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reminders
November 30 – 9:45 a.m.
Family Advent Festival
December 1 –Hanging of
the Greens
December 8 – 8:45 a.m.
Christmas Brunch
December 8 – Worship
and Christmas Cantata
December 14 – 6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir at the
Arboretum
December 22 –
Lessons and Carols
December 24 –
5:15 Reception
6:00 Candlelight Worship

There was a farmer who grew excellent quality corn. Every year he
won the award for the best grown corn. One year a newspaper reporter
interviewed him and learned something interesting about how he grew it.
The reporter discovered that the farmer shared his seed corn with his
neighbors. “How can you afford to share your best seed corn with your
neighbors when they are entering corn in competition with yours each
year?” the reporter asked.
“Why sir,” said the farmer, “Didn’t you know? The wind picks up
pollen from the ripening corn and swirls it from field to field. If my
neighbors grow inferior corn, cross-pollination will steadily degrade the
quality of my corn. If I am to grow good corn, I must help my neighbors
grow good corn.”
So is with our lives... Those who want to live meaningfully and well
must help enrich the lives of others, for the value of a life is measured by
the lives it touches. And those who choose to be happy must help others
find happiness, for the welfare of each is bound up with the welfare of
all...
The author of the story above is unknown. To me, it speaks to the
Nativity of God entering the human experience through the Christ Child.
The central core of Advent is the inbreaking of love, or, as Eugene
Peterson wrote, “God moved into the neighborhood.” By the power of
The Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary and became man (Nicene
Creed). This theological action is called the Enfleshment of the Divine. It is
the Good News that’s so good it can’t be kept for ourselves. God’s love
must be shared, passed along freely to a broken world desperate for
hope. Proverbs 11:24-25 speaks to this outpouring of love.
One gives freely, yet grows all the richer;
another withholds what he should give,
and only suffers want.
Whoever brings blessing will be enriched,
and one who waters will himself be watered. ESV
This Advent season let us redouble our efforts to share the Good
News of God’s love with our neighbors.
Be blessed with a Merry Christmas, Pastor Rick

Upcoming Events
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
December 1 – “Right on Time”
Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
1st Sunday of Advent
December 8 Christmas Cantata
“Have You Heard?”
2nd Sunday of Advent
December 15 - “Waiting for the One”
Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-11
3rd Sunday of Advent

Once again, the Mission & Outreach Committee
will provide the St. Mark Congregation with the
opportunity to dig a bit into their
respective pockets and bring new
socks for children, teens, and adults
and deposit them into the basket
below the Christmas tree in the parlor. This year
we would also like to send new gloves for children,
teens, and adults. Let us fill the basket – make that
at least two baskets – Christmas 2019!
Thank you,
Mission/Outreach Committee

Have You Noticed
What’s Happening Around St. Mark?

December 22
Lessons and Carols
4th Sunday of Advent
December 24 5:15 p.m. - Christmas Eve Fellowship
6:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Worship
December 29 - “From Terror to Blessing”
Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 2:13-23

God Bless You on Your Birthday
December 2
Phyllis Miller
December 3
Collin Stephen
December 6
Voni Robinson
December 7
Leigh Taylor
December 9
Pam McGuire
December 10
Randall McGee
December 11
Mary Moffitt

Sock Tree Time

December 12
SuzAnne Munoz
December 13
Alex Crawley
December 14
Becky Page
December 15
Ron McMahon
December 27
Clint Taylor
December 29
Sheila Wahl
December 31
Diane Llywelyn
Emily Stephen

In case you haven’t noticed…Austin Hall and the
Sanctuary have a new roof. Before the roof was
replaced, the trees in front of the Sanctuary and in
front of Austin Hall were raised and trimmed. Also,
the trees in front of the Family Center were
trimmed. Yard maintenance is an ongoing project.
The biggest change is the Scout Hut being
removed. The Scout Hut was the original worship
space when St. Mark began in 1953. The original
building had various uses over the years and finally
became the meeting place for our Boy Scout Troop
until they disbanded, and the building fell into
disrepair.
The Property and Maintenance Committee is
working to update and maintain the St. Mark
campus.
Keep an eye out for more projects to be
completed!

