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I'm a longtime fan of the theologian and pastor Max Lucado, who is 
well known for the books he’s written over the years. He and I have 
something in common – we both grew up in West Texas.  He’s from 
Andrews, a community that’s about 35 miles north of Odessa. That part 
of the world is arid, with a very dry climate.  As I like to say, they've got 
seven-year-old frogs out there who can't swim a lick ...and that’s when 
there isn’t a drought.  Lucado, the gifted writer that he is, describes the 
region this way: "…summers skillet-hot and winters wind-tunnel cold, 
populated by friendly people, pump jacks, windmills, and cattle on 
treeless prairies." 

I’m guessing that most reading this have already made the mental 
leap to images of parched lands and thirsty creatures.  We all 
understand what it means to be thirsty.  What Lucado has written about 
in his book, “Come Thirsty: No Heart Too Dry for His Touch,” addresses 
the thirst of our souls. It is a thirst for a satisfying relationship with God 
that is only slaked by a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, the true 
Living Water. Lucado’s book aims to fill our parched souls with the life-
giving water of God's abundant love.  "Like water, Jesus goes where we 
can't. I simply invite readers to do what I must do for my own 
dehydrated heart, drink deeply and often," says Lucado.  

Knowing where to quench our spiritual thirst is at the heart of all 
human endeavors.  We find that knowledge in prayer.  Lucado helpfully 
provides an acrostic that points the way to God's life-giving, life-
sustaining W-E-L-L: 

"Lord, I come thirsty. I come to drink, to receive. I receive Your Work 
on the cross and in Your resurrection. My sins are pardoned, and my 
death is defeated. I receive Your Enerqy. Empowered by your Holy Spirit, 
I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength. I receive Your 
Lordship. I belong to You. Nothing comes to me that hasn't passed 
through You. And I receive Your Love. Nothing can separate from Your 
love."  

I pray that all at St. Mark Presbyterian Church will experience the 
transformative power of the Holy Spirit in the only well where the dry 
human heart finds Living Water. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Rick  
 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

November 4th - “What Matters Most?” 
Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 
Celebration of The Lord’s Prayer   
All Saints’ Sunday 
 

November 11th – “What’s Our Offering?”  
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44  
 

November 18th - “What’s Your Sign?”  

Hebrews 10:11-14; Mark 13:1-8  
 

November 25th – “What’s the Truth?”   
Psalm 132:1-12; John 18:33-37  
Christ The King Sunday 
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

November 2   November 20 
 John Wahl Teri Brooks 
November 3 November 21 
 Mary Scallorn  Julian Oney 
November 4  Andi Taylor 
 Alan Aulenbach November 24  
November 7  Vincent Oney 
 Dorothy Moore  Pelham Swift 
November 13  Lisa Washburne 
 Charles Miller November 28 
November 18  Robert Mounts 
 Cheryl Nowlin  
 Troy Simpson  
 

 

All Saints’ Sunday 
 
Sunday, November 4th, is All Saints' Sunday, and 
during the 10:30 Worship service we will be 
commemorating those members and loved ones 
who have joined the church eternal in the last year. 

 

 

 

 

Time Change 
 
Daylight Saving Time ends this 
weekend.  Don’t forget to set your 
clocks back one hour on Saturday 
night, November 3rd.  

 

 
Harvest Potluck Lunch 

 
On Sunday, November 18th immediately following 
worship, we will gather together to ask the Lord’s 
Blessings and share a Harvest meal. 
Please bring a harvest dish to share and a non-
perishable food item for White Rock Center of 
Hope.  Thanksgiving meal items would be 
appreciated. 
Beverages and dessert will be provided. 
 

 
 
 

 
Hanging of the Greens and Soup Lunch 

 
On Sunday, December 2nd, we will 
decorate the church for the 
Christmas season.  Before we start, 
the Fellowship Committee will offer 
a variety of soups for lunch.  After 
lunch the decorating will 
commence.   

 

 
Prayer Chain 

 
We are currently updating our 
Prayer Chain list.  If you would like 
to be added or deleted please 
contact Marilyn Jackson, Sue 
Duncan or the church office. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Earlyne Chesser, Pat Hamilton 
Pat McCloud, Victoria Monroe,  

Roger Siverson, Phillip Lloyd 
Gene Woods 
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Treasurer's Report  

Three Months Ending September 30, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating Fund income was $1,200 above budget 
and expenses were $4,400 below budget, for a net 
$5,600 better than budgeted. 
Fund Balances - Total fund balances are up $2,500 
from the previous month and up $7,300 from the 
beginning of the fiscal year. 
 
 

 

Directory Update 
   
Mary Moffitt 
Contact church office for 
more information. 
 

