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reminders
November 29
1st Sunday of Advent
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2nd Sunday of Advent
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3rd Sunday of Advent
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4th Sunday of Advent
Lessons and Carols
December 24
6:00 Candlelight Worship

The phrase “Happy Advent” is especially appropriate this year,
ranking right up there with “Merry Christmas.” Now that the political
advertisements are done and no longer popping up on my social
media feeds, in my emails, and on television, it’s time to get down to
business with the arrival of the Christ Child, the very enfleshment of
God, also known as the Incarnation.
Advent can be overshadowed by Christmas. The commercialization
of Christmas often tramples over the message of the baby in a
manger. It seems that baby Jesus has been supplanted by Santa Claus
and the reindeer. So, let’s take a look at what Advent actually means.
The word “advent” derives from the Latin “adventus,” which
means arrival. St. Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin, used
adventus as the translation of “parousia,” which in the New Testament
refers to the Second Coming of Christ. So, Advent, when it was first
celebrated, was a period of preparation for the second arrival of Jesus.
Over time, the remembrance of Jesus’ first arrival, his birth, took
precedence over the second coming. Fast forward to today, when we
frenetically spend the better part of two months “getting ready for
Christmas” while wearing ourselves out.
How can we, as Saint Mark and as a people, reclaim Advent? How
can we allow the season to speak to and calm our weary and frantic
souls, rather than being just one more thing we “have to do?” My
answer to these questions is simple: a careful, prayerful and
intentional observance of Advent. With this approach, pre-Christmas
activities will be seen in a different light. We may even find that some
of our activities are becoming less important and even non-essential.
Advent invites us to pause and reflect. A slower pace makes us more
aware of the promptings of the Holy Spirit, opening our eyes to that
which is Holy around us.
I could use some slowing down, and I’m guessing that so could
some of you. The Covid-19 pandemic is nudging me to accept a slower
pace. I have a whole new appreciation for living life, one day at a time,
on God’s terms. Let us move together into Advent as we watch and
pray.
Blessings, Pastor Rick

Upcoming Events
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
December 6 – “The Good News Begins”
Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
2nd Sunday of Advent
December 13 – “Listen Up”
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 20
Lessons and Carols
4th Sunday of Advent
December 24 6:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Worship

Sock Tree Time
Once again, the Mission & Outreach Committee
will provide the St. Mark Congregation with the
opportunity to dig a bit into their respective
pockets and bring new warm socks for children,
teens, and adults and deposit them into the basket
below the Christmas tree in the parlor. This year
warm gloves and hats are also welcome.
Let us fill the basket –
make that at least two baskets –
Christmas 2020!
Thank you,
Mission/Outreach Committee

December 27 – “Maranatha Marathon”
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40

God Bless You on Your Birthday
December 2
Phyllis Miller
December 3
Collin Stephen
December 6
Voni Robinson
December 7
Leigh Taylor
December 9
Pam McGuire
December 10
Randall McGee
December 11
Mary Moffitt

December 12
SuzAnne Munoz
December 13
Alex Crawley
December 14
Becky Page
December 15
Ron McMahon
December 27
Clint Taylor
December 29
Sheila Wahl
December 31
Diane Llywelyn
Emily Stephen

Church Office Holiday Schedule
The church office will be closed
on Thursday, December 24th.

Coat Drive
The coat drive was a huge success this
year. 35 coats were delivered to
Mesquite’s “Sharing Life.” Thank you
so much for your donations.
Mission and Outreach Committee

Give the Gift that Keeps Giving
Carter Blood Care
Blood donations are needed now more than ever.
While we are unable, at this time,
to sponsor a blood drive here at
the church, you can still give by
visiting one of the satellite
locations. Go to
carterbloodcare.org and click on
donate to find the site nearest you.
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Bulletin Board
Treasurer's Report

Directory Update

Please contact the church office for updates.

Special Christmas Offering

Operating Fund - YTD income was $8,850 below
budget and expenses were $9,070 below budget,
resulting in a net of $220 better than budgeted.

Welcome New Elders and Trustee
The following elders were elected in July and
Ordained/Installed on Sunday, November 29, 2020.
An official welcome to the Class of
2023: Marilyn Jackson, Bruce
Huckaba, Dee Huckaba, and trustee
Alan Aulenbach. Also installed on
Sunday were Sheila Wahl, elder Class
of 2021 and Bill Grayson, trustee Class of 2022
(both filling unexpired terms.) Elder Cathy Schingle
will be ordained and installed at a later date.
Thank you for your service Class of 2020: Elders,
Dick Arthur, Bill Grayson, Charles Miller, Becky
Page, trustee Alan Aulenbach Thank you also to
elder, Joanne Szalay and trustee, Jacie Minick.

