
St. Mark Presbyterian Church

Order of Worship

Prelude “Bringing in the Sheaves” Instrumental
(Lyrics by Knowles Shaw/Tune by George Minor)

Lyrics inspired by Psalm 126:6, "He that goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.”

Almighty God, we pray for your blessing on the church in this place.  Here may the seeker 
find salvation, and the careless be awakened.  Here may the doubting find faith, and the 
anxious be encouraged.  Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful be comforted.  
Here may the weary find rest and the strong be renewed.  Here may the aged find 
consolation, and the young be inspired, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Welcome and Greeting One Another Pastor

Call to Worship (Responsive) Liturgist
We are like seeds on the wind, set free by the Sower.

The hand of God saves us
from rocky pathways
and thorny ground.

In Christ. we find good soil.
The Holy Spirit nourishes us as we grow.

Come! Let us worship the Sower,
who plants us in the fields of life.

Prayer of Adoration Liturgist

Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.



Affirmation of Faith (Unison) The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of Confession (Unison) Pastor
Caretaker of our souls, we yearn to resist the allures of status and prestige, for we 
often pierce ourselves with wounds of our own making.  We long to bloom where 
we are planted, that righteousness and peace might flower in our lives.  Free us of 
the fear of appearing foolish before others, as we seek new growth in your Spirit.  
Nurture us with your grace and mercy, that we might blossom and bloom as 
followers of Christ. (In silence confess your personal sins to God.)

Kyrie Eleison Pastor
You are the Lord, giver of mercy.
You are the Christ, giver of mercy.
You are the Lord, giver of mercy.

Declaration of Pardon Pastor

Children’s Time Pastor

Pastoral Prayer Pastor
The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

To share your joys and concerns, please contact the church office.

The Offering

A public offering to God is one of the oldest forms of worship.  Although we give in varied ways 
through the week, our participation in the Sunday Offering is a witness to God and to the world of 
our love and commitment.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings Doxology No. 606

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication Pastor

Anthem “Turn, Turn, Turn” Ensemble/Trio
(Pete Seeger)

Lyrics to this song are printed on the last page of the Order of Worship – you are invited to sing along.



Lessons from Scripture
Prayer of Illumination Liturgist

First Reading: Romans 8:1-11 Liturgist
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law 

of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.  
3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in 

order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the 

flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 

set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 

set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God.  
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ 

is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 

Spirit who dwells in you.

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 Pastor

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great crowds 

gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood 

on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to 

sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and 

devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 

and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose 

they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil 

and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let 

him hear.”
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 

and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown 

in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky 

ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he 

has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises 

on account of the word, immediately he falls away.



22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 

of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As 

for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. 

He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.”

This is the Gospel of Christ! Praise to you, O Christ!

Sermon   “Gardening Gift” Rev. Rick Brooks

Charge and Benediction Pastor

Postlude Organist

Assisting in worship today is Kathleen Arthur, liturgist.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 28th

Thursday 6:00 Zoom Yoga Class 

The session has voted to cancel all “in person” gatherings through July 31st.

Please check with committee chairs for meeting times and type (zoom, phone conferencing or email.)
For information on Zoom Yoga Class, check with Kathleen Hale.

Music for this morning’s worship is a live ensemble.
Gerald Jones – Guitar, Leigh Taylor – Dulcimer/Soprano

Rev. Rick Brooks – Piano, Kathleen Hale – Alto and Brad Waters - Baritone

Rev. Rick Brooks, Pastor
Rev. Dr. Randall McGee, Director of Christian Education

Mr. Gary O’Neal, Director of Music/Organist
Ms. Kat Hutchings, Administrative Assistant

Ms. Marilyn Jackson, Clerk of Session

Audio and video production by Gary O'Neal, Bill Grayson, and Jeff Taylor.

St. Mark Presbyterian Church
9999 Ferguson Road

Dallas, TX  75228
214-321-6437

www.saintmarkchurch.org



“Turn, Turn, Turn”
(Pete Seger)

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)

And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time to be born, a time to die
A time to plant, a time to reap

A time to kill, a time to heal
A time to laugh, a time to weep

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)

And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time to build up, a time to break down
A time to dance, a time to mourn

A time to cast away stones, a time to gather stones together

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)

And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time of love, a time of hate
A time of war, a time of peace

A time you may embrace, a time to refrain from embracing

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)

And a time for every purpose, under heaven

A time to gain, a time to lose
A time to rend, a time to sew
A time to love, a time to hate

A time for peace, I swear it's not too late