Church Office Holiday Schedule
The church office will be closed
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
December 24th and 25th. The
office will also be closed the
following week on Wednesday, January 1, 2019.
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Mark Your Calendars
For These St. Mark Events
The holidays are upon us, with many activities scheduled at St. Mark.

November 30th - Family Advent Festival

December 8th - Christmas Brunch Buffet

9:45am – 12 noon. Children age 3 through 5th
grade and their parents, grandparents, & friends,
are invited. We will all sing carols, enjoy Christmas
stories and craft some creations to take home.

From 8:45-10:15 a.m., please join
your friends and family for
fellowship, food, and fun in the
Family Center!
A Christmas Brunch Buffet prepared
by the Fellowship Committee will
include a variety of breakfast
casseroles, bacon, ham, biscuits,
and gravy, and a fruit selection. Coffee, hot tea,
orange juice, and apple juice will be served.
There will be no cost for this delicious meal, but
we will need your reservation for preparation
purposes. A Love Offering will be received.
Reservation deadline is December 1st.
Following the brunch,
"Have You Heard?"
(A Celtic Christmas Celebration)
will be presented by the Chancel Choir
and the Handbell Choir during worship
in the Sanctuary.

Craft projects: Advent Wreath,
and Christmas ornaments.
Giving Back Project – packing up
some gifts for children in need.
Please RSVP Marilyn at
marjack58@gmail.com

December 1st
Advent begins on this Sunday and the tradition at
St. Mark is to decorate the church inside and out.
A light lunch will be provided after the worship
service for those participating. After the lunch
Hanging of the Greens will begin. We will adorn
the parlor, hallway, Narthex, and of course the
Sanctuary.

Saturday, December 14th
Weather permitting, the St. Mark
Handbell Choir will be performing at
the Arboretum. Concert time is 6:30.

December 22nd - “Lessons and Carols”

A service of music and scripture is presented by the Sanctuary and Bell Choirs during the
10:30am worship service.

December 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Join us for a gathering of friends and family in the parlor at 5:15 p.m.
Worship begins at 6:00 p.m.

December 25th - Merry Christmas!!
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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Bulletin Board
Treasurer's Report
Four Months Ending October 31, 2019

URGENT Pantry Needs at St. Mark
Vienna Sausage, Tuna, Ham, or
Chicken Salad kits
Fruit cups
Granola Bars, Breakfast Bars, Soups
(the meaty variety with pop top lids)
Canned meat products (chili, ravioli, stew,
spaghetti & meatballs, etc.)
We have plenty of plastic dinnerware and paper
bags – thank you so much.

Directory Update
Linda Youmans has a new email address. Please
call the church office for an update.
Operating Fund - YTD income was $3,100 below
budget and YTD expenses were $2,400 below
budget, for a net $700 worse than budgeted.
Fund Balances – Total fund balances are down
$29,100 from the previous month and down
$31,800 from the beginning of the fiscal year,
primarily due to roof replacement and other
maintenance projects.

Blood Drive Results
We had 10 volunteers and received
9 units of blood potentially saving 27
lives during this season of high need
and low supply.
Thank you to all who were able to donate.
Sue Duncan

Thank You!
The Fellowship Committee wishes to
thank all who contributed to the
Giving Tree for new tablecloths.
Because of your generosity, we met
our goal and plan to have beautiful
new cloths on the tables for the
Christmas Brunch.

Special Christmas Offering
St. Mark members are asked to open their hearts
for our Special Christmas Offering. Half of the
funds received will go to the Joy Offering and half
will go to the Ministry of Hope in Malawi, Africa.
The Joy Offering provides support for retired and
active pastors and
church workers and
their families, as well
as support for the
racial-ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA).
The Ministry of Hope serves
orphans, infants and widows in
rural Malawi, Africa. Our offering
this year will be used to provide
scholarship support for children
from the villages served by the
Ministry of Hope who are
attending high school, college and vocational trade
schools.
The Session has set a goal of $5,000 for this year’s
offering. Please prayerfully consider your gift to
the offering as a reflection of your gratitude for the
multitude of blessings that you have received.

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.

