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One of my favorite Hebrew words is Hesed: loving kindness.
Given the brutal political season we have just endured that may
continue through January 20, 2021, Hesed is front and center for me.
Particularly with the pandemic cloud of Covid19 hovering over the
world, I am reminded how events can overtake our most noble
intentions. Yet as Christians we are indeed called to stand and deliver
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the Good News of Jesus Christ in the face of what appears to be
overwhelming odds. It is easy to withdraw into isolation and despair.
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Psychologists have noted a significant uptick in diagnoses of depression
around the world. In the USA, liquor store sales are up over 200% so far
P. 3
in 2020. So I ask how does Hesed inform our brave new world? Where is
INSERT God under these circumstances? What is our response to be? Is there a
way forward?
November brings All Saints Day, Christ the King Sunday, and
Thanksgiving, as well as the first Sunday of Advent. All are great
reminders the Body of Christ continues through challenges while we see
through a glass darkly, uncertain of our surrounding circumstances that
seem so flimsy and unstable. Hebrews 12 offers hope.
“1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings
so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God.” ESV
November is a time of reflection on transition. Daylight Saving Time
ends November 1. To quote Bob Dylan, the times they are a-changin’.
Our North Star of Hesed is constant, however. Hesed expresses both
vertical and horizontal relationships, God reaching out to us as we reach
out to others, creating a loop of loving kindness. That we are never
alone in God’s embrace of grace is of the utmost importance,
particularly during this season of confusion and change. I pray that Saint
Mark will continue to receive God’s Hesed and pass it on to others.
Blessings, Pastor Rick

Upcoming Events
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
November 1st - “Wearing a Mask”
Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
All Saints’ Sunday

Time Change
Daylight Saving Time ends this
weekend. Don’t forget to set your
clocks back one hour on Saturday
night, October 31st.

November 8th – “Meanwhile…”
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
November 15th - “Risky Business”
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
November 22nd – “Any More Room?”
Psalm 100:1-4; Matthew 25:31-46
Christ the King Sunday
November 29th - “Ready or Not: The Inevitable”
Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-37
1st Sunday of Advent

God Bless You on Your Birthday
November 2
John Wahl
November 4
Alan Aulenbach
November 7
Dorothy Moore
November 13
Charles Miller
November 19
Cheryl Nowlin
Troy Simpson

November 20
Teri Brooks
November 21
Julian Oney
Andi Taylor
November 24
Vincent Oney
Pelham Swift
November 28
Robert Mounts

All Saints’ Sunday
Sunday, November 1st , is All Saints' Sunday, and
during the 10:30 Worship service we will be
commemorating those members and loved ones
who have joined the church eternal in the last year.

Frank Roberson

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
Psalm 122:1

Welcome back St. Mark
Family and Friends!
St. Mark began worshiping in-person at 10:30 on
October 11th. At this time there will be worship
only, no Sunday School or fellowship in the
Parlor. Masks will be required, social distancing
and other measures will be in place to ensure the
safety of our members.
We are also excited to hear the Handbell Choir.
They will be playing in worship during November
and December.

Giving Sunday, November 8th
Items needed this month are:
Canned meat products, canned tuna, canned fruit,
canned green beans, canned other beans, canned
corn, canned other veggies, canned tomato
products, boxed mac & cheese, peanut butter, any
shelf items (Hamburger Helper, Jell-O, Suddenly
Salad, Condiments, etc.) Newspaper bags.
Baskets for donations can be found in the hallway
outside the parlor. Thank you.
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Bulletin Board
Treasurer's Report

Due to the COVID pandemic,
we are currently unable to
organize social get-togethers
such as the Christmas
Luncheon and Family Advent
Festival.
We continue to hope for things to get better.
Even though we cannot socialize together, please
keep your St. Mark family in your prayers.

St. Mark Church Pantry
Operating Fund – Year-to-Date income was $7,600
below budget and expenses were $8,700 below
budget, resulting in a net $1,100 better than
budgeted.
Fund Balances - Total fund balances are up $60,400
from July 1, 2020 due in large part to a bequest
from the Estate of Tom and Mary Scallorn to the
Capital Fund, and an increase in the value of
investments at Texas Presbyterian Foundation.

THANK YOU once again to all who have so
generously given to the church pantry.
Your continued support is greatly appreciated.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Stated Meeting of the Session, September 21,
2020.


Thank You!
On behalf of the session and congregation of St.
Mark Presbyterian Church, we gratefully
acknowledge and appreciate the generous
donation from the Scallorn Estate to the Capital
Fund. We are especially grateful for the lives of
Tom and Mary Scallorn, charter members of St.
Mark, who were faithful members of our church for
many years. With their generous bequest to the
church, they continued to be faithful to St. Mark by
helping us update and maintain our facilities.



Motion passed to approve the Re-Gathering
Task Force (RTF) recommendation that inperson worship at St. Mark Presbyterian
Church resume on October 11, 2020,
contingent on risk of social spread of COVID
19 remaining at or below current levels and
in accordance with guidelines provided by
the Re-Gathering Task Force.
Motion passed that we continue with last
year’s budget on a month-to-month basis.

A full set of Session minutes are available to read
on the Session bulletin board.

Annual Congregational Meeting
The Session calls the congregation to meet Sunday, November 8 th, immediately following
worship to: approve the Terms of Call for Reverend Brooks; elect three members of the
congregation to serve on the Nominating Committee; and receive Annual Reports from
each committee.
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ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
HAPPY THANKSGIVING

1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(from Chalice Worship)

Let us give thanks for all God’s gifts so freely bestowed upon us:
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea;
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ;
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends;
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve;
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play;
For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity;
For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice;
For the communion of saints, in all times and places.
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises
given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord.
To him be praise and glory, with you,
O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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