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CALENDAR REMINDERS 

February 3rd – Souper 
Bowl of Caring Sunday 

February 9th – Men’s 
Breakfast and Mini 
Church Workday. 

 

December 7, 1941.  November 22, 1963.  September 11, 2001. 
These dates are significant for generations of Americans who 
remember what they were doing when news broke of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, the assassination of President John Kennedy, and 
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  These 
seminal events, disasters all, changed the course of human history.  

But there are transformative moments that aren’t attached to 
a negative event. For instance, February 9, 1964. Ring a bell?  The 
news this time was delivered on a Sunday night by Ed Sullivan as he 
helped to launch the British Invasion – also known as Beatlemania. 
Almost 74 million viewers tuned in that night when the Beatles made 
their first public appearance in the United States.  I was mesmerized 
by what I saw on our television that night.  And I joined the many 
others in our nation in need of something to wow us and lift the 
somber mood following the assassination of the president two 
months earlier.  

As a 12 year-old, I wrestled with the feeling that something 
like the assassination “just doesn’t happen here.”  Yet, at various 
times in the decades since, I’ve sadly revisited that sense of woe. 

Sharing remembrances of a disastrous day or a wonderful day 
often begins with the same question: “Do you remember where you 
were when you heard the news about,,,?”  We fill in the blank - 
NASA’s Challenger explosion?  Dallas Cowboys winning the Super 
Bowl?  Church building groundbreaking?  Graduation from college? 

As Christians, we have an additional set of questions: “Where 
do you turn in times of catastrophe? In times of blessings?”  As a 
pastor, I’m regularly informed of disasters of many natures. But I’m 
also told of great joys.  When the Ruling Elders convene in Session, 
we always close the meeting with prayers of joys and concerns.  The 
answer to our questions is the Heavenly Father.  He is one who 
accepts our adoration and thanksgiving as well our prayers of 
contrition and supplication.  I am especially grateful for the 
assurance that our Heavenly Father hears our questions and is the 
source for our answers.                            Blessings, Pastor Rick   
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

February 3 – “Assessing His Address”  
Psalm 71:1-6; Luke 4:21-30 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

February 10 - “Networking” 
Psalm 139:1-8; Luke 5:1-11 
  

February 17 - “Getting Personal” 
Psalm 1:1-6; Luke 6:17-26  
 

February 24 –  
“Absurd Alternative”  
Psalm 37:1-11; Luke 6:27-38  
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

February 1   February 16 
 Kathy Hale Gary O’Neal 
 Linda Marshall  JoAnn Parsley 
 Karen Oney February 17 
February 2  Makenna Arthur 
 Rick Brooks February 18 
February 5  Colin Boring 
 Hunter Swift February 19 
 Preston Swift  Gerald Jones 
February 8 February 23 
 Bar Tuinstra  Cade Curry 
February 12  Hannah Moore 
 Rose Marie Stone February 24 
   Flo Phillips 
  February 25 
   Joshua Brown  
   Lucy Moore 
 

 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

 

All men of St. Mark are invited to join 
together for the monthly Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, 
February 9th at 8:00 AM.    

 
At 9:00 AM, all are welcome 
to join the men for the Mini 
Church Workday.   

 

SPRING CLEANING THIS WINTER 
 
Let’s do some early Spring Cleaning at our respective 
homes. Let us especially look in all of our closets and 
if we find one or more coats -- preferably winter-type 
-- that we have not worn for several months (dare I 
say years?) pack them up and bring to the church 
starting Sunday, January 20th. There are many in 
Dallas in need of a coat for the cold season that is 
upon us.  
We did a stupendous job with 
the Sock Tree Christmas past. 
Our sincere thanks to all who 
contributed. 
Lorraine Stephen donated 
several coats that were taken 
to Austin Street in concert 
with December 30th Sandwich Sunday. Let us 
continue what Lorraine started.  
Just think about all the closet space we all will gain. 

 
Your Mission & Outreach Committee 

 
 
 

Financial Peace  
 

Financial Peace University is a money- 
management course taught by financial expert 
Dave Ramsey. 
 

• Approximately 76% of Americans live 
paycheck to paycheck, regardless of their 
income. “Broke” has become the new normal 
in our nation, but this doesn’t have to be true 
for you.  

 

• Taking control of your money starts with a 
plan, and Financial Peace University is that 
plan! 

 

Learn God’s ways of handling money with Dave 
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. 
 

This is a thirteen-week seminar 
which will meet in the parlor on 
Tuesday nights from 6:30 - 8:30 

beginning February 5th, ending May 7th. 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
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Treasurer's Report 

Six Months Ending December 31, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Operating Fund YTD income was $10,300 above 
budget and YTD expenses were $5,200 below 
budget, for a net $15,500 better than budgeted. 
 
 

Fund Balances – Total fund balances are up $3,500 
from the previous month and up $12,200 from the 
beginning of the fiscal year.   
 

Commitment Sunday - January 27th  

The Session of St. Mark invites you to participate in 
our annual stewardship 
program. Our theme again this 
year is “Stewardship Is Heart 
Work” On January 27th, 
Commitment Sunday, we will 
dedicate our Faith Promises to 
the Operating Fund as well as 

volunteer for various church responsibilities and 
activities.  We will also renew our covenant as a 
faith community to the mission of St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church. 
 