 

Sympathy 
 

Our deepest sympathy to the families of:  
Pat McCloud who was promoted to glory on 
October 6th, her memorial service was October 10th 
at Wildwood Chapel; Pat Hamilton who was 
promoted to glory on October 8th, her memorial 
service was October 13th at St. Mark; and Phillip  

Lloyd who was promoted to glory on  
October 10th, his memorial service  
will be at 12:15 on November 4th  
here at St. Mark. 

 

Sunday, November 11th  
  

URGENT Pantry needs include:  Canned meat 
products (chili, chicken, Chef Boyardee) canned 
beans (other than green beans, and canned soups.  
Check the bulletin board for clothing items needed. 
 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 
 

HELP!  The pantry is out of or getting low on the 
following items. 

• Soups (the meaty variety with pop top lids) 

• Granola Bars 

• Breakfast Bars 

• Fruit cups 

• Vienna Sausages, Tuna, Chicken or Ham 
Salad kits 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
Stated Meeting of the Session, September 17, 2018 

 

• St. Mark will host the annual Officer Training,  
sponsored by the East Dallas Cluster, on Saturday 
November 17th from 8:30am – 3pm. 

• Commissioners to the October 6th Presbytery 
meeting in Longview were Pelham Swift and Teri 
Brooks. 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read 
on the Session bulletin board. 
 

 
 

 
 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has deployed 
teams to help those most in need in the areas 
devastated by Hurricane Florence and Michael.  
The session has approved sending PDA $500 from 
Mission and Outreach Special Funds to help with 
this disaster relief.  If you have not already and 
would like to donate, please write PDA in the 
memo line of your check.  Thank you. 

Bulletin Board 
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It’s that time of year again. Thanksgiving Day is just around the corner.  It is a 
time when many of us will be thinking about things for which we are grateful. 
Of course, that is something we really ought to be doing year-round.  But the 
arrival of the holiday does help us focus our attention and maybe be a bit more 
intentional.  This year I am thinking about a particular group of folks for whom 
I am thankful.  Let me explain. 

 
One late Friday afternoon last month during one of our rain events I hit something that punctured one of my 
tires.  The low air pressure light came on and within a couple of minutes the tire was flat.  I was able to turn 
off a busy street onto a quiet neighborhood street.  The tire went down so fast that I knew the pump I carry 
for slow leaks would be of no help. It has been quite a while since I changed a tire. I probably could have done 
it, but it would have taken quite a while.  It would have been a cold, wet, miserable experience.  So, I called 
AAA.  The person on the phone was polite and helpful.  A truck appeared in a timely manner.  In just a few 
minutes the young man with his professional approach and equipment had my tire changed.  I was soon on 
my way and he was on his way to help someone else with a flat tire or a dead battery, but not before I 
thanked him for being out helping folks like me on a rainy Friday afternoon. 
 
So, this season I am particularly thankful for folks like the fellow who came out to change my tire.  People who 
do jobs like that make our lives so much better. 
 
So, what are you thankful for these days? 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday season can be especially painful.  Our 
Surviving the Holidays seminar helps participants prepare for the holidays and even discover 
hope for the future.  
 
 
 
 

November 15, 2018 
6:00 pm 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Willetta Jones, Flo Phillips or Dee Huckaba

Grieving? 
Know someone who is? 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Family Advent Festival 
 

Saturday December 1, 2018 
9:30 am-12 Noon 

 
Parents, Grandparents, and Friends - please come 
and bring your favorite kids to our 2nd annual 
Family Advent Festival! 
We will make crafts, play games, sing carols and 
listen to some Christmas stories. 
Craft projects:  Advent Wreath, Christmas 
ornaments, and snacks that tell a story! 
Please mark your calendar and plan to stay to 
enjoy the fun with your kiddos. 
To ensure we have enough supplies, please RSVP 
Marilyn.   
 

Please mark your calendar for this fun festival. 
 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church 

Christmas Lunch Buffet 
 

December 9, 2018 
 

Following worship on Sunday, December 9th, please 
plan to join your friends and family for fellowship 
and a delicious catered buffet.  Plus, we will be 
entertained by a special performance from the 
children of St. Mark. 
 

The menu includes chicken almondine topped with 
caramelized grapes, roast pork loin with light pan 
gravy, lemon broccoli, wild rice almondine, mixed 
grilled vegetables and dinner rolls.  Dessert is 
lemon pound cake. 
 

The cost is $15 for adults and $10 for children ages 
6 -12.  Children ages 5 and under are free. 
 

Please make your reservation through the church 
office or with Marilyn Jackson. Reservation 
deadline is November 25th. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 


