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“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore
we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved
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into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the
mountains tremble at its swelling.”
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The human author of the first three verse of Psalm 46 had never heard of
Covid19 because Covid19 is a novel virus, meaning it’s newly created,
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completely unknown. But the metaphorical language of the earth giving way
with mountains being moved into the heart of the sea in certain ways focuses
one’s attention on the coronavirus pandemic. We’re experiencing a plague of
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MESSAGE FROM
biblical proportions. Almost every political-governmental direction we look for
THE SESSION
help leaves us emptyhanded often through partisan vapor lock. Recalling the
famous words of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “All we have to fear is
CALENDAR REMINDERS
fear itself’, comforts only until we re-glue ourselves to the latest news
broadcast, hanging onto every word. Then we are shaken, yet again, to the
April 5th – Palm Sunday
10:50 Virtual Worship
core. We need to be informed. We also need to look in the right direction, not
simply for information but for a proper relationship.
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” This
April 9th – Maundy Thursday
phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that
Virtual Worship
is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken
April 12th – Easter Sunday
may remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot
10:30 Virtual Worship
be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and
awe” Hebrews 12:25b-28 ESV
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This text offers spiritual hope for challenging questions during challenging times. Does our Christian faith feel
shaken or solid during this global pandemic? Do we believe that God is “a very present help in trouble”? What
could be standing in the way of our completely trusting in God as the coronavirus makes the waters roar and
foam as the mountains tremble?
Psalm 91:4-6 “He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a
shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that
stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.” (ESV)
At its core, our Christian response to the coronavirus is trusting in God’s Providential care and The Holy
Spirit’s guidance. While the length and breadth of this plague appears to change by the hour, our God does not.
Let us remain vigilant in our prayers for COVID19’s victims and those who are serving on the front lines in this
battle as well others laboring in other support, manufacturing, political, and research positions. Praise God, we
are not alone.
Blessings, Pastor Rick

Bulletin Board
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Treasurer's Report

Eight Months through 02/29/20

Stated Meeting of the Session, February 17, 2020






Operating Fund YTD income was $12,600 below
budget and expenses were $4,600 below budget,
for a net $8,000 worse than budgeted.
Fund Balances – Total fund balances are down
$2,400 from the previous month and down $800
from the beginning of our fiscal year.

Sandwich Sunday



Motion passed to receive, review, and approve
the PC (USA) Church Report for 2019.
Motion passed that Rev. Jeremy and Luta
Garbat-Welch, missionaries in Malawi
Africa, be designated as recipients of our
monthly Directed Mission Support.
Motion passed to change the deductible for
property losses from $2,500 per occurrence to
$5,000 per occurrence, with an annual savings
of approximately $900.
Motion passed that Session waive the
required 6-month notice for requesting
Sabbatical Leave and approve Reverend
Brooks request for Sabbatical Leave for
Monday May 4 through Sunday May 31,
2020.
Motion passed that Session approve the
Sabbatical Leave Guidelines section of the
Standards of Procedure as revised from
February 20, 2014 to February 9, 2020.
(It appears that Pastor Rick will not be able
to take his sabbatical at this time)

Thank you to everyone who responded with
contributions rather than sandwiches for Austin
Street Center this month. Enough money was
received to cover May Sandwich Sunday if needed.

A full set of Session minutes are available to read
on the Session bulletin board.

Special Easter Offering

Look for the button
on the Saint Mark home
page: saintmarkchurch.org .
You will need to set up an account the first time
you use this method, but after that you can just log
in.
Right now, we have options to contribute to the
Operating Fund or a Special Offering such as the
Easter Offering. Please contact Bill Grayson if you
have any questions or need assistance getting
started.
Contributions may also be mailed to or dropped
off at the church.
‘

The Session has set a goal of $5,000 for the 2020
Special Easter Offering. Your gift will be divided
between One Great Hour of Sharing and, for the
youth of St. Mark, the Camps & Conferences
Special Fund so we can send the future leaders of
our Church to Christian camps this year and for
years following.
Please give generously.

Online Giving is now available for members.
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Upcoming Events
Easter Egg Hunt

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
In response to public health concerns around
COVID-19, and out of an abundance of
caution, the ruling elders of the Session, at its
called meeting on March 30th, voted to cancel
all “in person” gatherings through April 30th.
We pray for your health and safety during this
time If you have any questions or concerns,
please call the church office. We will receive
your messages and answer as soon as
possible.

Sunday Sermons, Scriptures
Virtual Worship Services
April 5 – “Full Stop”
Psalm 118:19-29, Matthew 21:1-11
Palm Sunday
April 9
Maundy Thursday
April 12 – “Echo”
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 28:1-10
Resurrection Sunday/ Easter
April 19
“Hope Less”
Acts 2:22-32; John 20:19-29
2nd Sunday of Easter
April 26
“On the Road Again”
Acts 22:36-41; Luke 24:13-35
3rd Sunday of Easter

White Rock Center of Hope
Sunday, April 12th
WRCH needs the following: canned
soup of all types, canned tuna, canned
meat products (chili, chicken, Chef
Boyardee, ham, etc.)

