
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

 Prelude “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Organist 
  (arr. John Spong) STUTTGART 
 (Silent Meditation and Prayer)  

Almighty God, we pray for your blessing on the church in this place.  Here may the seeker 
find salvation, and the careless be awakened.  Here may the doubting find faith, and the 
anxious be encouraged.  Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful be comforted.  
Here may the weary find rest and the strong be renewed.  Here may the aged find 
consolation, and the young be inspired, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

(At this time, please silence your cell phone.) 
 

 Welcome and *Greeting One Another  Pastor 
 

 Lighting the First Candle of Advent  Liturgist 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Hope 

 

Responsive Litany 
 

 Narrator: Light one candle for hope. 
  Because the world is broken and the wait is long, 
 Congregation: but hope just won't let go. 
 Narrator: Hope holds space for all our longings 
 Congregation: lingers on the edge of harsh reality 
  like the dawn gently awakening the sky. 
 Narrator: "Keep awake" she whispers, 
 Congregation: "for the world is being made new." 
 Narrator: So we light one candle, because it only takes one: 
  Christ with us. 
 

(Acolyte will come forward and light the Candle of Hope.) 
 
 

* Invitation to stand 



 Advent Hymn “Advent 1” Congregation 
 Words by:  Music by Robert Jackson, 1888 
 Gary L. Lake Dillensnyder, 2009  TRENTHAM 
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 Call to Worship (Responsive)  Liturgist and Congregation 
O that God would tear open the heavens and come down! 
 Of that day or hour, no one knows, only God. 
Be alert!  Keep awake! 
 The time is drawing near: 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Song of God. 
Praise the Lord! 
 The Lord’s name be praised! 

 

INSTALLATION/ORDINATION SERVICE OF ELDERS 
Bruce Huckaba, Cathy Schingle, Dee Huckaba, Marilyn Jackson and Sheila Wahl 

 

THE SENTENCES 
 Moderator: There are different gifts, 
 People:  But it is the same spirit who gives them. 
 Moderator: There are different ways of serving God. 
 People: But it is the same Lord who is served. 
 Moderator: God works through different people in different ways, 
  People: But it is the same God who achieves his purpose through them all! 
 Moderator: Each one is given a gift by the Spirit, 
 People: To use it for the common good. 
 Moderator: Together we are the body of Christ. 
 People: Individually members of Him. 
 Moderator: Though we have different gifts…, “Whoever among you wants to be great must 

become the servant of all, and if he wants to be first among you, he must be the 
slave of all!” 

People: Just as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and give his life 
to set others free!



PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES  
 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES  
 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE PEOPLE 
 

PRAYER OF ORDINATION AND LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 

PRAYER FOR ELDERS  
People: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your servants whom you 

called through baptism as your own and marked as your own. Grant them 
the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Give them a spirit of truthfulness 
that they may show the compassion of Christ in the actions of daily living 
and rightly govern your people. Give them the gifts of your Holy Spirit to 
build up the church, to strengthen the common life of your people, and to 
lead with compassion and vision. In the walk of faith and the work of 
ministry, give to your servants gladness and strength, discipline and hope, 
humility, humor, courage, and an abiding sense of your presence.  

 

DECLARATION OF INSTALLATION 
 

RECOGNITION OF TRUSTEES 
Alan Aulenbach and Bill Grayson 

 

SENTENCES OF HOLY SCRIPTURE (Ephesians 4:1-6) 
Moderator:  Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, making every 

effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
People:  There is one body and one Spirit, just as we were called to the one hope of 

our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all and through all and in all.   

 

CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 
Moderator:  We are called by God to be the church of Jesus Christ, a sign in the world today 

of what God intends for all humankind. 
People:  The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the Gospel for the 

salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the 
children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the 
truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the 
Kingdom of heaven to the world. 

 

QUESTION TO THE TRUSTEE 
 

QUESTION TO THE PEOPLE 
 

COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
People:  Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you called disciples and, by the Holy Spirit, 

made them one church to serve you. Let your Spirit rule your church, so 
that we may be joined in love and service to Jesus Christ, who, having 
gone before us, is coming to meet us in the promise of your Kingdom.  
Amen.  

 

CHARGE AND BLESSING  
People: May the God of peace make you holy in every way, and keep your whole 

being, spirit, soul, and body, free from every fault at the coming of our 
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.   

  



 

* Prayer of Adoration  Liturgist 
 

* Gloria Patri  Congregation 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)  Liturgist and Congregation 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
 Prayer of Confession (Unison)  Pastor and Congregation 

Merciful God, we confess that we become distracted, even weary, in our discipleship. 
We keep busy schedules; we rush about.  Captivated by technology, seduced by the 
lure of consumer goods, we do not remain alert to your divine presence in our lives, in 
the church, in the world.  Make us better doorkeepers of our lives, watching for you 
attentively.  Awaken us to your surprising power and glory and peace,   so we do not 
miss how near you are to our very own gates.  Be gracious toward us, we pray, until we 
are gathered, from the ends of earth to the ends of heaven, into your embrace. We pray 
in the name of Christ, who was, and is, and is to come. 
   (In silence confess your personal sins to God) 

 

 Kyrie Eleison Congregation 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy. 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy. 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy. 

 

 Declaration of God’s Pardon  Pastor 
 

 Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  Pastor and Congregation 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

To share your joys and concerns, please contact the pastor or the church office. 
 
 The Offering  Offertory 

 

If you have not already done so, please drop your offering in the offering basket located 
at the back of the Sanctuary as you exit the building. 

 

* Presentation of Tithes and Offerings  Doxology No. 606 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

* Prayer of Dedication  Pastor 



 Special Music “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” Flute Solo – Ann O’Neal 
    (arr. John Purifoy) LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 

 Lessons from Scripture 
 Prayer of Illumination  Liturgist 
 First Reading:  Isaiah 64:1-9 (p. 623 Pew Bible)  

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at 
your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to 
make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your 
presence!  3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for,  you came down, the 
mountains quaked at your presence.  4 From of old no one has heard  or perceived by the 
ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5 You meet 
him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways.  Behold, you 
were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?  
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment.  We all fade like a leaf,  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for 
you have hidden your face from us,  and have made us melt in[c] the hand of our iniquities.  
8 But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter;  we are all 
the work of your hand.  9 Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity 
forever.  Behold, please look, we are all your people.   
 

 Response:  This is the Word of the Lord!  Thanks be to God!
  

  Second Reading: Mark 13:24-37 (p. 850 Pew Bible) Pastor 
 Response: This is the Gospel of Christ!  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

 Sermon “Ready or Not:  The Inevitable” Rev. Rick Brooks 
   

* Charge and Benediction Pastor 
 

* Postlude  Organist 
 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available.   
Please check with an usher. 

 
Assisting in worship this morning is Allison Curry, liturgist. 

The users are Bill Grayson and Dee Huckaba. 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29th 
 

 Tuesday 6:30 Zoom Fellowship Com. Mtg. 
 Wednesday 4:00 Handbell Rehearsal 
  6:00 Handbell Rehearsal 
 Thursday 6:00 Zoom Yoga 

 
Rev. Rick Brooks, Pastor 

Gary O’Neal, Director of Music/Organist 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church 

9999 Ferguson Road 
Dallas, Texas  75228 

 


