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reminders
October 10th – All
Church Beautification
Day
October 11th –
Welcome back to inperson Worship at
10:30
October 25th –
Reformation Sunday

Some dates in October have great significance to Saint Mark
Presbyterian Church. On October 11, we regather for worship for the
first time since March. And, on October 25, we observe Reformation
Sunday. We are experiencing being reformed by God’s power so we
can regather. Our individual and congregational selves have been
recalibrated by our Creator.
The journey we have been on since ringing in the new year could
not have been predicted. It’s almost like Moses leading Israel in the
desert, wandering around for 40 years. Obviously, our seven months
of wandering can’t truly compare to what the Israelites experienced,
but I confess that these months have stretched time in a way I never
thought possible. The last seven months have brought out the worst
and best in all of us. Being reformed by the Holy Spirit into the image
of Jesus can be exhilarating and exhausting.
We are being transformed by God’s grace. Along the way, lessons
we have learned, particularly trusting God and each other, have aided
us. While we have been drenched in grace as we reached up, we are
also called to reach out to tell others about God’s amazing grace.
Our charge has not been altered. The Great Commandment is still
in place. Love of our neighbor continue to reform us, turning us away
from self-centeredness.
Matthew 22:
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the
Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”

The Regathering Task Force and Saint Mark Session have worked diligently to provide a healthy, safe
environment so that we can physically worship together. We have not leaned into our own understanding,
but have continued to learn from experts in medicine and science. Being reformed by God is humbling. The
Prophet Micah calls us to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. Saint Mark has a long history of
faithfulness to living into Micah’s call.
God is present in these recent events to recalibrate our lives. He is reforming us in the midst of turmoil and
uncertainty. My prayer is that we will have a renewed understanding of the joy of the Lord who is our
strength.
Blessings, Pastor Rick

Worship – Sunday, October 11th

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
Psalm 122:1
We are so excited to be worshiping again in-person this Sunday, October 11, at 10:30. What a joy it will be to
see everyone again.
To make this return as safe as possible, the members of the Re-Gathering Task force have created the
following guidelines.

Guidelines for Worshipers
 There will be one in-person worship service at 10:30. The service will be recorded and
available on the St. Mark website on Sunday afternoon. Worshipers wishing to attend in-person
services must follow these guidelines. If you are not comfortable with in-person worship at this
time, you are encouraged to watch or listen to the service using the links on the St. Mark website.
 Only the front entrance will be open. Please use the front parking lot. Only the Sanctuary,
Narthex, and restrooms will be open. All other areas should be considered off-limits at this time.
Please plan to arrive between 10:15 and 10:25 am.
 At this time, there will be no Sunday School, no nursery and no fellowship time in the parlor.
Feel free to visit with your friends in the parking lot after the service.
 Worshipers will be greeted at the front door and screened. Those who feel well, have not
come in contact with suspected COVID patients and do not have a fever will be admitted.
Worshipers are asked to maintain six feet separation between arriving parties. Please review the
Self Screening questions (you will receive in the mail) before arriving.
 Worshipers must wear masks, covering both nose and mouth, at all times while in the church.
We will have masks available, if needed. Hand sanitizer will be conveniently located and you are
asked to use some before entering the Sanctuary.
 Arriving parties will be seated by an Usher. Seating will be limited to six feet between parties
in the pews. Orders of worship will be placed in available seating locations. Additional Orders of
Worship will be available from the Ushers.
 The offering plate will be located at the back of the Sanctuary and offerings may be placed
while entering or exiting. On Communion Sundays, individual Sacraments will be available at the
rear of the church and should be picked up on entering.
 During the service, worshipers may respond softly during unison and responsive readings and
may hum or sing softly on the choral responses. They must leave their masks on, mouth and nose
covered.
 Following the service, worshipers will remain in their seats until directed to leave by an Usher.
They are asked to take their Orders of Worship to the back and place them in the recycle bin or
they may take them home as they exit the building.
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.

October 2020

Page 2

October 2020

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.

Reformation Sunday

Page 3

Bulletin Board and Upcoming Events
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
October 11 - “Telling the Truth”
Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14

God Bless You on Your Birthday
October 16
Bill Oney
October 18
Myrtle Harbaugh
Lorraine Stephen
October 19
Rose Curry (90)
Arthur Jones
October 20
Karl Crawley
October 25
Dean Anderson
October 27
Ellen Roberts
October 30
Richard Arthur
Carolyn McInnis
October 31
Wylie Matthews

October 18 - “Got Cha”
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
October 25 - “Beyond Doing”
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
Reformation Sunday

Treasurer's Report

Operating Fund – YTD income was $4,300 below
budget and expenses were $4,900below budget,
for a net $600 better than budgeted.
Fund Balances – Total fund balances are down
$1,500 from the previous month and down $2,900
from the beginning of the fiscal year.

