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CALENDAR REMINDERS 

March 8th – Blood Drive 

March 8th –  
Daylight Saving Time Begins 

March 14th –  
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 
9:00 am Mini Workday 

March 15th – Spring Fling 
Potluck Luncheon 

March 29th  – Sandwich 
Sunday @ Austin Street 

We’re now into the Lenten season.  We’ll be experiencing Holy Week sooner 
than we might imagine. Hopefully, we’ve been taking a personal inventory of 
our sins of commission and omission with attendant repentance.  But these 
exercises can be challenging for many because Western culture now operates 
in an I’m Ok, You’re Ok environment.  “It’s all good” has become a catch 
phrase, in the face of all the evidence it’s certainly not all good.  It’s broken 
beyond all measure and can’t be restored by human effort alone.  In 1973 
famed Psychiatrist, Karl Menninger, published his book questioning this 
phenomenon, “Whatever Became of Sin?” Dr. Menninger was predated by 
decades by Christian ethicist, H. Richard Niebuhr, in his book “The Kingdom 
of God in America” with this observation: 
 

“A God without wrath brought men without sin into a Kingdom 
without judgment through the ministrations of a Christ without a 
Cross.” 

 

In my opinion, Niebuhr’s summation hits the mark regarding where Western 
Christendom currently stands in the Northern Hemisphere.  The fact that his 
prescient statement was published in 1937 is all the more chilling in 2020 
because the downward theological slide has been accelerating regarding 
human sin, God’s judgment, and Christ’s Cross.  Today culture influences 
church instead of the other way around.  That’s why sin doesn’t matter 
because nobody or institution has the “right” to define it.  God certainly 
doesn’t judge anyone because He doesn’t have the “right” to do so given His 
track record of allowing evil to exist in the first place.  And the bloody Cross of 
Christ is all about Divine child abuse by God who deserves scorn, definitely 
not worship. 
 

Yet all is not lost because God’s yes is stronger than our no.  On Good Friday, 
2010, I preached: “It’s Friday but Sunday’s Coming”.  Because when all hope 
evaporates and God is silent, that’s often when God is up to His best work.  
Easter Sunday, 2010, I preached that only God can bring life out of death.  I 
believe that message now even more than when I preached it.  Despite what 
has happened in Western Christendom, I really don’t think God is finished 
with the Body of Christ.  We’re a work in progress that won’t end until He’s 
completed it.  We will be redeemed.  We will know a new life. Resurrection 
morning, we’ll see what God’s been up to all along.  
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 

 

St. Mark Connection 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church 

9999 Ferguson Road   Dallas, TX  75238   214-321-6437 
office@saintmarkchurch.org   www.saintmarkchurch.org 

Volume 67 

Issue 3 
March 
2020 

Pastor’s Corner 



 

 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.  
March 2020  Page 2 

 
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

March 1 – “There Will Be a Test” 
Psalm 32:1-11; Matthew 4:1-11 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
1st Sunday in Lent    
 

March 8 – “Two Teachers” 
Psalm 121:1-8; John 3:1-17   
Rev. Dr. Randall McGee 
2nd Sunday in Lent   
 

March 15 - “An Inside Job for An Outsider”  
Psalm 95:1-11; John 4:5-42  
3rd Sunday in Lent    
 

March 22 - “The Verdict Is In” 
Psalm 23:1-6; John 9:1-41 
4th Sunday in Lent 
 
March 29 - “God’s Yes Covers Our No” 
Psalm 130:1-8; John 11:1-45 
5th Sunday in Lent               
 

 
God Bless You on Your Birthday 

 

March 5 March 16 
 Jacie Minick Phyllis Speck 
March 8 March 19 
 Jacob Curry  Pauline Millender 
 Shea Curry  March 25 
March 10  Sabrina King 
 Kat Hutchings March 31 
   Bunty Taylor 
 

 

Blood Drive 
 

There is no more important gift one 
can give than a pint of blood. The 
lives that can be touched, saved, are 
countless.  Mark your calendars 
now!  Look for the bus in the front 
parking lot on Sunday, March 8th.    

Contact Sue Duncan for more information.   
Thank you. 

 

Time Change Reminder 
Sunday, March 8th  

 

Set your clocks forward one hour 
before going to bed on Saturday 
night, March 7th.   

 
 

Sunday, March 8th  
White Rock Center of Hope 

 

Items needed: 
Canned Meat Products 

Canned Tuna 
Canned Soup of all types 

Thank you! 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

All men of St. Mark are invited to the Men’s 
Breakfast on Saturday, March 14th  
at 8:00am.   The Men’s Breakfast meets in the 
church parlor on the second Saturday of the month 
for a time of food, fellowship, devotional and 
sharing of prayer concerns.  
 

