worship 

April 17th –  
Resurrection Sunday 
9:15  Continental Breakfast 
10:30 Worship 

Spring into Spring? Not So Fast. 
 

I think it is fairly safe for me to say that the cold days of winter are behind us 
here in Texas. Thank you, Jesus! We are now relishing in that small window of 
time each year when we can actually enjoy being outdoors. By all means, soak 
in as much as you can. Freshen up your patios! Fire up the grill! Invite friends 
over to share a cheese board!  
 

The Spring season sure has a way of making an entrance with all its colors and 
long-awaited warmth. I also think the good news of COVID’s declining threat 
(at the moment) also adds to the heightened sense of joy we are experiencing 
these days. And while I do believe we ought to celebrate the good things 
happening all around us, I am always nervous when I start to see signs and 
symbols representing Easter popping up before Good Friday.  
 

Walking my dog around the neighborhood, I notice there are already wreaths 
of pink lilies hanging on doors and those plastic white crosses with “He is 
Risen” printed on them already staked proudly across people’s front lawns. 
 

Yes, Easter Sunday, the good news of Christ’s resurrection is indeed the 
message for us to proclaim and share boldly. Yet, we have to remember Easter 
does not come before the pain of Good Friday. We have to remember that 
there is death before there is the promise of new life.  
 

On Sunday, April 10th, the sanctuary doors of St. Mark will be fully opened 
once again for Holy Week. Join us as we shout “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday, 
gather at the Lord’s Table on Maundy Thursday, and bear witness to the 
suffering of Christ and his death on Good Friday. How much more then will we 
be ready and eager to wake up on Easter Sunday morning to behold the risen 
Christ?  
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It may be tempting to spring into Spring, to skip over the pain and the lament around us and only focus on the 
joy and the celebration of Easter. Yet, I hear the Holy Spirit saying, “Not so fast.” We have waited two long 
years to return to Holy Week, let’s not rush through this sacred time together. Let’s not rush through this 
Lenten journey with Jesus to the cross before the tomb. 
 

As Biblical scholar William Willimon reminds us, “Despite our earnest efforts, we couldn't climb all the way up 
to God. So what did God do? In an amazing act of condescension, on Good Friday, God climbed down to us, 
became one with us.” Yes, we do not need to climb, only to remain present to our loving God who has come to 
be with us.  
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Kathy  
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Sunday Sermons 

April 3 – 5th Sunday in Lent 
John 12:1-8 
Good Enough: We Are Fragile 
Communion Sunday 

April 10 – Palm Sunday 
Luke 19: 28-40 

Good Enough: You Are a Group Project 

April  14 – Maundy Thursday 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Good Enough:  We Are Blessed, Regardless 

April 15 – Good Friday 
Service of Tenebrae 
John 18:1-19, 42 
Good Enough:  Even Today, God is Here 

April 17 – Resurrection of the Lord 
John 20:1-18 
A Good Enough Faith 

St. Mark Shepherds 

The Shepherd list has been updated 
and is being managed by your 
Session.  Each session member has 
been assigned a group of members 
and they will be checking in with 
each of you.  Please let your Shepherd or the 
church office know if you are in need of help or 
prayer. 

Directory Update 

John Carver 
Contact church office.

April Birthdays 

April 1 April 12 
 Ann Gordon Valerie Bassett 
 Ann O’Neal April 13  
April 3 Doug Duncan 
 Thomas Munoz  Mercy Shea 
 Donna Simes April 15 
April 6 Alice McLean 
 Souvenir Swift April 20 
April 8 Sandra Knapp 
 Noylene Howard April 21 
April 9 Anne Carlson
 Kathleen Arthur April 22 
 Don McGowan  Patti Aulenbach 
April 10 John Carver 
 Nikki Guinnee April 30
April 11 Bill Grayson 
 Bruce Huckaba  

Treasurer's Report 

Operating Fund – YTD unrestricted contributions 
are under budget by $3,000 but $26,000 less than 
last year. YTD expenses are $10,500 below 
budget, and $26,000 below last year.  Bottom line, 
we are approximately $5,000 cash positive YTD 
which is $7,700 better than budget and $700 less 
than last year. 
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Lately on my social media feeds I have been reminded of all 

sorts of COVID-19 related two-year anniversaries for lots of 

people.  Things like the first streamed worship or Zoom Bible 

study.  Or the quest for toilet paper.  At the same time, I am 

getting these reminders I have also been returning pretty 

much to ordinary life.  But I have thought a bit about what 

the last two years have been like.  It has been quite a long 

two years. 

