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reminders 
 

Dec. 1 – 9:30am Family 
Advent Festival 
Dec. 2 – 12:00 Soup Lunch 
and Hanging of the Greens 
Dec. 8 – 8:00am Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast followed 
by mini church workday 
Dec. 9 - 12:00 Christmas 
Lunch 
Dec. 16 – 10:30 Lessons 
and Carols 
Dec. 23 – 10:30 Choir 
Cantata 
Dec. 24 – 5:15 Reception 
6:00 Candlelight Worship 
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One of the of the greatest joys I've experienced 
recently is the fact that the 2018 mid-term election is finally behind us.  
The lead up to election day reminded me of the movie, "Ground Hog Day,” 
in which Bill Murray's character wakes up each morning to find that it is 
February 2 again and again, with everyone waiting to see if Punxsutawney 
Phil would see his own shadow.   The good news is that as of Nov. 6, we all 
were released from the endless loop of negative ads that attempted to 
promote fear and divide us from others.  These types of ads were 
everywhere (or so it seemed) – television, radio, billboards, online and 
even in lawns and over the phone.  
 

So now, with the election (mostly) over, we can respond with joy to a 
different call for action – the season of Advent.  It is a time when God 
unites and inspires His people with the grand announcement that He is 
arriving through the miraculous event of the Incarnation, when God took 
on flesh in the form of the Christ-child born in Bethlehem.  The danger 
here is that Jesus followers can so easily be seduced by the activities of the 
Christmas season that we miss the experience God intended for us. The 
prophet Isaiah alerts us:    
 

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 40:3 ESV   

 

So, this Advent, let us prepare our lives for the most positive news we 
could ever hear: the promise of the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things  
were made.  Who, for us men and for our salvation,  
came down from heaven, and was incarnate by  
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick  

 

 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

December 2 - “Surprise! Surprise! Surprise!” 
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:26-38    
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper  
1st Sunday of Advent 
 
December 9 - “Faith Full”   
Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 1:39-56 
2nd Sunday of Advent   
 
December 16  
Lessons and Carols 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
December 23 
Cantata 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 
December 24 - “Worth Waiting For”  
Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 2:1-14   
Christmas Eve fellowship 5:15pm 
Christmas Eve worship 6:00pm  
 
December 30 - “Wherever You Go” 
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52  
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

December 2   December 12 
 Phyllis Miller SuzAnne Munoz 
December 3 December 13 
 Collin Stephen  Alex Crawley 
December 6 December 14 
 Voni Robinson  Becky Page 
December 7 December 15 
 Leigh Taylor  Ron McMahon 
December 9 December 27 
 Pam McGuire  Clint Taylor 
December 10 December 29 
 Randall McGee  Sheila Wahl 
December 11 December 31 
 Mary Moffitt  Diane Llywelyn 
  Emily Stephen 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, December 9th   
  

Canned Soup, Canned Corn, Canned 
Beans, (other than green beans), Canned Meat 
Products (chili, stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.), 
Canned Fruit, Canned Veggies, (other than beans & 
corn), Packaged Pasta  
 

 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

 

All men of St. Mark are invited to join together for 
the monthly Men’s Prayer Breakfast on 
Saturday, December 8th at 8:00 AM.   
Following breakfast will be a mini 
workday around the church. 

 

 

Sock Tree Time 
 

Once again, the Mission & Outreach Committee 
will provide the St. Mark Congregation with the 
opportunity to dig a bit into their 
respective pockets and bring new 
socks for children, teens, and adults 
and deposit them into the basket 
below the Christmas tree in the parlor.  
Let’s fill the basket – make that at least two baskets 
– Christmas 2018! 
 

 

Thank You! 
 

St. Mark Family, 
 
A heartfelt thank you to all of you 
for your thoughts and prayers for 
my family in the loss of my dear 
brother-in-law.  I also want to 
thank the volunteers who so 

graciously cover the office when I must be absent.  
Your presence here makes my presence elsewhere 
less worrisome.  And I am so appreciative.  
Volunteers are such a blessing! 
 

