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The Apostle Paul made lists. They might be filled with uplifting content, 
like that in Romans 8:35-39 or they might, as in Romans 1:29-32, throw 
everyone under the bus with an inventory of sins.  Among Paul's many 
lists is one that has guided me with its advice, helping me to keep life's 
priorities in perspective. It can be found in Romans 12:12: "Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer."  It's a short list, but certainly 
one with much power.  One of my favorite living theologians, R. C. Sproul, 
claims Romans 12:12 as his "life verse."  Whether you label it a list or a 
verse, it stands as sage direction. 
 

What other written words also inspire and support prayer?  The Psalms, 
soaked in prayer, come to mind.  What about meaningful prayers from 
other Christian sources? The famous "Serenity Prayer" by American 
Lutheran theologian, Reihhold Niebhur, is one of my favorites. Here's 
another that conveys both inspiration and aspiration.  
 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace; 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is error, truth; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled, as to console; 
To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

No doubt you've read or heard this wonderful prayer before.  Frequently called "The Prayer of Saint Francis," it's 
been set to music for use in worship services.  It's been read responsorially during memorial services. You may 
have possibly prayed it during private devotional time.   
 

You might be surprised to learn that this prayer was not written by Saint Francis of Assisi.  I don't think it matters 
very much that an anonymous French writer composed this prayer 100 years ago. It beautifully directs us in 
following the Gospel of Jesus Christ more closely.  In its own way, this prayer is much like one of Paul's lists.  It 
encourages us to pause, pray, and consider who we are and what we have been created to do. It is the prayer I 
intend to pray often this month as I contemplate the witness of Saint Mark Presbyterian Church since June 1953.  
I pray we will continue to be faithful to our call to be the Body Christ our Heavenly Father intends.  
Happy Anniversary!    Blessings, Pastor Rick                                              

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
http://blog.dnevnik.hr/kamaci/2009/08/1626614181/balloon-clipart.2.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://blog.dnevnik.hr/kamaci/2009/08/1626614181/balloon-clipart.2.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://blog.dnevnik.hr/kamaci/2009/08/1626614181/balloon-clipart.2.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.  
June 2019  Page 2 of 6 

 

Treasurer's Report 
Ten Months Ending April 30, 2019 

 

 
 

Operating Fund income was $8,700 above budget 
and expenses were $4,400 below budget, for a net 
$13,100 better than budgeted. 
Fund Balances – Total fund balances are down 
$2,900 from the previous month and up $12,100 
from the beginning of the fiscal year. 

 
 

St. Mark Food Pantry  
Time to restock the pantry. 

 

Cheese Crackers 
Peanut Butter and Cheese Crackers 
Breakfast or Granola Bars 
Saltine Crackers 
Fruit cups 
Water 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 9th   
 

Canned Meat, Canned Corn,  
and Macaroni and Cheese 

 
 

Directory Update 
 

Martha Gracey 
Call Church office for more information. 

 

THE SAINT MARK DOG PARK 
 

The Dog Park was opened in the Fall of 
2015 and has become a place for our 
neighbors to gather, get to know each 
other, and share ideas. 

 

Our neighbors appreciate the dog park and leave 
many Thank You notes, offers of help, comments 
and donations. 
 

The Dog Park Crew is grateful for your support and 
hopes you will step out to greet our friendly 
neighbors at the Dog Park. 
 

Please extend the hand of friendship, tell them 
about our church, and welcome all to worship at St. 
Mark. They are appreciative of contact from church 
members and happy to answer any questions 
about the dog park! 
 

Please contact anyone on the Dog Park Crew if you 
have questions or would like to be involved. We'd 
like to have you on our crew! Bar Tuinstra, Dorothy 
Moore, Bill Oney, Dick Waters 

 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, April 15, 2019 
 

Devotional and prayer by Joanne Szalay. 
Motion passed to set a Called Meeting of Session 
on Sunday April 28 at 9:45am for the purpose of 
receiving a new member. 
Motion passed to elect Charles Miller and Bill 
Grayson as Commissioners and Teri Brooks as 
alternate to the Stated Presbytery Meeting, 
Saturday June 1, 2019, First Presbyterian Church, 
Fort Worth. 
 

Called Meeting of the Session, April 28, 2019 
Motion approved that Bruce Huckaba be welcomed 
into the full faith and fellowship of St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church. 
 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read 
on the Session bulletin board. 

