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There is an old saying – “If you want to make God laugh, tell God your
plans.” This keeps coming to mind as the Coronavirus quarantine
continues to lay waste to my plans. I intended to spend the first weekend
in May providing a presentation for The Mo-Ranch Men’s Conference in
Hunt, Texas. Following that, the remainder of the month was to be spent
on Sabbatical which would have included time in Scotland.
My plan was to be writing this Pastor’s Corner about some of what I learned on Sabbatical.
Which reminds me of another old saying – “Man proposes, and God disposes” not far removed
from Proverbs 19:21:
“Many are the plans in the mind of a man,
but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.” ESV
I did not get my way in May. How about you? Has the Covid19 pandemic interrupted what you
intended over the last few months? Have you experienced God’s will rearranging your
priorities? What good has come from sheltering in place?
The quarantine has introduced plenty of uncertainty into life, particularly when we delude
ourselves into thinking and acting as if we are not completely dependent on God’s grace.
James 3 places that perspective in sharp relief:
“13

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town
and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time
and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this
or that.” ESV
“If the way be clear.” “Good Lord willing and the creek don’t rise.” These pithy proverbs,
too, address God’s absolute sovereignty. Saint Mark Presbyterian Church (which includes our
plans) is in large capable hands. God is large and in charge of our past, present, and future. I
pray that we will seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and the rest will be
added.
Blessings, Pastor Rick
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Treasurer's Report

Stated Meeting of the Session, April 20, 2020.

Operating Fund – YTD income was $15,300 below
budget and expenses were $8,200 below budget,
for a net $7,100 worse than budgeted.
Fund Balances – Total fund balances are down
$9,200 from the previous month and down
$18,800 from the beginning of the fiscal year. This
is primarily due to continuing projects undertaken
by the Property Committee totaling $48,500.

Sunday, June 9th
Canned Meat Products, Canned Tuna, Canned
Fruit, Canned Green Beans, Canned other Beans,
Canned Corn, Canned other Vegetables, Boxed Mac
and Cheese, Peanut Butter, Any Shelf Items
(Hamburger Helper, Jell-O, Suddenly Salad,
Condiments, etc.), Newspaper bags.



Motion passed to cancel all church in person
gatherings through May 31, 2020.



Motion passed to elect Becky Page and Dick
Waters as Commissioners and Charles Miller as
Alternate for the Stated Presbytery Meeting on
Saturday May 30 at St. Andrew Presbyterian
Church, Denton.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
The General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the
national governing body of the largest
Presbyterian denomination in the
nation, will be meeting online from
Friday, June 26, through Saturday,
June 27, 2020. Your prayers are
greatly appreciated.
For more information, go to
https://ga-pcusa.org/

Directory Update
Charles Miller and Diane Llywelyn.
Call the church for more information.

Our deepest sympathy to the Malouf family in the death
of Marie Malouf, grandmother of Christi Malouf’s
husband, Michael. Marie was promoted to Glory on
April 27.
Our deepest sympathy also to the family and friends of Frank Roberson,
Frank was promoted to Glory on Sunday, May 17. We thank God for Frank’s
long life and his faithful service to St. Mark and his country. Memorial
services at St. Mark will take place at a future date.
Your prayers are greatly appreciated.
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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Upcoming Events
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures

(Virtual worship continues through
the end of June on Sunday mornings at
www.saintmarkchurch.org.)
June 7 - “Working on Commission”
Psalm 8:1-9; Matthew 28:16-20
Trinity Sunday
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
June 14 - “Seed Time and Harvest”
Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35-10:8

God Bless You on Your Birthday
Belated birthday wishes to
George Schingle - May 25
June 1
Harriett Anderson
June 4
Daniel Robinson

June 21 - “Sharing the Gift”
Romans 6:1-8; Matthew 10:26-39

June 25
Leon Johnson
Ruth McGowan
June 28
Dee Huckaba

June 28 - “Cold Cup of Water”
Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42

It’s been awhile since I have simply shared some of my “Odds and Ends” with
you. So that is what I am going to do this month when we are into well over
two months of OVID-19 challenge to our lives.
*I am so thankful for all of the technology that we have to help us stay
connected with one another and to continue to work things. I am old enough
to remember when making a long-distance phone call was a big deal. So, I am
still sometimes amazed by what all we can do. Even if I am frustrated by it sometimes.
*I am also thankful for all of the non-technical connections I have been able to make with people. We live in a
neighborhood where lots of people walk for exercise or with their dogs. Our streets are wide enough and
traffic light enough that we can walk on them, social distance, and still visit with neighbors.
*I am thankful for all the people who serve in so many ways. Like the people who bring the groceries to my
car when I do curbside pickup.
*One thing I am missing are my visits to Starbucks. I like to stop by there, have a mocha, read the paper, or do
some work. There are a lot of regulars and staff who become acquaintances. We have some nice chats about
all sorts of things. But I don’t know them well enough to have contact info. I am wondering how they are
doing. Some of them have health issues or other life challenges. I do wonder if I will ever see some of them
again.
*I am extremely appreciative of my colleagues in ministry throughout the Dallas area and across the country.
They are doing some very creative things. And they are sharing their ideas and resources with others. St Mark
has benefited from some of those ideas and resources.
*I am thankful for all the ministries of St. Mark that have continued in some way even though we cannot meet
together.
*I hope that during this time you are being a good neighbor to those around you and looking out for them.
And that you are allowing others to be a good neighbor to you and look out for you.
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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At its May 18th Stated meeting,
the Session voted to cancel all in-person gatherings through June 30 th
If this changes, you will be notified immediately.

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles
for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with
mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