Kat Hutchings

Upcoming Events 
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1st Sunday of Advent 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

4th Sunday of Advent 
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Mark Your Calendars 
For These St. Mark Events 

 

The holidays are upon us, with many activities scheduled at St. Mark. 
 
December 1:  Family Advent Festival 
9:30am – 12 noon. Children age 3 through 5th 
grade and their parents, grandparents, & friends, 
are invited. We will all sing carols, enjoy Christmas 
stories and craft some creations to take home. 
 

Craft projects:  Advent Wreath, 
Christmas ornaments, and snacks 
that tell a story! 
Please mark your calendar and 
plan to stay to enjoy the fun with 
your kiddos. 

To ensure we have enough supplies, please RSVP 
Marilyn. 
 
 
December 2:  Advent begins on this Sunday and 
the tradition at St. Mark is to decorate the church 
inside and out.  A soup lunch will be provided after 
the worship service for those participating.  After 
the lunch Hanging of the Greens will begin.  We 
will adorn the parlor, hallway, Narthex, and of 
course the Sanctuary. 
 

 
December 9:  Christmas Luncheon Buffet  
Immediately following worship, you are invited to 

our annual Christmas Luncheon. 
The menu includes chicken almondine 
topped with caramelized grapes, 
roast pork loin with light pan gravy, 
lemon broccoli, wild rice almondine, 
mixed grilled vegetables and dinner 
rolls.  Dessert is lemon pound cake. 

We will be entertained by a special performance 
from the children of St. Mark. 
 
The cost is $15 for adults and $10 for children ages 
6 -12.  Children ages 5 and under are free. 
 
Please make your reservation through the church 
office or with Marilyn Jackson.  
Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee 
 
December 16:  Choir Cantata 
During the worship service, the 
Sanctuary Choir will present 
“The Song Heard ‘Round the 
World” by Joseph Martin. 
 

 
December 23: “Lessons and Carols,” a service of music and scripture, is presented by 
the Sanctuary and Bell Choirs during the 10:30am worship service.  
 
 

December 24:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service begins at 6:00pm 
with a gathering for friends and family before the service at 5:30pm. 

 
December 25:  Merry Christmas!! 
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Treasurer's Report  
Four Months Ending October 31, 2018 

 
 

 
 
Operating Fund YTD income was $1,700 above 
budget and YTD expenses were $3,800 below 
budget, for a net $5,500 better than budgeted. 
 
Fund Balances – Total fund balances are down 
$1,900 from the previous month and up $5,400 
from the beginning of the fiscal year.  
 
 

Directory Update 
 

New Address 
Carolyn McInnis 
Contact the church office for more 
details. 

 

 

Sympathy 
 

Our deepest sympathy to:   
The family of Trey Curry who passed 
away on November 7th.  A memorial 
service was held here at St. Mark on 
November 18th.   
The family of Jim Royer, Kathleen Hale’s dad.  Jim 
passed away on November 22nd.  A memorial 
service was held at Bethel Lutheran Church in 
Dallas on November 28th. 
 Bar Tuinstra and family in the death of her 
brother, Lloyd. 
 

URGENT Pantry Needs at St. Mark 
 

Saltine Crackers, Granola Bars, Breakfast Bars, 
Soups (the meaty variety with pop top lids) 

Tuna, Ham, or Chicken Salad kits, 
Fruit cups, 
canned meat products (chili, ravioli, 
stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.), 

Peanut butter. Thank you to those who have 
already brought items for the food pantry. 
 

 

Special Christmas Offering 
 

St. Mark members are asked to open their hearts 
for our Special Christmas Offering.  Half of the 
funds received will go to the Joy Offering and half 
will go to the Ministry of Hope in Malawi, Africa.  
 
The Joy Offering provides support for retired and 
active pastors and 
church workers and 
their families, as well 
as support for the 
racial-ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA).  
 
The Ministry of Hope serves orphans, infants and 

widows in rural Malawi, 
Africa. Our offering this year 
will be used to provide 
scholarship support for 
children from the villages 

served by the Ministry of Hope who are attending 
high school, college and vocational trade schools.  
 

