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reminders
January 11 - 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast
9:00 am - Christmas
Decorations will be taken
down.
January 19 – Commitment
Sunday

We now begin not only a new year but also a new decade. Reflecting on
the Saint Mark calendar 10 years ago, I can note that there have been
changes but also continuity grounded in God’s love to a point where it
appears nothing has changed at all. Does time ever stand still? In fact,
how do I even know what time is? Saint Augustine (354 AD-430AD) of
Hippo in North Africa asks this question in his book, “Confessions”, Chapter
14.
“What is time? Who can easily and briefly explain this? Who can
comprehend this, even in thought, so as to express it in a word? Yet
what do we discuss more familiarly and knowingly in conversation
than time? Surely, we understand it when we talk about it, and also
understand it when we hear others talk about it. What, then, is time?
If no one asks me, I know; if I want to explain it to someone who asks
me, I do not know.”
If the brilliant theological giant, Saint Augustine, can’t define “time”, I
certainly won’t even attempt it. Yet while a lack of definition does not
bring understanding it can at least point me toward the importance of
time. Here is a 54-word poem by Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, a pioneering civil
rights leader who was the president of Morehouse College during Martin
Luther King Jr’s education there.
I only have a minute.
Sixty seconds in it.
Forced upon me, I did not choose it,
But I know that I must use it.
Give account if I abuse it.
Suffer, if I lose it.
Only a tiny little minute,
But eternity is in it.
So here we are, welcoming a new year in a new decade. I pray that Saint
Mark does not squander God’s gift of time by abusing and losing it.
Instead, let us use our allotted time joining together with the Heavenly
Hosts and our brothers and sisters in Christ to build God’s Kingdom through
the power of The Holy Spirit. Happy New Year!
Pastor Rick

Bulletin Board
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
January 5
“Post-Truth Fake News”
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-18
January 12
“Permanent vs Dry Erase”
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
January 19
“Committed to The Anointed”
1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42
January 26
“Go Fish”
1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23

God Bless You on Your Birthday
January 4
Vickie Lall
January 5
Selina Cantu
Sue Duncan
January 15
Cody Robinson
Travis Stephen

January 24
Norma Murray
January 26
Clive Duncan
January 27
Mary Allison Crawley
January 30
Marie Chambers
January 31
Marilyn Jackson

Wednesday Bible Study
Wednesday Bible Study will
resume on January 8th at 10:30.
You are invited to join Pastor Rick
in study and conversation using
the Wired Word. Great
fellowship and snacks are provided.

Men’s Breakfast
Mini Workday
All men of St. Mark are invited to join together for
the monthly Men’s Breakfast on
Saturday, January 11th at 8:00am. After
our breakfast, we will take down the
outdoor and Sanctuary Christmas
decorations, and pack them away for next year.

Directory Update
George and Cathy Schingle
Contact the church office for
more information.

Thank You!
St. Mark Church Family,

White Rock Center of Hope
Sunday, January 12th
Pantry Items Needed: canned meat products and
canned tuna. Any boxed shelf items, such as
Hamburger Helper, Suddenly Salad, Jello, Ramen
Noodles, etc.
Thank you!

Thank you so much for your generous Christmas
gift. What a blessing it is to work with and for such
a remarkable congregation. You exemplify your
mission statement in all that you
do, existing to know Jesus and to
make Him known. May God bless
you richly in the coming year.
And may God continue to bless
this church and its leadership.
Blessings,
Kat Hutchings and Bob King
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Bulletin Board
Treasurer's Report

Special Christmas Offering Update

Five Months Ending November 30, 2019

Grateful thanks to all who have
contributed to this year’s Special
Christmas Offering. As of
December 29th, we have received
$4,503 in contributions to this project.
We will continue to receive contributions through
January 5th. Your generous contributions this year
are going to the PC(USA) Joy Offering and to the
Scholarship Program of
the Ministry of Hope in
Malawi, Africa.