We do need newspaper bags, please.
We do not need any other type of plastic bags.

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt had to
be canceled this year due to the
COVID-19 restrictions. We hope that you and your
family are doing well and that we are able to get
back to normal life, and church, very soon!

Happy Belated Birthday
Cathy Schingle (March 15) & Pattie Gooch (March 17)

April Birthdays
April 1
Ann Gordon
Ann O’Neal
April 3
Thomas Munoz
Kim Price
Donna Simes
April 6
Souvenir Swift
April 8
Noylene Howard
April 9
Kathleen Arthur
Don McGowan
April 10
Nikki Guinnee
April 11
Bruce Huckaba

April 12
Joseph Brown
Valerie Basset
April 13
Mason Brown
Doug Duncan
Mercy Shea
April 15
Alice McLean
April 20
Sandra Knapp
April 21
Anne Carlson
April 22
Patti Aulenbach
John Carver
April 28
Charles Shea
April 30
Bill Grayson

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School has been postponed until
further notice. We hope to be able to hold VBS
later in the summer. We will let you know when/if
VBS is rescheduled. We hope all you kids are
having fun at home, but don’t forget your studies.
Our VBS theme is ‘Fishing for Friends” from the
Bible story about Jesus calling for his disciples to be
“fishers of men”. You can read about this story in
the New Testament. Check out these verses:
Matthew 4:18-22, Luke 5:1-11, John 21:1-19.
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Hmmm, let’s look back for a moment. The last two months my newsletter
column has focused on things happening in the neighborhoods near the
church. We’ve got lots of new residential construction and remodeling of
older homes. We also got upgrades happening at Bryan Adams, Harry Stone
Park, and the Casa View Shopping Center. I wondered who might be living in
these new homes and using these upgraded facilities and how St. Mark might
connect with these neighbors.
I even gave you an assignment last month:
spend some time driving or wandering around the neighborhoods surrounding the church. Maybe
take a different route to and from church. Or go for an old-fashioned Sunday drive and just explore.
Go up and down some of the residential streets. If you have the time maybe even do it early in the
morning or early evening. Or go on a Saturday. Who do you see? What do you do? Is it what you
expected or did anything surprise you? How might God be calling St. Mark to connect with these folks.
I’d love to hear about what you find
Hmmm. That was last month. My how things have changed in response to COVID-19. I still think that is a
good assignment for you. But let’s postpone it to sometime in the future.
Right now, we need to be a good neighbor by following healthy and safe practices. You have heard all the
instructions about social distancing, so I won’t repeat them here. But remember it is possible and important
to stay connected with our neighbors even as we stay a safe distance away. Here are a few things I have been
thinking about:
 Stay in touch with friends and neighbors on the phone or computer.
 If it is safe for you to be out in your yard greet your neighbors as they walk by. In my neighborhood lots
of families that I don’t know have been walking by. We maintain our distance but still chat with each
other.
 If you are able to help a neighbor please do. Run an extra errand for someone who shouldn’t be out
while you are out doing your own errands.
 Let someone be a good neighbor to you. If you need something, ask a neighbor. I know our
neighborhood has organized a program where people can let the leadership know if they need
something.
 If you see your letter carrier or any other folks that are making deliveries make sure you say thanks to
them. Same thing for the folks working at the grocery store.
Don’t forget to take care of spiritual things as well:
 Watch the videos or listen to the recordings that St. Mark is making available.
 Read your Sunday school lesson every week. Maybe even call some and chat about it.
 Keep up with your daily devotions.
 If you do spend some time in your yard you might pray for each person that walks by while you are
out. Even if you don’t know them.
 Watch for the Thursday email from St. Mark. Each week I will be sharing a couple of things that you
and your family might find helpful for doing Christian Education at home.
Let me know if you find any of these things helpful.
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
In response to public health concerns around COVID-19, and out of an abundance of
caution, the ruling elders of the Session, at its called meeting on March 30th, voted to
cancel all “in person” gatherings through April 30th. We pray for your health and safety
during this time If you have any questions or concerns, please call the church office.
We will receive your messages and answer as soon as possible.
April committee meetings – your committee chairperson will contact you regarding
upcoming meetings.

A BEAUTIFUL IDEA FOR PALM SUNDAY

How can we publicly acknowledge this important day on our calendar when so many of us will
be behind closed doors? The Missionaries of the Holy Spirit posted this idea on their
Facebook page: What if everyone on Sunday, April 5th in the morning, puts a branch on the
door of their house or on the window, to celebrate Palm Sunday?
It could be any green branch you can get. This would help, despite the social distancing, to be
connected as we enter into the Holiest of Weeks.
We may be physically isolated, but not separated. We are united as the body of Christ.
We are the Church.
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