December 2019

Page 5

I just finished an enjoyable lunch meeting with a handful of colleagues. We met
at the Royal China restaurant. It is located in the shopping center at the
northeast corner of Royal and Preston. That part of Dallas was one of the areas
that was really hard hit by the tornadoes in October. The shopping centers at
the southeast and southwest corners of Preston and Royal were essentially
destroyed by the storm. But much of the northeast corner was able to be open
within a few weeks. That is the nature of tornadoes. They destroy one building
but may not touch another structure just a few yards away.
We were meeting in this location because we wanted to support a business that had been able to reopen. As
we were gathering, we shared stories about where we were during the tornado. None of my colleagues’
homes were damaged even though some lived near the areas hit hard. But we all had friends that had serious
damage to their homes and offices.
As we were leaving the restaurant, I noticed the sky was dark and cloudy. There were storms in the forecast. I
wondered how folks in the area who had lived through the storms in October reacted now when the sky
looked ominous?
I thought about the opening lines of Psalm 46:
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart
of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
That is a common Psalm to read in times of trouble. I have used it in many funerals.
But I got to wondering. If my home were destroyed by a tornado how might I react? Would I find Psalm 46
comforting. Would I think of God as a “refuge and strength?” I hope I would. But I just might find it difficult to
believe in the moment. But I have a hunch I would need the support of my church to help me remember and
believe. I am quite thankful that God calls us together in community and that we don’t have to do our
believing and trusting all by ourselves.
So, what do you think?

What a blessing and a joy it is to be a part of the ministry
at St. Mark Presbyterian Church.
The staff wishes you peace, love, and joy this Christmas
and throughout the coming year.
Pastor Rick Brooks
Gary O’Neal
Rev. Dr. Randall McGee
Kat Hutchings
Bob King
Elaine Burgess
St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Stated Meeting of the Session, October 21, 2019.





Motion passed for the Task Force to continue the process toward the Family Center Lease with the Familia
de Dios congregation.
Motion passed that the recipients of the Special Christmas Offering should continue as in past years, with
50% to the Christmas Joy Offering and 50% to the Ministry of Hope Scholarship Program.
Motion passed to approve a Rudy Gatlin Gospel Concert in the Sanctuary on Sunday November 3 at 6pm.
Motion passed that monies collected from the Reformation Sunday Evening Service go to the Giving Tree
toward the purchase of new tablecloths.

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board.

White Rock Center of Hope
Sunday, December 8th
Canned Meat Products and Canned
Tuna
Any & all kinds of Canned Vegetables plus condiments & any shelf products
such as:
Hamburger Helper, Suddenly Salad,
Jell-O, Ramen Noodles, etc.
Also any Holiday Fare items such as Pumpkin,
Cranberry Sauce, Boxed Dressing, etc.
NO MORE PLASTIC BAGS PLEASE.
Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks not only for our
many blessings but for those who so graciously give
of their time and talents as volunteers in the church.
On October 27th this cake was enjoyed by all in
appreciation of volunteers.
To every one of you, from those who make repairs,
to those who cover the office we are truly grateful
to God for you and your service to the church.

Thank You!

Thank you for your help collecting food for the
Veterans. Over 300 pounds of food was delivered
on Sunday, November 10th.
A project like this requires many hands and giving
hearts. A special shout-out goes to Wylie
Matthews for requesting food items for his
birthday party rather than gifts of toys! The
Veterans were so thankful and wanted you
to know how much you are appreciated! This is
truly our being "Jesus' hands and feet.”
Blessings to each of you!
Mission and Outreach Committee
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Poinsettias
The Worship and Music Committee is taking orders for Poinsettias to decorate our Sanctuary during the
Advent/Christmas Season. If you would like to place an order, please complete this form and place it in the
offering plate or return it to the church office. Poinsettias are $10.00 each!
Make your check payable to: St. Mark Presbyterian Church and mark for poinsettias.
THE DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 st!
(Please make a note – this is an earlier deadline than previously published)
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
I wish to order ____________ poinsettias at $10.00 each.
In honor of_______________________________________________
In memory of______________________________________________
In celebration of___________________________________________
Other____________________________________________________________

