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Phrases I’ve caught myself using during this quarantine are, “I want my
life back” and “I want things to be normal again.” Maybe you have
shared the same thoughts. There are two more phrases I’m burned out
on: “This is unprecedented” and “We’ve never done it this way before.”
Yet, I’m not in charge. The buck doesn’t stop on my mental desk. God has the whole world in His
hands past, present, and future. In my better moments, not being selfish and self-centered, I know
Who’s large and in charge and that’s certainly not me, thanks be to God! Turning to Scripture, I’m
reminded of these words from Isaiah 43:19:
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it?” (ESV)
The question Isaiah’s text is asking is directed to perception during great change. Something
new is being introduced by The Almighty. Are we paying attention? Possibly not because humans are
so often looking in the wrong direction and are consequently drawing mistaken conclusions. Our
conclusions often divert our attention to fear. Fear by itself is not necessarily negative. Fear can
literally be lifesaving pulling us away from danger. Yet fear can also move into our minds and live rent
free immobilizing us. I appreciate this quote by one of my favorite authors and probably one of your
favs as well, Max Lucado. "Fear will always knock at your door, but just don't invite it in to stay."
Fear tends to invite its neighbor, confusion, to the party. Kennedy School Harvard professor,
Author C. Brooks (no relation), warns us of (1) confusing disappointment with regret and (2)
confusing uncertainty with risk. There is no doubt that Saint Mark is living during a season of
disappointment and uncertainty, yet we are not overwhelmed. When we take a step back and
attempt to view our present circumstances from God’s perspective, we can see that God is doing a
new thing. As citizens of God’s Kingdom our response is to acknowledge that in all circumstances God
is large and in charge. Let us live into whatever God is creating.
Blessings, Pastor Rick
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May 10 – Mother’s Day
May 25 – Memorial Day- Church Office Closed
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
May 3 - “Shepherds”
Acts 9:1-9; John 21:1-19
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
Rev. Dr. Randall McGee
May 10 - “Dealbreaker Statements”
Acts 7:55-60; John 14:1-14
May 17 –
“Long Obedience, Same Direction”
Acts 17:22-31; John 14:15-21
May 24 - “Unity”
Acts 1:6-14; John 17:1-11
May 31 - “Power and Peace”
Acts 2:2-21; John 20:19-2
Pentecost Sunday
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Church Pantry is Bare
The church pantry needs the following
items:
Vienna sausages, Tuna and chicken salad kits
Fruit cups, Granola or breakfast bars, cheese
crackers, canned meats (ravioli), canned soups
(pop top lids). Thank you.

This month begins with us all continuing to shelter in place and practicing social
distancing. It is certainly not what many of us thought we would be doing in May
at the beginning of the year. A lot of Spring traditions and celebrations have been
disrupted. It looks like that the same thing may happen to many of our summer
traditions as well. Even if legal instructions about sheltering and distancing are lifted many of us will continue
to observe those practices as an act of love for our neighbors and family who may be quite vulnerable to the
COVID19 virus.
One of the things that is fascinating about this Spring is that the flowers seem to be spectacular this year. I
don’t know if it was our mild winter or lots of rain, but I have seen so many amazing displays. In our yard, our
roses have been pretty ragged for the last few years. But this year they have been incredible. We didn’t give
them any special care the last year. The blooms are just here. A bright spot in the midst of
a stressful Spring. A bit of grace you might say. A reminder of the beauty present in God’s
creation.
And that makes me think of a spiritual practice that I have suggested to you several times
through the years. That practice is to end each day by asking yourself “Where did I see/meet
God today?” I would like to suggest that you might want to give it a try. Maybe even journal or
write a quick note to yourself each day. I wonder what you might see.
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.

May 2020

Page 2

Bulletin Board
Treasurer's Report

Fellowship
The Fellowship Committee misses our St. Mark
family. We will plan a party of thanksgiving once
we are out of quarantine, and the church opens.
We hope you are well. Please stay home and stay
safe!

Property
Operating Fund YTD income was $12,200 below
budget and expenses were $6,100 below budget,
for a net $6,100 worse than budgeted. This is a
$2,000 improvement over last month, which is
encouraging considering our current situation with
no in-person services or activities.
Fund Balances - Total fund balances are down
$8,800 from the previous month and down $9,600
from the beginning of the fiscal year. This can be
attributed to a tree service invoice for $8,900 paid
in March.

Special Easter Offering Update
The total so far for the Special Easter
Offering is $4,050. Your gift will be
divided between One Great Hour of
Sharing and, for the
youth of St. Mark,
the Camps & Conferences Special
Fund so we can send the future
leaders of our Church to Christian
camps this year and for years
following.

Property Committee projects are taking place at St.
Mark while we have been away. The dumpster
enclosure is being re-built with concrete blocks to
make it stronger. Once we get back to
church, check out the new paint on
Princeton in the courtyard area. We
hope to see you very soon!

Sabbatical Update
Due to the COVID-19 virus, Rev. Brooks has decided
to postpone and reschedule his Sabbatical
scheduled for the month of May. However, he will
take vacation time from Wednesday April 29 –
Tuesday May 5. Rev. Dr. Randall McGee will
preside at worship on Sunday May 3.

White Rock Center of Hope
Sunday, May 10th
Canned Meat Products, Canned Tuna
Canned Soup of all types
Please note, White Rock Center of Hope is open
but by appointment only.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Stated Meeting of the Session, March 16, 2020.
 Motion passed that stated and called Session meetings be authorized to be held via tele-conference or
video conference, with at least two days’ notice and a quorum present on the call, and that this
authorization be included in the Standards of Procedure.
 Motion passed to accept the 2019 Session Minutes reviewed by Dr. Carol Stephenson of First
Presbyterian Church, Mesquite on March 8, 2020, with no exceptions.
 Motion passed to cancel all in-person church gatherings through March 30, 2020. A called Session
meeting is set for March 30, 2020 at 6:30 PM via teleconference.
Called Meeting of Session, March 30, 2020
 Motion passed to elect Becky Page and Dick Waters as Commissioners and Charles Miller as Alternate
for Stated Presbytery Meeting on Saturday May 30 at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Denton.
 Motion passed to cancel all church in-person gatherings through April 30, 2020.
Full sets of the minutes above are available to read on the Session bulletin board.

At its April 26th Stated meeting,
the Session voted to cancel all in-person gatherings through May 31 st.
If this changes, you will be notified immediately.

