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During our worship service on January 2nd, I introduced to the congregation
a new tradition that many Presbyterian churches are practicing known as
“Star Words.” The tradition of Star Words is inspired by our celebration and
recognition of Epiphany, the visible manifestation of God in the world through
Jesus Christ. In particular, we celebrate and remember how people from afar
were given a star to follow that would eventually lead them to the Christ
child.
The gospel of Matthew tells us how the magi arrived in Bethlehem and at the
sight of Jesus with his mother Mary, they could not contain their joy, worship,
and their generosity! And they left Bethlehem trusting in God to guide them
along a different path as they returned home. Who wouldn’t want a bright star
in the sky to direct our path and lead up to the very presence of God?
This is where the Star Words come in! The prayer is for the word you
received (or chose for yourself) to inspire you to look for God’s light shining in
your life, steadily guiding you through the journey of faith and life you are on
at this moment. Here are some ideas on how to invite the Star Word to
become a part of your spiritual life and practices:
• Place your Star Word in a place where you can see it first thing in the
morning, setting your sights and intention for the day (e.g. bathroom
mirror, car dashboard, on the coffee pot).
• Create a visual representation of the Star Word and hang it
somewhere you will see daily. When you pray, take a moment to
meditate on this piece of art.
• Look up and write down the various definitions associated with your
word and other similar words. Journal about how this relates to where
you are today, spiritually, physically, and emotionally.
• Carry the Star Word with you whenever and wherever you feel like
you need it – to doctor’s appointments, dinner with family and friends,
as you sort through belongings of a loved one.

As beloved children of God, God’s Light is shining forth in our lives. Epiphany marks the dawning of God’s
revelation in this world and we are being led to Christ so that we may know true joy and peace.
Enjoy this except from a poem by Ann Weems, entitled Kneeling in Bethlehem:
And I can pass on to you the love that has been given to me,
ignited countless times by others who have knelt in Bethlehem’s light.
Perhaps, if you ask, God will give you a star.
Gratefully journeying with all of you,
Rev. Kathy Lee-Cornell

Bulletin Board
CONGRATULATIONS
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
January 2 – “A Year of Seeing Stars”
Isaiah 60:1-6: Matthew 2:1-12
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Nikki Duncan Guinnee and Saul Villalon had a
private wedding on December 26,
2020, and a public pirate and princess
wedding celebration on December 26,
2021.

January 9 –
Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Baptism of the Lord

Congratulations Nikki and Saul.

January 16 –
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
Guest Preacher – Rev. Dr. Richard Selby
January 23 – Lost and Found- Time
Genesis 1:1-2: 4
January 30 – Lost and Found - History
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

God Bless You on Your Birthday
January 4
Vickie Lall
January 5
Selina Cantu
Sue Duncan
January 15
Cody Robinson
Travis Stephen

January 24
Norma Murray
January 26
Clive Duncan
January 27
Mary Allison Crawley
January 30
Marie Chambers
January 31
Marilyn Jackson

White Rock Center of Hope
Sunday, January 9th
Pantry Items Needed: canned meat products and
canned tuna. Any boxed shelf items, such as
Hamburger Helper, Suddenly Salad, Jell-O, Ramen
Noodles, etc.
Thank you!

Thank You!
St. Mark Church Family,
Bob and I are so very blessed by the
generosity of this congregation.
Thank you so much for your gift and
your loving support. You continue to
be such a remarkable congregation,
existing to know Jesus and to make Him known.
May God bless you richly in the coming year. And
may God continue to bless this church and its
leadership.
Blessings,
Kat Hutchings and Bob King

Sympathy
Sympathy to the family of Bob Schindler, husband
of Jo Schindler who is JoAnn Parsley’s mother.
Mr. Schindler was promoted to Glory on December
5, 2021. Services were at Ariel Pointe in Sachse on
December 16th.
Sympathy to the Grayson and
Hunter families in the death of
Bob Hunter, Cecilia’s father.
Mr. Hunter was promoted to
Glory on Friday, December 17th.
Services will be in Marble Falls
on January 8, 2022.
Prayers are appreciated by these families who have
recently lost someone so dear.