Please join us on Sunday, January 27th as we come 
together once again to commit to the future of St. 
Mark Presbyterian Church. Everyone’s financial 
commitment to the support of St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church is vital to our future mission. 

 

 

 
 
 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, February 10th  
  

Canned Meat Products:  chili, chicken, Chef 
Boyardee, ham, etc.  Any boxed shelf items, Helper, 
Suddenly Salad, potatoes.  Also needed:  Peanut 
Butter, Canned Soup and Canned Tuna. 
Thank you! 

 

 

Sympathy 
 

Our sympathy to the families of:  
The Reverend Clark Williams, interim 
pastor at St. Mark from 1991-1992, 
who was promoted to Glory on 
January 1st.  A memorial service will be 

held at 11:00 am, February 9th at First Presbyterian 
Church, 9000 Penn Ave., Fort Worth, Texas. 
 
The Reverend Floyd Whatley, interim pastor at St. 
Mark from 2006-2008, who was promoted to Glory 
on January 7th.  A memorial service was held at 
1:00 pm, January 10th at Central Presbyterian 
Church in Waxahachie. 
 

Please keeps these families in your prayers. 
 
 

 
Pantry Needs at St. Mark 

 

The following items are needed for our church 
pantry.   
 

• Granola Bars 

• Breakfast Bars 

• Fruit cups 

• Tuna, Chicken or Ham Salad kits 
 

Thank you so much for your continued support. 

 

Bulletin Board 
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I would like to tell 
you about my friend 
Donn. He died last 
month after a bout 
with cancer that only 
lasted about 3 weeks 

from diagnosis to death.  His death came less 
than a year after he had retired.  It has been 
several years since I saw him in person though I 
kept up with him on social media and occasional 
emails.  I doubt that anyone connected with St 
Mark ever met him.  But as I share about and 
give thanks for the life of Donn, I hope you will 
think about folks who have been part of your life.  
And give thanks for the difference they have 
made in your life. 
 
For starters Donn was perhaps the kindest, 
gentlest, and most caring man I ever met.  He 
was a husband, father, grandfather, and friend to 
many.  When it came to the Christian faith Donn 
“walked the walk” as the old saying goes.  He did 
not have to spend much time “talking the talk”, 
though when he spoke you wanted to listen. 
 
When Donn received his cancer diagnosis and 
along with its dismal prognosis, he went to 
walking that walk.  His wife told me that he 
immediately sat down and planned his memorial 
service.  And he wrote out what he wanted said 
at the service.  Did you catch that, he wrote his 
own funeral sermon.  It will be used at his 
memorial service sometime this spring.  It may 
sound odd but I look forward to reading it if I 
cannot get back east for his service. 
 
By the way Donn was not a minister of word and 
sacrament.  He was a ruling elder and probably 
had served as a deacon.  He was a fine and sound 
theologian.  Donn was an educator by vocation. 
And I am sure he will have some things to teach 
us in that funeral sermon.  But when I heard 
what he had done it sounded so right.  It 
sounded like the sort of thing Donn would do. 

Donn was a hardworking and gifted educator.  
Although I think he might try to deny the gifted 
part.  But he would be wrong.  Donn did not find 
his particular calling within the education world 
until he was in his forties.  He had a PhD in one 
field, but I believe he soon found that teaching in 
a college setting was not what he was called to 
do.  He explored a few things and, in his forties, 
went back to college to get credentials to be able 
to teach young people.  And he found his 
vocation with a particular set of young people.  
He worked for around 25 years with middle 
schoolers with dyslexia.  He taught them and 
coached them.  He valued them.  He helped 
them to go onto to “regular” high schools, 
college, and beyond.  I had the privilege of being 
on his small campus for lunch several years ago.  
We sat outside on a wonderful spring day.  And 
some of the young people came up to him during 
our meal.  It was clear how much they loved him. 
 
It is a cliché but it is true:  I am a better person 
for having had the chance to be around Donn 
and to claim him as a friend.  I hope that you 
have had the privilege of having a “Donn” in your 
life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring began more than 25 years ago at Spring Valley 
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina.  The Souper Bowl of 
Caring empowers youth and unites communities around the time of the 
Super Bowl game to help those in need. 
 

“Lord even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful 
of those without a bowl of soup to eat.”  Brad Smith Sprint Valley PC 
 

This year Souper Bowl Sunday at St. Mark Presbyterian Church will be 
Sunday February 3rd.  Please bring non-perishable food items to church for 

our Souper Bowl Sunday. When the church service is over, our children will be waiting at both of the 
sanctuary doors with soup kettles for your donations.  All of the food items and monetary donations will 
be given to White Rock Center of Hope.  
 

 

Stated Meeting of the Session, December 17, 2018.  
 

• Motion passed to approve the following dates for church closures in 2019:  
January 1 (New Year’s Day), May 27 (Memorial Day), July 4 (Independence 
Day), September 2 (Labor Day), November 28 (Thanksgiving), December 24 (Christmas Eve),  
December 25 (Christmas). 

 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