After the Men’s Breakfast all are invited to help 
with the mini workday beginning at 9:00am. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Potluck Luncheon 
Sunday, March 15th  

 
Immediately following worship, please plan to join 
your church family for a potluck lunch.  Enjoy time 
relaxing and catching up with your friends. 
Please bring your favorite spring potluck dish.  Your 
Fellowship Committee will provide bread and 
beverages. 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Last month I wrote about real estate in my article.  I asked you to think about 
the people that might be moving into newly constructed and renovated 
homes near the church.  I noted that some of the new residents might be 
“young families” but I also mentioned that there are also many empty 
nesters moving into our part of town.  I encourage you to think about how 
we might reach out to these diverse groups of people. 
 

This month I want you to look across Ferguson to the pile of dirt at Harry Stone Recreation Center the 
next time you are at St. Mark.  Do you know what is going on there?  The Parks and Recreation 
Department is completely redoing the swimming pool set up. I believe the original pool was over 60 years 
old and long past its prime.  I am not sure exactly what is going to be part of the new neighborhood 
aquatic center that will replace the old pool.  But I do know that people expect different things from 
swimming pools or aquatic centers than they did fifty years ago.  So, the new aquatic center may look 
much different from the traditional swimming pool.  It will be exciting to see what the final result looks 
like. 
 
I wonder who will be coming to use the new aquatic center?  Will it be folks who live within walking 
distance?  Will it be so interesting that people will come from all over to use it?  Will there be early 
morning lap swimmers?  Or maybe there will be swim teams from all over the city.  
 
As I think about who will be at the new aquatic center, I wonder what we might do at St. Mark to connect 
with them.  Will some of them not even notice that there is a church across the street?  Will there be 
people there who might like to come to Vacation Bible School, the Advent Festival, or the Easter Egg Hunt.  
Maybe they will want to bring their dog to our dog park.  Or they might need to know about the AA 
meetings that we host.  Or maybe they even might want to sing in the choir or attend a men’s breakfast.  
Maybe there are some folks who would like to attend a Bible study after they swim their laps.  Or maybe 
there might be some parents who would like to gather in a group with their children who have just taken 
a swimming lesson.  What do you think we might do to connect with them?  Perhaps we might start by 
having folks attend the grand opening of the new aquatic center this summer. 
 
Let me wrap up this month by suggesting that you spend some time driving or wandering around the 
neighborhoods surrounding the church.  Maybe take a different route to and from church.  Or go for an 
old-fashioned Sunday drive and just explore.  Go up and down some of the residential streets.  If you have 
the time maybe even do it early in the morning or early evening.  Or go on a Saturday.  Who do you see?  
What do you do?  Is it what you expected or did anything surprise you?  How might God be calling St. 
Mark to connect with these folks.  I’d love to hear about what you find. 
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Treasurer's Report 

Seven Months through 01/31/20 

 
 

Operating Fund – YTD income was $10,900 below 
budget and expenses were $5,300 below budget, 
for a net $5,600 worse than budgeted.   
Unrestricted contributions are $10,100 below 
budget and $17,600 behind last year after seven 
months. 
 

Fund Balances - Total fund balances are down 
$4,300 from the previous month and up $1,700 
from the beginning of the fiscal year.  The current 
month decrease is mainly due to disbursement of 
the Special Christmas Offering contributions. 
 

 
 
 
 

You are Invited 
90th Birthday Celebration 

 

Phyllis Danhof Speck 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Between 3:30 and 5:30 
Lake Highlands Presbyterian Church  

 

Please, no gifts. 
 

RSVP by March 5th  
Call the church for more information.

 
 

Sympathy 
 
Sympathy to Pattie Gooch 
and family in the death of 

her mother, Jane Driggers who was promoted to 
Glory on January 10th.  A memorial service was held 
on Friday, February 7th at Sparkman Hillcrest. 
 
Sympathy to the family of Ron Ruiz, husband of 
former member Susi Brussard.  Ron was promoted 
to Glory on February 4th.  A memorial service will 
be held Friday, Feb. 28, 1:00 pm at First 
Presbyterian Church in Colorado Springs.   Please 
call the church office for contact information. 
 
Prayers for both families are greatly appreciated. 
 

 

Sandwich Sunday 
March 29th  

 
If you are able, please prepare one to 3 dozen 
wrapped sandwiches or bring snacks.  
Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.  
Volunteers will leave the church at 
5:30 pm to serve sandwiches to the 
homeless at Austin Street Center.  
 
 
Stated Meeting of the Session, January 20, 2020. 
 

 There were no committee 
motions this month. 

 
A full set of Session minutes are available to read 
on the Session bulletin board.  
 
 

 

Bulletin Board 

Thank you to all who contributed 
to the food pantry. 

Your gifts are greatly appreciated. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Holy Week 
April 5 – April 12 