Last year I worked with a small group of Presbyterian pastors and educators to develop a “Post 
Pandemic Pondering and Planning” resource.  One of the activities involved pondering these 
questions about our experience of the pandemic era: 
 

• What has given you strength and life? 

• What are you mourning from the past two years? 

• Where have you seen God at work? 

• What was lost? 

• What would rest and renewal look like for you? 

• What do you need to leave behind in order to move forward? 
 
As we move into the end of Lent and towards the celebration of Easter, I thought these might 
be good things for us all to ponder as well.  I hope you will think about them.  Wherever and 
however you like to do your best pondering.  Perhaps you might chat with others about them 
as well. 
 
And you might try this little prayer activity that was part of the original exercise: 
 

• Breathe in (something to embrace/something that has energized you) 

• Breathe out (something that you need to let go/something that has drained you) 

• Repeat as needed.  
 
Let me know how it goes. 
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Special Easter Offering 

 

EASTER OFFERING 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

Spring is now here and Easter is not far behind so 
it’s time to turn our hearts toward our annual 
Easter Offering.  This year, St. Mark will be 
contributing half of our Easter Offering to the One 
Great Hour of Sharing which supports many of the 
works of the Presbyterian Church.  The other half 
will be donated to Ukrainian relief efforts through 
the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program.  
Please prayerfully consider your donation to these 
wonderful causes. 
 

Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

Sympathy 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Melba Hale and family in 

the death of long-time member 
John Hale.  John was promoted to 
Glory on March 13th.  A memorial 
service will take place at noon on 
Sunday, April 3rd.  A reception will 
follow in the parlor where you can 
greet Melba, family, and friends. 

 
 

Church Pantry 
 

The church pantry is in need of: 
Canned soups, meats, pasta 
meals like spaghetti and ravioli, 
vegetables, and bottled water. 
 

Thanks so much for your help. 

 

Thank You! 
 

Dear St. Mark, 
 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, rides, calls, and 
more during my shoulder surgery and recovery. 
Fred Rogers said, " Look for the helpers."  I found 
some!   
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus! 
 

Love, in Christ, 

Susie Miller  
 

 

Church Beautification Day 
 

 
 
We had a great Church Beautification Day on 
Saturday March 19th.   Thanks to the following 
members for your hard work that day! 
 
Danny Robinson  Jeff Taylor 
Bill Grayson   Kathleen Hale 
Bill Oney   Pelham Swift 
Hunter Swift   Preston Swift 
Rev Kathy Lee-Cornell  Owen Lee-Cornell 
Gabe Lee-Cornell  Christi Malouf 
Alan Aulenbach  Patti Aulenbach 
 
Pelham Swift 
Property Committee 
 
 

 

Easter Continental Breakfast 
 

Please plan to join your church family for a Continental Breakfast on Easter Sunday. A variety of items, such as 
sausage balls, muffins, fruit, and scones, will be offered from 9:15 - 10:15. 
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Stated Meeting of the Session, February 21, 2022. 
 

• Motion passed that we explore the idea of opening the playground to the neighborhood children by 
creating an ad hoc committee with representatives from the Membership & Evangelism, Property, 
Mission and Outreach committees, including a Trustee, to come up with proposed policies and 
guidelines reporting back to the Session in March or April.  The ad hoc committee will consist of Bill 
Grayson, Kathleen Hale, and Bill Oney. 

 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
 

 

 

EASTER LILIES 

 
The Worship and Music Committee will be taking orders for Easter Lilies to decorate our 
Sanctuary on Easter Sunday.   Forms will be available this Sunday.  If you are unable to be in 
church, please call the church office to place your order. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
9999 Ferguson Road 
Dallas, TX  75228 
Non-Profit Organization  

 

 

 
 

 


