
Lesslie Newbigin is not a household name unless your household is
informed by Christian Missiology, the area of practical theology that
investigates the mandate, message, and mission of the Christian
church.

Missiology is a multi-disciplinary and cross-cultural field of study incorporating theology,
anthropology, history, geography, theories and methods of communication, comparative religion,
Christian apologetics, education methodology, and interdenominational relations. (Thank you,
Wikipedia!)

So, who is Lesslie Newbigin and what does he have to say to the Church today? James Edward Lesslie
Newbigin (12/8/1909-1/30/1998) was a British theologian ordained in the Church of Scotland and
missionary to South India 1936-1974. When Newbigin returned to England from Indian mission work, he
was struck by the state of the Church. During his absence of almost forty years he found a culture that
had moved into a Post-Christian era in desperate need of evangelism. Newbigin wrote that he viewed
Western Culture “not as a secular society without gods but as a pagan society with false gods”. As we
might say today, the goal posts had been moved. Objective Truth, particularly regarding the Good News
of Jesus Christ, had become a moving target from Newbigin’s perspective.

I believe that what he has to say to the Church today is to locate the Reformed understanding of
Election by God within Trinitarian theology and theological anthropology as these doctrines coalesce in
a coherent vision of God’s actions and purposes around Election. Newbigin sums up this idea in his
work, “The Open Secret”:

“If each human being is to be ultimately understood as an independent spiritual nomad, then
salvation could only be through an action directed impartially to each and all. But if the truly human is
the shared reality of mutual and collective responsibility that the Bible envisages, then salvation must be
an action that binds us together and restores for us the mutual relation to each other and the true
shared relation to the world of nature. This means that the gift of salvation would be bound up with our
openness to one another. It would not come to each, direct from above, like a shaft of light through the
roof. It would come from the neighbor in the action by which we open the door to invite the neighbor in.
But the neighbor would have to be sent.” (Romans 10:14) Or, as Newbigin states more succinctly later,
“There is no salvation except in a mutual relatedness that reflects that eternal relatedness-in-love which
is the being of the triune God.”

I pray that our relatedness-in-love would continue to grow. As God’s set-apart elect, may our
Heavenly Father continue to form us into the image of His Son, teaching us to depend upon the Holy
Spirit to lead, guide and direct us into His fellowship of love.

Blessings, Pastor Rick
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 
 

September 6 - “Come Together” 
Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 
September 13 – “Debts” 
Psalm 103; Matthew 18:21-35 
Guest Preacher – The Rev. Dr. Randall McGee 
 
September 20 - “Generous Grace” 
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 
 
September 27 - “Perspective”  
Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32  
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

September 2   September 15 
 Joanne Szalay Neill Howard 
September 4  Anne Thomas 
 Ben Taylor September 19 
September 8  Jo Farley 
 Susan Bell September 21 
September 9  Melba Hale 
 Bailey Guinnee September 24  
 Christi Malouf  Charley Taylor  
September 11 September 26 
 Ruth Crawley  Rebecca Moore 
September 12 September 27 
 Diana Kettle  John Hale 
  September 28 
   Maureen McMahon  

 

A special happy birthday to 
Joanne Szalay.  Joanne will 
celebrate her 80th birthday on 
Wednesday, September 2nd.   
 

 

 

Treasurer's Report  
 

 
 
Operating Fund – July income was $1,500 below 
budget and expenses were $2,700 below budget, 
for a net $1,200 better than budgeted.  
 
Fund Balances - Total fund balances are down 
$1,400 from the previous month and from the 
beginning of the fiscal year.  
 

 
 

 
Sympathy and Prayers 

 
Our deepest sympathy to  
Anne Thomas and family in the death 
of her husband, Whitey.  Whitey was 
promoted to Glory on August 22, 
2020.  A celebration of life will be 
planned at a future date.  Sympathy 
also to Harry Roberts and family in 
the death of his father, Gates Roberts, who was 
promoted to Glory on August 26, 2020.  No service 
is planned. 
 
Prayers for these families is greatly appreciated. 
 

this issue    reminders 

BULLETIN BOARD 
RTF UPDATE 
JO FARLEY 

P. 2-3 
P. 5 
P. 6 

   September 7 – Church Office Closed 
  Labor Day  

Bulletin Board 
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White Rock Center of Hope 

Giving Sunday, September 13th   
  

Items needed this month are:  canned meat 
products, canned Tuna, canned fruit, canned green 
beans and other beans, canned corn and other 
vegetables, canned tomato products, boxed mac 
and cheese, peanut butter, any shelf products such 
as Hamburger Helper, Suddenly Salad, Jell-O, 
Ramen Noodles, etc.   
 
Baskets for donations can be found in the hallway 
outside the parlor.  Thank you. 

 
 

Happy 80th Birthday 
Camp Gilmont! 

 

Camp Gilmont (click on this link for 
more information) is celebrating 80 
years in September, and you are 
invited to the party! 

 

Guests can enjoy the day at Gilmont, including 
hikes, zipline, canoes, paddle boards, archery, and 
fishing OR choose to be part of the Virtual 
Celebration. 
 

Saturday, September 19th 
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
6075 State Highway 155 N 
Gilmer, TX 
 
 

The Church Pantry is Bare 
 

The following items are needed right away for our 
church pantry.   

Granola Bars, Breakfast Bars, Fruit Cups, Tuna, 
Chicken or Ham Salad Kits, Peanut Butter, 
Saltine Crackers, Meaty Soups or Meals (with 
pop top lids – Ravioli, Spaghetti-O’s, etc.) 

 

Thank you so much for your  
continued support. 

