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reminders
November 3 – All Saint’s
Sunday
November 3 – Gospel
Concert with Rudy Gatlin
November 9 – Men’s
Breakfast & Mini
Workday
November 10 – Blood
Drive
November 14 – Cluster
Service at Northridge
November 21 –
GriefShare “Surviving the
Holidays”
November 23 – Cluster
Officer Training at FPC
Mesquite
November 24 – Christ the
King Sunday
November 28-29 –
Church Office Closed
“Happy Thanksgiving”

Large printed paper posters displayed in many churches often ask
intriguing theological questions. One of those posters that caught my
attention recently read:
"What if you woke up this morning with only the things you thanked God
for the day before?”
Now that we've entered November, which brings Thanksgiving, that
church’s paper poster gave me pause as I prepared the liturgy for
upcoming worship services. What if I did lose relationships I value
because of a lack of gratitude? Have I been taking my personal
relationships for granted? Have I been neglectful and inattentive?
These questions have been on my mind, driven home more fully when
making Thanksgiving Day plans with our family. The calendar reminds
me of days that are fast approaching, like the first Sunday of Advent.
But it also helped remind me of how empty life would be without having
so many people in my life.
I was startled by the words of that church poster - not so much because
I wasn't thankful but because I had become complacent. I was guilty of
no longer being thankful enough to even stop in my business to offer
thanks to God at all for the people in my life!
That may be a shocking confession from a pastor but that's how much
the poster's message affected me. I devote time daily to intercessory
prayer for people and with people, but it was chilling to realize that I
have neglected thanking God for those very same people.
All gifts come from God and chief among His gifts are the people in our
lives. "Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change." (James 1:17, NRSV) So, I'm going to
echo the poster's question: What if you woke up this morning with only
the things you thanked God for the day before?
Blessings, Pastor Rick

Upcoming Events
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events
November 3rd - “Transforming Invitation”
Psalm 119:137-144; Luke 19:1-10
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper
All Saints’ Sunday
November 10th – “No More Questions”
Psalm 98:1-9; Luke 20:27-38
17th

November
“Answers Arrive from Rubble and Trouble”
Isaiah 12:1-6; Luke 21:5-19
November 24th –
“Our King’s Incomprehensible Forgiveness”
Colossians 1:13-20; Luke 23:32-43
Christ The King Sunday

God Bless You on Your Birthday
November 2
John Wahl
November 4
Alan Aulenbach
November 7
Dorothy Moore
November 13
Charles Miller
November 18
Cheryl Nowlin
Troy Simpson

November 20
Teri Brooks
November 21
Julian Oney
Andi Taylor
November 24
Vincent Oney
Pelham Swift
November 28
Robert Mounts

All Saints’ Sunday
Sunday, November 3rd, is All Saints' Sunday, and
during the 10:30 Worship service we will be
commemorating those members and loved ones
who have joined the church eternal in the last year.

Flo Jeffrey, Flo Philips,
and Mary Scallorn

Time Change
Daylight Saving Time ends this
weekend. Don’t forget to set your
clocks back one hour on Saturday
night, November 2nd.

Blood Drive
There is no more important gift one can
give than a pint of blood. The lives that
can be touched, saved, are countless.
Mark your calendars now! Look for the
bus in the front parking lot on November 10th.
Contact Sue Duncan for more information.
Thank you.

Veterans Day
The Mission and Outreach
Committee asks that we honor
our Military on Veterans
Day. Any canned food, boxed
food like Hamburger Helper, or
pastas collected now through November 10 th will
be delivered to the VFW on Garland Road. This will
help restock the food pantry for the Veterans and
their families.
Collection baskets are placed by the parlor for your
donations. Delivery will be either November 10 th
or 11th.
Thank you for helping these deserving Veterans,
men and women!
Contact Donna Simes or Bill Grayson if you have
questions.

Hanging of the Greens
On Sunday, December 1st, we will
decorate the church for the
Christmas season. A light lunch
will be provided by the Fellowship
Committee.
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Upcoming Events
Treasurer's Report
When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the
holiday season can be especially painful. Our
Surviving the Holidays seminar helps participants
prepare for the holidays and even discover hope
for the future.