All Church Beautification Day
10th

Saturday, October
9:00 a.m.
HELPING HANDS ARE NEEDED!!

October 3
Cheryl Simpson
October 4
Mary Beckham
October 6
Jo Schindler
October 7
Elli Guinnee
Dick Waters
October 11
Jeff Taylor
October 13
Emily McIntosh

Help Rose Curry celebrate her 90th
birthday on Saturday October 17th.
Drive by birthday celebration.
Come between
10:30 am and 11:30 am.
Contact the church office
for address information.
No Gifts Please
NEW ADDRESS:
Jo Farley
Call the church office for
more information.
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This month I am going to share a big chunk of a blog post written by Jan Edmiston
late last month. I have referenced her blog “A Church for Starving Artists” many
times in this column. She shares about what church leaders may be feeling six
months into the COVID-19 pandemic and how we might deal with those feelings.
But I think what she has to say applies to more than just leaders. Her thoughts are
backed by the research of Dr Aisha Ahmad into how people deal with major crises.
She has also given permission to share her post as long as Ahmad is credited.
Here is part of what she wrote:
It’s also – ordinarily – the season of new classes, stewardship programs, and Thanksgiving mission events. If we
were all meeting in person, our calendars would be overscheduled with meetings, classes, and hands-on projects.
Most of us still have those overscheduled calendars only we are also dealing with home-schooling students,
isolation, inability to travel freely and visit people, limited social outlets, loss of income, change of personal plans,
constant criticism from congregants, and general anxiety about the future.
Will people ever “come back” to church”
Will we ever recover from this?
What work are you actually doing from home, anyway?
Here is a well-traveled article by University of Toronto Professor Aisha Ahmad that helps as we have hit the six
month mark of this pandemic. Dr. Ahmad offers comfort and wisdom:
1. Hitting the wall at six months is normal. While we might have started with a burst of energy in March, “you
may suddenly feel as though you have run out of fuel.”
2. We need a little break. Dr. Ahmad’s research with soldiers, disaster relief workers, and others in traumatic
situations finds that we are tired at six months in a way that we weren’t tired at three months or we won’t be in a
few weeks. “If a physical retreat is not possible, there are ways to create a mental or figurative ‘shore leave’.” Give
yourself permission to read a whole novel, take afternoon naps, walk outside more. Re-watch all the Harry Potter
movies. Stare into space with your favorite cup of warm beverage.
3. Double up on Self-Care. If you ordinarily see a therapist, coach, or spiritual director consider adding more time
with them if needed. Start later in the day or end earlier. Take a daily nap. Get a mani-pedi/massage (whatever
you can legally do in your state) as often as you can afford it. Call your mom. Call someone who loves you like your
mom.
4. Manage expectations. “It’s unreasonable to expect to be sparklingly happy or wildly creative right now.” If it
takes five days to write a stewardship letter, let it take five days.
5. Don’t Be Afraid Going Forward. We’ve learned things since March. We’ve adapted – maybe quickly, maybe
slowly. We can do this because we’ve done it.
6. Don’t Bash Your Head Against the Wall. We’ll get on the other side of it but not by hurting ourselves.
And if we are tempted to give other people a hard time right now – please, for the love of God – be kind. Stop
judging those working from home. Do something kind for your spiritual leaders. No bullying. No second-guessing
your pastors, priests, rabbis, imams especially about COVID-19 safety issues.
Yes, we are hitting a wall. Yes, the winter is coming. This is an excellent time to grant grace to ourselves and to
each other.
Link to original post: https://achurchforstarvingartists.blog/2020/09/30/if-youve-hit-the-pandemicwall/#comments
Link to Dr Ahmad’s article: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/health-fitness/mind/power-six-month-crisis-wall-expertdisaster-zones/
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SESSION
Stated Meeting of the Session, August 17, 2020.






Motion passed to receive the results of the election of Elder Sheila Wahl, election of Bill Grayson as
Trustee, and to give the electees authority to act pending installation at a later date.
Motion passed to approve the Re-Gathering Task Force (RTF) recommended guidelines.
Motion passed to cancel all church in person gatherings through September 30, 2020, with the exception
of online worship service recording and property maintenance teams.
Motion passed that Session order an annual review of financial procedures and records for fiscal year
ending June 30, 2020 to be conducted by Sheila Wahl and Tricia Johnson.
Motion passed to elect Sheila Wahl and Pelham Swift as Commissioners and Bruce Huckaba as Alternate
for the Stated Presbytery Meeting, Saturday September 26, 2020, Austin College, Sherman, TX.

A full set of the minutes above are available to read on the Session bulletin board.

Thank You St. Mark
Camp for the kids this year was quite different from last year. This year St. Mark was able
to send “Camp in a Box” kits to several St. Mark children who would have otherwise gone
to camp in-person. On the bulletin board outside the church office are several thank you
notes from some very grateful kids.

