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Service of Word and Sacrament 
 
April 1, 2021  7:00 p.m. 

Order of Worship 
 

 Prelude “Blessed Assurance” Handbell Choir 
  (arr. Larry Sue) 
 

 Greeting and Call to Worship (Responsive) Liturgist and Congregation 
Let us worship the Lord our God. On this night Christ, the Lamb of God, gave 
himself into the hands of those who would slay him. 
 On this night Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room. 
On this night Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat this bread 
and drink this cup may here proclaim his sinless life and sacrificial death and be 
partakers in his glorious resurrection, and at the last day reign with him in heaven. 

 On this night we gather together to rehearse Christ’s passion  
 and celebrate the new life God offers us in him. 

From generation to generation we celebrate this day as a festival to you, O Lord. 
 We remember with thanksgiving all your goodness to us. 
We lift the cup of salvation and call upon your name, O Lord.   
Let us rejoice and sing. 

 

 Prayer of Adoration (Responsive) Liturgist and Congregation 
Almighty God, your Son and faithful servant brought healing to the sick, words of 
comfort to the bereaved, and hope to the lost. 
 Yet they killed him, nailing him on a cruel cross. 
But you, O God, raised him to life and promise to raise us with him.  Hear us as 
we pray for ourselves and others. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) Liturgist and Congregation 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 Litany of Confession (Responsive) Pastor and Congregation 
God's love for the world has been revealed in Jesus Christ, who certainly loved us to 
the uttermost; Jesus – Savior and Lord – who at his last meal with his disciples  gave 
them – and us – that new commandment: “…love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another."



 

 
 

 Merciful God, we confess that so often our discipleship has been weak when we  
 have failed to serve as Jesus served;  
  forgive us. 
 When we have failed to love one another as Jesus loves us;  
  forgive us. 
 When we have been happy to proclaim our devotion  to Jesus with our lips 
 and then denied him by our actions;  
  forgive us. 
 Merciful God, empower us by your Spirit to be steady and true to you in  
 every time of trial; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Words of Assurance and Pardon Pastor 
This saying is true and reliable and all of you can believe it. Jesus Christ carried our 
sins in his body on the cross so that he can die for our sins and come alive to 
everything that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus we are all forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Amen.  
   

 Message   Rev. Dr. Paul Burns 
“Where You Go, I Will Follow:  Staying and Praying with Jesus” 

Psalm 116:1-2; Mark 14:32-42 
 

Pledge to Jesus 
 

Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your 
God my God. Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried. Where you live eternally, I will live.  

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
(You may at this time, partake of the elements as directed.) 

 

 Prayer of Celebration (Unison) Pastor and Congregation 
O Lord our God, we have accepted your Son, Jesus, as the Lord of our life. You 
taught us that unless we are conscious of him in our sisters and brothers, we 
will never truly be with you.  By this offering of bread and cup, we are reminded 
of your pledge to us in Christ.  Now we pledge our loyalty and service to you as 
we seek to serve the needs of others, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison) Pastor and Congregation 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us, demonstrating your love in symbols we can all understand. 
Accept our thanksgiving for the good gift of life we have received in Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Savior.  Now that we have been filled at your table, grant 
that we may go out into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves 
to others, and to feed the hungry world in need of the knowledge of your saving 
grace.  In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



 

 
 Special Music “Go to Dark Gethsemane” Handbell Choir 
  (arr. Albert Zabel) 
 

Let us remember Good Friday with the Seven Last Words Jesus spoke from the Cross. 
 

 

 The Seven Words from the Cross (Responsively) Pastor and Congregation 
 

Our Savior speaks in grace with words of mercy true: 

  “Forgive them, Father,” thus He prays: “They know not what they do.” 

  (Candle is extinguished – moment of silence follows) 
 

His wondrous pity see! Unto the thief He cries: 

  “Today, I tell you, you will be with me in Paradise.” 

  (Candle is extinguished – moment of silence follows)  
 

To Mary, looking on, “Behold your son,” He says, 

  “Behold your mother”; thus on John love’s burden gently lays. 

  (Candle is extinguished – moment of silence follows) 
 

Now hear the awful cry, sin’s dreadful burden see:  

  “My God, My God,” the Son shouts, “Why have you forsaken me?” 

  (Candle is extinguished – moment of silence follows)   
 

Special Music “O Savior of the World” Bill Grayson, Soloist 
  (John Yarrington) 
 

As Man for me He dies, sin’s pow’r has done its worst. 

   From hell’s dread agony He cries a simple word: “I thirst.” 

   (Candle is extinguished – moment of silence follows) 
 

“Tis finished,” says the Lord.  The burden on Him laid. 

   Of sinful thought and deed and word – the debt is fully paid. 

   (Candle is extinguished – moment of silence follows) 
 

“Father, into Your hands my spirit I commend.” 

    And He who hears and understand receives Him in the end. 

    (Candle is extinguished – moment of silence follows) 
 

 Closing Reflection “Amazing Grace” and “Tolling of the Bell” Organ/Bells 
   (The bell will toll 33 times – once for each year of Jesus’ earthly life.) 
 

Please leave the sanctuary in silence. 
 

Assisting in worship this evening is Kathleen Arthur, liturgist. 
 
 
 


