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reminders
January 19 – Commitment
Sunday
January 31 – Sandwich
Sunday (Please give to
Austin Street Center.)

Humorist writer, Dave Barry, began his year end 2020 review with some
positive news: Nobody in the US was killed by murder hornets. As far as
we know. By pretty much anyone’s appraisal, 2020 was challenging.
Reflecting on the past year, I admit there were some positives with new
opportunities. Thanks to Zoom, I was able to meet with people from all
over the world. I learned some new technologies. I reestablished
relationships with people I had not seen in years. It improved my prayer
life for sure as I regularly re-learned the importance of letting go and
letting God. This is a prayer from Chalice Worship that speaks to the new
year we are entering.
God of all times and yet beyond time, you call us into this
year still to be named. Help us travel light in faith and
expectation. Guide us in this new venture of imagination.
Make us bold witnesses to the in-breaking of your future.
Let us rest ou times in yours, confident that we do not enter
this new year alone.
Keeping our lives centered on God is going to open this new year to
opportunities to grow in our relationships with our Creator and each other.
The love light of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit will lead us forward
together.
Blessings, Pastor Rick

Bulletin Board
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
January 3 –
“Starting Over One More Time (with feeling)”
Psalm 147:12-20; John 1:10-18
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
January 10 – “Gifted”
Acts 19:1-7; Mark 4:1-11

The church pantry needs the
following items:
Tuna and Chicken Salad kits
Fruit cups

Directory Update

January 17 – “Even More”
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
January 24 – “Calling”
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
Commitment Sunday
January 31 – Being a Blessing”
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

God Bless You on Your Birthday
January 4
Vickie Lall
January 5
Selina Cantu
Sue Duncan
January 15
Cody Robinson
Travis Stephen

Church Pantry

January 24
Norma Murray
January 26
Clive Duncan
January 27
Mary Allison Crawley
January 30
Marie Chambers
January 31
Marilyn Jackson

Contact the church office for updates.

Thank You!
St. Mark Church Family,
Once again, we are blessed by the
generosity of this congregation.
What a challenging year this has
been. Thank you so much for your
gift and your loving support. You
continue to be such a remarkable congregation,
existing to know Jesus and to make Him known.
May God bless you richly in the coming year. And
may God continue to bless this church and its
leadership.
Blessings,
Kat Hutchings and Bob King

Sympathy
White Rock Center of Hope
Sunday, January 10th
Pantry Items Needed: canned meat products and
canned tuna. Any boxed shelf items, such as
Hamburger Helper, Suddenly Salad, Jell-O, Ramen
Noodles, etc.
Thank you!

Our deepest sympathy to the family of former
member Mary Lee Knippenberg. Mary was
promoted to Glory on December 1.
Sympathy also to Bob King and family in the
death of his brother Rich. Rich was promoted
to Glory on December 13.

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.

January 2021

Page 2

January 2021

INSERT CALENDAR

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.

Page 3

Bulletin Board
Treasurer's Report

Special Christmas Offering Update
Grateful thanks to all who have contributed to this
year’s Special Christmas Offering. As of December
27th, we have received contributions of
approximately two thirds of our goal of $5,000.
We will continue to receive contributions through
January 3rd. Your generous contributions this year
are going to the PC(USA) Joy Offering and to the
Scholarship Program of the Ministry of Hope in
Malawi, Africa.

Operating Fund - YTD income was $7,900 below
budget and YTD expenses were $13,400 below
budget, for a net $5,500 better than budgeted.

Commitment Sunday – January 24
The Session of St. Mark invites you to participate in our annual stewardship program. Our
theme again this year is “Stewardship Is Heart Work.” We are considering other options for
dedication of our Faith Promises to the Operating Fund, as well as volunteer opportunities
for various church responsibilities and activities, in case we are still not having in-church
worship on January 24.
•

•

The Operating Fund is the recipient of our tithes and provides funding for worship and music, Christian
education, utilities, building maintenance and salaries at St. Mark, as well as our support for all PC(USA) and
other mission and outreach ministries (including the White Rock Center of Hope, Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services, Grace Presbyterian Village, and the Ministry of Hope in Malawi, Africa).
If you wish to make a Faith Promise to another permanent fund, such as the Capital Fund or the
Mission Fund or the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, you will also have an opportunity to do
that. However, please make this promise as an “over and above” gift after supporting the Operating
Fund.

Please watch for more information and a Faith Promise card coming in the mail soon, and join us on Sunday,
January 24 as we once again commit to the future of St. Mark Presbyterian Church. Your financial commitment
to the support of St. Mark Presbyterian Church is vital to our future mission.
SANDWICH SUNDAY IS JANUARY 31, 2021
Due to the continued threat from COVID-19, we are once again asking for contributions
to feed the homeless at Austin Street Center. Please be sure to mark your contribution
“Sandwich Sunday”. Thank you all for your continuing support!
Dee Huckaba
Your Sandwich Lady
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I’ve thought a good bit about what to write this month as we move from 2020
into 2021.
I wanted to avoid all the cliches about the year as I think back over 2020. You
have all heard them too many times. I do know I am thankful for so many
people who made the year bearable. I am thinking of folks like the people who
brought groceries to my car. And the people who learned how to adapt and use technology to help us stay
connected. And so many others. I can’t list them all. But I bet you have your own list. Please give thanks for
them.
As I think about 2021, I am hopeful. Hopeful that vaccines will soon be widely distributed. Hopefully that I may
be able to gather with friends in the spring. But first we’ve got to get through the winter.
As I thought about getting through the winter and what gives me hope I remembered something I had not
thought about in a while. That is the opening questions of the “Belonging to God Catechism” of the PC(USA). It
was written for elementary age children, but I have often enjoyed reading it and sharing it with adults. Here
are the first six questions.
Question 1.
Question 2.
Question 3.
Question 4.
Question 5.
Question 6.

Who are you? I am a child of God.
What does it mean to be a child of God? That I belong to God, who loves me.
What makes you a child of God?
Grace -- God's free gift of love that I do not deserve and cannot earn.
Don't you have to be good for God to love you? No. God loves me in spite of all I do
wrong.
How do you thank God for this gift of love? I promise to love and trust God with all my
heart.
How do you love God?
By worshipping God, by loving others, and by respecting what God has created.

So, I am ending 2020 and starting 2021 with the reminder that no matter what happens I am a child of God. I
find hope in the fact that I belong to God and that God loves me. And I am called to live my life in response to
that hopeful truth. Perhaps you will find these words helpful too.

THANK YOU
Thank you for your gifts of adult and children’s socks, hats and gloves
this year! Also thank you for the wonderful response to the coat drive.
All of these donated items were delivered to Sharing Life Outreach in
Mesquite. Susie has a wonderful “Miracle” story to share about how
she was able to purchase 16 coats for just $53 at Goodwill Industries.
Don’t forget to ask her about it.
We thank you for your love and generous giving during the Christmas season!
Your Mission Committee
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SESSION
Stated Meeting of the Session, November 16, 2020.
•
•

Motion passed to authorize the Trustees to execute appropriate easement documents to dedicate a
Drainage Easement and an Alley Easement (corner clip) to the City of Dallas.
(This is to facilitate the new housing development on our old parking lot)
Motion passed to pay for the cost of the Advent Boxes from Camps and Conferences Special Fund and
the CE Miscellaneous Fund.