Operating Fund - YTD income was $7,400 below
budget and YTD expenses were $3,400 below
budget, for a net $4,000 worse than budgeted.
Fund Balance - Total fund balances are up $20,200
from the previous month and down $11,600 from
the beginning of our fiscal year.

Commitment Sunday – January 19th
The Session of St. Mark invites you to participate in our annual stewardship program. Our
theme again this year is “Stewardship Is Heart Work” On January 19th, Commitment Sunday,
we will dedicate our Faith Promises to the Operating Fund as well as volunteer for various
church responsibilities and activities. We will also renew our covenant as a faith community
to the mission of St. Mark Presbyterian Church.




The Operating Fund is the recipient of our tithes and provides funding for all activities, worship and
music, Christian education, utilities, building maintenance and salaries at St. Mark, as well as our support
for all PC(USA) and other mission and outreach ministries, including the White Rock Center of Hope,
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services, Grace Presbyterian Village and the Ministry of Hope in
Malawi, Africa.
If you wish to make a Faith Promise to another permanent fund, such as the Capital Fund or the
Mission Fund or the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, you will also have an opportunity to do that.
However, please make this promise as an “over and above” gift after supporting the Operating
Fund.

Please look for more information and a Faith Promise card coming in the mail soon, and join us on Sunday,
January 19th as we come together once more to commit to the future of St. Mark Presbyterian Church.
Everyone’s financial commitment to the support of St. Mark Presbyterian Church is vital to our future mission.
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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I was looking back over some old newsletters and notes. I found something I
thought I would share again because it is timely. A decade or so ago a bunch
of us from St. Mark attended a one-day event called the Magnetic Church
Conference. During the breaks I heard folks from different congregations
making comments about how they felt as though they didn’t know enough to
talk with others about their faith and their church.
In response I wrote a newsletter article with some suggestions about how we might talk about our faith and
St. Mark. I think some of my thoughts were pretty good while some were dated. So I decided to revise them
and pass them along ina new article.
My suggestions:
Be ready to talk about what you do know. Think about what you like or love about St. Mark and how you
might tell someone about that. For example:
I look forward to going to worship on Sunday because … (finish the sentence).
When I was having a tough time the people of St. Mark helped by ….
We make sandwiches for the homeless several times a year and it is important to me because….
The discussions in my Sunday School class have helped me by…..
When I learn new music and sing with the choir I….
I experience the love of God with the people at St. Mark when…
I could list many more but I bet you get the idea.
Talk about what you do know.
Talk in the same way that you would like someone to talk to you.
You don’t have to be ready to explain or defend everything about Presbyterian belief or how we read the
Bible.
You don’t have to present proofs of God to convince an atheist.
You don’t have to debate with someone who belongs to a different church than you do.
Simply share your own experience in ways that are appropriate for the time and place
If someone asks you a question and you don’t know the answer admit it.
And offer to try and find out. Then ask someone at St. Mark who you think may know the answer.

THE SOCK AND GLOVE TREE
Thank you for your gifts of warm adult and children’s socks and gloves left at the sock
tree! The adult socks and gloves were given to Austin Street Center and are so
appreciated! The children’s socks and gloves were given to the White Rock Center of
Hope. We thank you for your love and generous giving during the Christmas season!
Your Mission Committee
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SESSION
Stated Meeting of the Session, November 18, 2019







Motion passed to approve the lease agreement with Familia de Dios for use of the Family Center.
(Subsequently, the Familia de Dios congregation decided not to use our Family Center but to continue
looking for a facility that better meets their needs.)
Motion passed to accept the Annual Financial Review as prepared by Becky Page and Sheila Wahl.
Motion passed to budget $28,000 for Family Center repairs from the Capital Fund, to be available in
December.
Motion passed that the church office be closed for the following holidays in 2020: Wednesday January
1 – New Year’s Day, Monday May 25 – Memorial Day, Monday September 7 – Labor Day, Thursday
November 26 – Thanksgiving Day, Thursday December 24 – Christmas Eve.
Motion passed to elect Charles Miller and Pelham Swift as Commissioners for the Stated Presbytery
Meeting on Saturday December 7, 2019.

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board.
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