St. Mark members are asked to open their hearts
for our Special Christmas Offering. Half of the
funds received will go to the Joy Offering and half
will go to the Ministry of Hope in Malawi, Africa.
The Joy Offering provides support for retired and
active pastors and
church workers and
their families, as well
as support for the
racial-ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA).
The Ministry of Hope serves
orphans, infants and widows in
rural Malawi, Africa. Our offering
this year will be used to provide
scholarship support for children
from the villages served by the
Ministry of Hope who are
attending high school, college, and vocational trade
schools.
The Session has set a goal of $5,000 for this year’s
offering. Please prayerfully consider your gift to
the offering as a reflection of your gratitude for the
multitude of blessings that you have received.
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Advent is here again.
The beginning of the liturgical year.
Four weeks of waiting for and anticipation of the celebration of Christmas.
The time of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” and “Come Thou Long Expected
Jesus.”
The time of waiting and pondering the meaning of peace, hope, love, and joy.
Yes, Advent is a season of waiting.
But Advent 2020 like the rest of the year will be different than any Advent I have ever experienced.
If I am being honest, I have to admit a season focused on waiting does not appeal to me this year. I am tired
of waiting.
I’ll admit I was never really good at it. I was the kid who did a lot of snooping around gifts at Christmas time.
But we have done so much waiting this year.
And the good news about vaccines makes me feel like a kid waiting for Christmas to get here.
That’s another new thing about 2020; Randall is excited about getting a shot or even two shots.
Yes, I am tired of waiting.
But wait we must.
So, we might as well ponder again peace, hope, love, and joy.
And as we long for Jesus I’ll ponder the meaning of the words that the gospel of Luke tells us that Mary spoke
long ago:
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations
will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his
name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise.”
My prayer is that you will have a blessed Advent and that you will find meaning in this season even if you are
as tired of waiting as I am.

December 20th - “Lessons and Carols”
A service of music and scripture will be presented during the 10:30am worship service.

December 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Worship begins at 6:00 p.m.
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Sing Anyway
I will bless the LORD at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
let the humble hear and be glad.
O magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt his name together.
Psalm 34: 1—3
How can I bless the Lord at all times? I already mentioned how I struggle with a constant inner monologue—
how can I manage to praise God continually instead? God has provided an answer—music! Song! By singing, we
can truly "bless the Lord at all times."
This is where people begin to balk and bring up their subpar singing voices—but friends, this is not a
performance. This is communication with God, who made and loves us. Singing is one of the best and quickest
ways to get something into your head and keep it there, and hymns are wonderful vehicles for glorifying God.
Any type of music will work—whatever speaks to you and is easy to remember. There is always "Jesus Loves
Me"—because he does.
God's gift to us of music and singing provides us with the perfect way to "exalt [God's] name together!"
God, thank you for music. Please help me to sing a
song of praise in my heart today. Amen.
Lindy Thompson, Franklin, Tennessee
PRACTICING FAITHFULNESS
SCRIPTURE: PSALM 34: 1—8

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Stated Meeting of the Session, October 19, 2020.
 Motion passed to continue in-person worship.
(At a called meeting of the Session on
November 23rd, it was decided that attendance
would be limited to no more than 30 people in
the sanctuary.)
A full set of Session minutes are available to read on
the Session bulletin board.

White Rock Center of Hope
Sunday, December 6th
Canned Meat Products and Canned
Tuna. Any & all kinds of Canned
Vegetables - plus condiments & any
shelf products such as: Hamburger
Helper, Suddenly Salad, Jell-O, Ramen
Noodles, etc. Also, any Holiday Fare
items such as Pumpkin, Cranberry Sauce, Boxed
Dressing, etc.

What a blessing and a joy it is to be a
part of the ministry
at St. Mark Presbyterian Church.
The staff wishes you good health,
peace, love, and joy this Christmas
and throughout the coming year.
Pastor Rick Brooks
Gary O’Neal
Rev. Dr. Randall McGee
Kat Hutchings
Bob King
Elaine Burgess
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Alternative Giving for the Holidays
This year, in lieu of ordering poinsettias, the Worship/Music Committee is requesting donations to the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund. If you would like to donate, please complete this form, and place it in the offering plate or
return it to the church office. Make your check payable to: St. Mark Presbyterian Church and indicate the
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in the memo line. Memorials and celebrations will be printed on an insert in the
Order of Worship on Sunday, December 20, 2020.
There will be a limited number of poinsettias purchased
to decorate the sanctuary this Christmas/Advent season.
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
In honor of_______________________________________________
In memory of______________________________________________
In celebration of___________________________________________
Other____________________________________________________________
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