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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Stewardship
Treasurer's Report

Special Christmas Offering
Update
Thanks to the generosity of the St. Mark
congregation, we exceeded our goal for the
Christmas Offering this year by raising $4,440.
Your contributions will be greatly appreciated by
the PC(USA) Joy Offering and the Ministry of Hope.
Thank you again for participating in this worthy
cause.
Bruce Huckaba,
Stewardship and Finance

Operating Fund – YTD unrestricted contributions
are under budget by $200, and $12,900 less than
last year. YTD expenses are $7,800 below budget,
and $14,000 below last year. Bottom line, we are
approximately $4,600 cash positive YTD which is
$7,300 better than budget and $300 better than
last year.

Commitment Sunday – January 23rd
The Session of St. Mark invites you to participate in our annual stewardship program.
Commitment Sunday will be January 23rd this year. We have been blessed to be able to
gather in person the past several months and continue to provide worship online through
YouTube and Sermon.net. The work of the St Mark goes on in the community and around
the world.
•

•

The Operating Fund is the recipient of our tithes and provides funding for worship and music, Christian
education, utilities, building maintenance and salaries at St. Mark, as well as our support for all
PC(USA) and other mission and outreach ministries (including the White Rock Center of Hope,
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services, Grace Presbyterian Village, and the Ministry of Hope in
Malawi, Africa).
If you wish to make a Faith Promise to another permanent fund, such as the Capital Fund or the
Mission Fund or the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, you will also have an opportunity to do
that. However, please make this promise as an “over and above” gift after supporting the Operating
Fund.

Please watch for more information and a Faith Promise card coming in the mail soon, and join us on Sunday,
January 23 as we once again commit to the future of St. Mark Presbyterian Church. Your financial commitment
to the support of St. Mark Presbyterian Church is vital to our future mission.
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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Lost & Found Sermon Series
Join us for worship on Sundays, starting January 23rd through February 5th for a five-part sermon series
where each week we will explore five aspects of our lives that have felt lost, disrupted, or disoriented over the
recent years:
• Time
• History
• Place
• Relationships
• Self
Inspired by the writings of author and Christian historian, Diana Butler Bass, together we will endeavor to
recollect and re-orient ourselves by starting once again at the very beginning of our Scripture with the book of
Genesis.
As Bass writes, "And at the very heart of finding our lost selves is relocating our hearts in and with God. There
is a journey beyond the pandemic, and we will find the way a step at a time."
Thanks so much!
Kathy
So, we have left 2021 behind and are moving into 2022.
Last year had more ups and downs than we expected. We began a time of
pastoral transition at St Mark. We got vaccines for COVID. And some things
sort of returned to normal. But we also got variants. It was truly a roller
coaster sort of year.
As I do from time to time, I looked back to what I wrote at this time last year. In that article I included a
section of the PC(USA)’s “Belonging to God” catechism. It is a catechism for younger schoolchildren. But I
have always found it helpful to me as an adult.
So, I am going to share that same section again this year:
Question 1. Who are you? I am a child of God.
Question 2. What does it mean to be a child of God? That I belong to God, who loves me.
Question 3. What makes you a child of God?
Grace -- God's free gift of love that I do not deserve and cannot earn.
Question 4. Don't you have to be good for God to love you? No. God loves me in spite of all I do wrong.
Question 5. How do you thank God for this gift of love? I promise to love and trust God with all my
heart.
Question 6. How do you love God?
By worshipping God, by loving others, and by respecting what God has created.
I don’t know what 2022 will bring. I hope it is less of a roller coaster. I hope that there are more ups than
down. But it is starting out pretty stressful for many folks.
But what I do know is that I am a child of God and that God loves me. And that’s pretty good.

SESSION
Stated Meeting of the Session, November 15, 2021.
•
•

Motion passed to approve an additional $5,000 for Capital Fund updates and repairs, including
concrete replacement, playground repairs and Family Center kitchen lighting.
Motion passed to sell furnishings and game equipment in the Family Center classrooms after offering
free to the congregation prior to sale.

A copy of these minutes may be found on the Session board.

Sandwich Sunday
January 30, 2022
On those months with five Sundays, St. Mark is blessed with the opportunity to make,
deliver and serve sandwiches to the homeless at Austin Street Center. Sign-up sheets
are in the narthex. We will update you on whether we will be handing out sandwiches
or delivering them this month. As always, thank you all for your continuing support!
Your Sandwich Lady
Dee Huckaba
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