The Session has set a goal of $5,000 for this year’s 
offering.  Please prayerfully consider your gift to 
the offering as a reflection of your gratitude for the 
multitude of blessings that you have received. 
 

Bulletin Board 
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Last week I was updating the “Grace Sightings” on the bulletin board. 
Remember these pages I post are based on the stories that our children are 
exploring in Sunday School.  The title of the one for December 2nd grabbed my 
attention. God’s Promise of Peace.  The text for the lesson is Micah a few 
verses from Micah 5: 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  Therefore, he shall give them up 
until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel.  And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name 
of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall 
be the one of peace. 
 

We sometimes forget that the Bible is primarily a book for adults. There are parts like many of the prophets 
that can be a challenge to use with children.  Micah is one of these parts of the Bible.  The prophet was active 
during a challenging time for the people of Jerusalem and Judah. As the Grace Sighting tells us it was it was “a 
difficult time of war and fighting”, “people hurt each other”, and it was a “scary time.”  
 

The people may have wondered if they had been abandoned by God. But the good news of Micah is that God 
had not left the people.  They still mattered to God. Better days were coming, and it was going to start in 
Bethlehem.  
 

Now over 2500 years later as Christians we read this promise and we think of 
Jesus.  The mention of Bethlehem this time of year makes us think of stables, 
mangers, shepherds, and kings.  We think of Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus. 
 

The story for the children tells of looking towards Bethlehem.  As we move into the 
Advent and Christmas season, I hope that you will look at the world around you.  
But I also hope that you will also look toward Bethlehem.  How do you feel?  What 
do you see?  What brings you hope? 
 

 

Thank You! 
 
Generous St. Mark members, you again displayed your love of others by 
your outpouring of gifts for the homeless Veterans in our community. 
We delivered baskets and bags of toiletries to our local VFW.  We cannot 
tell you how much they appreciated our gifts because, not only will it 
help our VFW folks, but it also will be shared with an upcoming "Stand 
Down".  A "Stand Down" is a community program for veterans facing 
unemployment and homelessness and offers them a way to get help. So, 
thank you St. Mark Members for being "Jesus’ hands and feet". 
 
Blessings, 
Mission Committee 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, October 15, 2018 

• Motion seconded and passed for rental of the Yoga Room to Cherie Farmer to use 
for Mat Pilates and Barre classes on Mondays at 6pm 

• Motion passed to send $500 from the Mission Trip Special Fund to Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance for Hurricane Relief. 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
 

 

Cookbooks 
 

Need an extra Christmas Gift?  
Don’t forget about our St. Mark 
Cooks 65th Anniversary 
Cookbook!  These wonderful 
books are full of St. Mark church 
history, photos, and lots of 
delicious recipes!!  Please 
contact the church office or 
Marilyn Jackson to purchase for 
just $10.00. 

Church Office Reminder 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday and 
Tuesday, December 24th and 25th.  The office will 
also be closed the following week on Tuesday, 
January 1, 2019. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What a joy it is to be a part of the ministry  
at St. Mark Presbyterian Church.   

The staff wishes you peace,  
love, and joy this Christmas  

and throughout the coming year.   
 

Pastor Rick Brooks 
Gary O’Neal 

Rev. Dr. Randall McGee 
Kat Hutchings 

Bob King 
Elaine Burgess 

http://www.typensave.com/html-app/#/293090/cover


 

 

 

Poinsettias 
 

 

The Worship and Music Committee is taking orders for Poinsettias to decorate our 
Sanctuary during the Advent/Christmas Season.  If you would like to place an 
order, please complete this form and place it in the offering plate or return it to 
the church office.  Poinsettias are $10.00 each! 
 

Make your check payable to:  St. Mark Presbyterian Church and mark for 
poinsettias. 
 

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9th! 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

I wish to order ____________ poinsettias at $10.00 each. 
   
In honor of_______________________________________________ 
 
 
In memory of______________________________________________ 
 
 
In celebration of___________________________________________ 
 
 
Other____________________________________________________________ 
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