Three Months Ending September 30, 2019

November 21, 2019
7:00 – 8:30 pm
Please register by November 14th by contacting
Willetta Jones, Dee Huckaba or the church office.

Family Advent Festival
Saturday November 30th from 9:45 am-Noon
Parents, Grandparents, & Friends please come &
bring your favorite kids to our 3rd annual Family
Advent Festival!
We will make crafts, play games, sing carols, enjoy
some snacks, & listen to some Christmas stories.
Craft projects: Advent Calendar, Christmas
ornament, and packing up some gifts for children in
need.
Please mark your calendar and
plan to stay to enjoy the fun
with your kiddos.
To ensure we have enough
supplies, please RSVP by
November 15th to Marilyn.
Please mark your calendar for this fun festival.

Pantry Needs at St. Mark
The pantry is getting low on the following
items.
 Soups (the meaty variety with
pop top lids) and canned
meats (Ravioli, etc.)
 Fruit cups
 Vienna Sausages, Tuna,
Chicken or Ham Salad kits
Thank you for your continued support.

Operating Fund – YTD income was $1,300 below
budget and YTD expenses were $1,500 below
budget, for a net $200 better than budgeted.
Fund Balances - Total fund balances are up $1,300
from the previous month and up $2,700 from the
beginning of the fiscal year.

THE GIVING TREE
The Session has established a program whereby
members can contribute to the purchase of a
special item which is not included in the regular
Operating Fund budget.
Giving Tree items to be purchased are new
tablecloths for use in the Family Center for our
lunches and dinners. We will purchase twenty-four
(24) 90" Round Tablecloths, six (6) 96” Rectangle
Tablecloths, and six (6) 120” Rectangle Tablecloths.
Our Goal is $600.00.
If you wish to contribute toward the
purchase of new tablecloths, just
pick a leaf in the amount you wish to
give, and, include it with your
contribution. Be sure to identify on
the check or envelope that it is for
The Giving Tree.
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Gospel Concert with Rudy Gatlin and Friends
Sunday, November 3rd
6:00 p.m.
St. Mark Sanctuary
(a Love Offering will be received)

EAST DALLAS COUNTY CLUSTER OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
A Service Celebrating Mission in the Cluster and Beyond
Thursday, November 14, 2019
7:30 pm

Northridge Presbyterian Church
6920 Bob O Link Dr.
Dallas, TX 75214

This service will feature a Cluster Choir, Moment for Mission about Norte Presbytery in Guatemala, and an
offering benefiting the Nutrition Project in Norte.
Each congregation in the Cluster will also share a moment for mission about their church’s mission programs.
A mini Mission Fair featuring cluster mission programs will be on display.

Session Highlights
Stated Meeting of the Session, September 16, 2019.





Motion passed to name Dick Arthur, chair and Joanne Szalay, assistant chair, of the 2019-2020
Nominating Committee. Congregational members include Dee Huckaba, Sheila Wahl, and Pauline
Millender.
Motion passed to use the Giving Tree to purchase new tablecloths for a total of $600.00.
Motion passed to increase the Membership & Evangelism budget to $1,000.00.
Motion passed to budget $33,000.00 additional funds for Tree Maintenance, New Roof on Austin Hall,
and Demolition of the Scout Hut.

Called Meeting of the Session, September 22, 2019


Motion passed to appoint a Task Force Committee, Lorraine Stephen, Pelham Swift, Dick Waters,
and Jacie Minick, to meet with Grace Presbytery and the Familia de Dios representatives.

A full set of the minutes above are available to read on the Session bulletin board.
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for all the cards, calls, visits and support given to me during this time
of rehabilitation after my recent accidents. Rehab is going very well and
I hope to be 100% very soon. I am so grateful to God for my church family. Joanne Szalay
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POINSETTIAS
The Worship/Music Committee is taking orders for Poinsettias to decorate our Sanctuary
during the Advent/Christmas Season. If you would like to place an order, please complete
this form and place it in the offering plate or return it to the church office. Poinsettias are
$10.00 each!
Make your check payable to St. Mark Presbyterian Church and mark for poinsettias.
THE DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 th!
Name:

________________________________________________________________
I wish to order ____________ poinsettias at $10.00 each.

In honor of

_____________________________________________________________

In memory of

___________________________________________________________

In celebration of
Other

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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