Several years ago, I 
wrote a newsletter 
article about our new 
trekking poles. We had 
bought them to use on 

the hikes we usually take when we are on vacation. 
Trekking poles are helpful when you are hiking 
because they provide extra stability on rough or 
rocky terrain. They are a bit like having an extra 
two legs in some spots. They also help ease some 
of the pressure on your knees. We love hiking and 
trekking poles make it even more enjoyable for us. 
  

When I wrote about them, I noted that sometimes 
we need other people to be a “trekking pole” for us 
as we navigate rough and rocky times in our lives. 
And sometimes we are called to be a “trekking 
pole” for other people when their lives are rough 
and rocky. We provide a bit of stability for each 
other on challenging journeys. We do this when we 
provide appropriate care and help. We do it when 
we accept such help and care as well. 
  

This year due to the COVID-19 pandemic we have 
not planned our usual September hiking trip. So, I 
am out of my usual routine of checking out our 
gear and reviewing information about trails in the 
area we will be. I still hope that later this fall we 
will be able to get away for a while and that the 
trekking poles will be going with us. 
  

I got to thinking about how isolated many of us 
have been during the pandemic. It occurred to me 
that there may be a greater need to help each 
other out by being “trekking poles” than during 
normal times. This has been a really rough and 
rocky journey. We even need to figure out new 
ways of being “trekking poles” since some of the 
old ways are not helpful during this time. I hope 
you are figuring out ways to do that for other folks. 
I also hope that you are allowing others to serve 
you as well.  

Bulletin Board 

NEW ADDRESS:  Ben and 
Andi Taylor 
Call the church office. 
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The Regathering Task Force (RTF) is in the process of reviewing the responses from the 
congregation related to the Re-Gathering Congregational Survey.  Surveys were mailed to active 
members and the return rate has been very good. 
If you have not returned your survey, lost it, or did not receive one.  It is not too late. Please 
notify the church office and another one will be provided for you.  More than 50% of surveys 
were returned, many included very helpful remarks.  The task force will use the responses to 
this survey for guidance as they continue to develop a plan to re-gather at the church.  

 

Below is the response to the first question which measures the attitude of the members of the congregation 
related to returning to worship at the church. 

 

When our local government and the PC(USA) lift their guidance against church’s re-gathering, 
which best describes your attitude toward returning to a worship service at church, with the 
understanding that online worship will continue to be available? 
  

 22% - I will return the first opportunity I have 
 37% - I will return at the first opportunity, but with some concerns and precautions 
 16% -  I will wait several additional weeks before I attend 
     5% - I will wait until a vaccine or effective treatment is widely available 
 20% - Not sure 

 

Re-Gathering will be considered carefully, weighing concerns, guidelines, and new findings.  Our foremost 
concern is for health and safety of our members.  There are lots of parameters to be taken into consideration.  
The RTF, Session and Staff will use discretion in the decisions made for Re-Gathering trusting in the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, July 17, 2020. 
 Motion passed for the adoption of the Guiding Principles for Re-Gathering and Re-Gathering 

Congregational Survey as presented by the Re-Gathering Task Force (RTF) documents and authorize the 
RTF to communicate to the congregation.   

 Motion passed to cancel all church in-person gatherings through August 31, 2020, with the exception of 
online worship service recording and property maintenance.  (this has since been extended through 
September 30, 2020) 

 Motion passed to receive the results of the election of Elders Bruce Huckaba, Dee Huckaba, Marilyn 
Jackson, and Cathy Schingle, election of Alan Aulenbach as Trustee, and to give the electees authority 
to act pending ordination and installation at a later date. 

 Motion passed to accept the resignations of Joanne Szalay as elder, class of 2021 and Jacie Minick as 
trustee, class of 2022. 

 Motion passed to receive the nominations from the Nominating Committee for the unexpired terms of 
Elder Joanne Szalay (Sheila Wahl) and Trustee Jacie Minick (Bill Grayson), and to conduct the election 
of these officers by email and postal mail, with all responses received by July 31, 2020 to be counted. 

 Motion passed to examine Bruce Huckaba and Cathy Schingle in preparation to be ordained as elders. 
 Motion passed to elect Sheila Wahl, chair, and Dee Huckaba to the Nominating Committee.   
 Motion passed to continue our current budget through September 30, 2020. 

 

A full set of the minutes above are available to read on the Session bulletin board.



 

 

 

Thank You  
Jo Farley 

 

As many of you know Jo Farley is moving to Paris (Texas) to be close to her sisters.  Paris is also Jo’s 
hometown. 
 

Jo has been a member of St. Mark since 1975.  She has been a long-time member of the Sanctuary Choir in 
which her attendance at choir rehearsals and services has been extraordinary. It has been rare for her not to 
receive the top attendance award every year at choir retreat.   
 

For many years, Jo has been responsible for purchasing flowers and making 
beautiful arrangements for the Sunday services. She has also organized the 
purchase of the poinsettias for Christmas, the palms for Palm Sunday, and the lilies 
for Easter and helped get them ready for display in the sanctuary.   
 

Besides singing and working with flowers, Jo, along with Pauline Millender, Alice 
McLean, and Donna Simes have coordinated the family dinners/receptions following 
the death of members or loved ones of members.  Before COVID19, Jo was 
responsible for getting volunteers, primarily from the choirs, to host the 5th Sunday 
after-church fellowship.  Jo was also one of the first White Rock Center of Hope 
volunteers from St. Mark. 

 

Jo volunteered her time working in the office collating the newsletters and covering  
the office during staff vacation time.  We are so grateful for her service to us and to God.  
 

We will miss her smile, wonderful personality, and gracious presence.   
 

Thank you, Jo.  Go with God.  And many many blessings on your new journey. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 