Bulletin Board 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 
 

June 2 - Cantata 
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper  
 

June 9 - “All Fired Up” 
Acts 2:1-15; John 14:8-17 
Pentecost Sunday 
 

June 16 - “Higher Order Mathematics” 
Romans 5:1-5; John 16:4-15   
Trinity Sunday 
 

June 23 - “Happy Anniversary!” 
Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 
St. Mark’s Anniversary Celebration 
 

June 30 - “Nuclear Option” 
Psalm 77:11-20; Luke 9:51-62 
 
 

Ascension Sunday 
 

On Ascension Sunday, June 2nd, the service will 
focus on our reaffirmation of the baptismal 
covenant including the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper.  On this Sunday, we will follow the path of 

faithfulness of Christ from the 
glory of His birth to the 
suffering on the cross and to 
the exaltation of glory again 

as depicted by the Ascension.  The Sanctuary Choir 
will sing music from the cantata, “A Time for 
Alleluia”, by Joseph Martin along with additional 
selections.  This Ascension  Sunday will be a time 
when we remind ourselves of the important work 
to which we as followers of Christ have been called.  
Christ’s work is now our work. This Sunday will 
affirm for us, the community of St. Mark, that the 
Ascension becomes our commitment that we are 
“to know Jesus and make Him known.”  
 

 

 
 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

June 1  June 24 
 Harriett Anderson  Richard Robinson 
June 4  June 25 
 Danny Robinson  Leon Johnson 
June 7   Ruth McGowan 
 Stephen Duncan June 28 
June 9   Gabe Cantu 
 Eric Arthur  Dee Huckaba 
June 17    
 Natasha Waldrop   
 

 
 
 

Saturday, June 8th  
 

At Yee-Haw Children’s Bible Camp, kids will go on a 
frontier adventure where they’ll discover that God 

gives good gifts! This Bible 
Camp is filled with incredible 
Bible-learning experiences 
kids see, hear, and touch. 
Team-building games, cool 

Bible songs, and Bible adventures are just a few of 
the activities that help faith flow into real life.  
Your kids will also participate in an outreach 
project, called Projects-With-a-Purpose®, that will 
let the kids show God's love to others. 
So, mark this date on your calendar:  June 8, 2019.  
The fun starts at 10am and will end at 2pm. 
Call the church office, 214-321-6437, to register 
your children for this life-changing adventure! 
 

The following items are needed for VBS.  We would 
like to “borrow” these items from June 2 – 9. 
 

5 yard sticks and a Lantern flashlight 
 

 
 
 
 
There is no more important gift one can give than a 
pint of blood. The lives that can be touched, saved, 
are countless.  Mark your calendars now!  Contact 
Sue Duncan for more information.  Thank you. 

Upcoming Events 

   Blood Drive, July 21st  

   9:00 – 1:00 
 

The Session calls the congregation to meet 
Sunday, June 9th, immediately following 
worship to elect officers for the Class of 2022. 
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I have been known to recycle the content in my articles front time to time. 
This month we are going to revisit one of the great questions we are called to 
ponder and answer. 
 

What is God’s Purpose for Your Life? 
 

This is the first Question of the “Presbyterian Study Catechism”. The answer to the question is: 
 

God wills that I should live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the love of God, and in the communion of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

I ran across several questions a while back that were designed to help us reflect on how we might live into that 
purpose. 
 

1. What specific things do you think that God “wills” for your life that might be different from what God wills 
for someone else’s life. 
 

2. What special gifts or talents have you been given to use for God’s purpose? 
 

3. How can you practice putting those gifts to work this week? 
 

Have you ever pondered those or similar questions? Let me encourage you to prayerfully explore those 
questions this month? Try it no matter how old you are. Maybe you will discover that you are being called by 
God to try something new and you need to begin to explore ways to do that. Or you just might find that you 
are doing exactly what God wants you to be doing. Either way hopefully you will be reminded that you are a 
beloved child of God. And that’s something to celebrate. 

 

 

Happy Birthday St. Mark  
Birthday Luncheon 
Sunday, June 23rd  

 

Celebrating 66 years!  Sunday June 23, 2019 after worship. 
Fellowship will provide Brisket; you bring a side dish to go along.   

Birthday cake and ice cream will be served! 
There will be surprise seating and gifts for everyone! 

Please plan to attend our 66th birthday bash! 
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Online Church Directory 
 

For those of you who are unfamiliar with our Online Church Directory, here is some information that will get you 
acquainted.   
 

Our church directory is available to view on any web browser!  Instant Church Directory — the program we use to 
build our church directory — has a free website for church members to view our directory online. 
 

1. Go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com 
 

2. Click on the link: First time signing in? Create a login now.  
 

3. Enter the email address as it is listed in the family portion of the directory.  If your email address isn't listed in 
the directory, let Marilyn Jackson or Kat in the church office know so it can be added. 
 

4. Create a password.  The password must be 8 characters long, and contain at least two of the following special 
characters: capital letters, numbers or symbols.  
 

5. Retype the password to confirm it and click "Request Login."  
 

6. Check your inbox for an email from service@instantchurchdirectory.com.  
 

7. To complete the sign-up process, you will need to verify your email address by clicking on the link sent to you in 
that email.  
 

8. Once you confirm your email, you may sign in at members.InstantChurchDirectory.com. Your email with the password 
you created will work on all the Instant Church Directory apps on any device. 
 

To use on iOS App (iPhone, iPad) 
Download the app Instant Church Directory from either the App Store for Apple products or Play Store 
for Android.   
Go to https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/app/ for more information. 
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