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reminders 
 

September 6 - Volunteers 
to the Bridge 
OASIS begins at 4:45 pm 
(Mon. and Thurs.) 
September 8 – Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast and  
Mini Church Workday 
September 13 –   
GriefShare begins 
(2nd and 4th Thursday) 
September 30 – Sandwich 
Sunday (sign up in the 
narthex)   

 

 Lesslie Newbigin isn’t a household name unless your household is 
informed by Christian Missiology, the area of practical theology that 
investigates the mandate, message, and mission of the Christian 
church. Missiology is a multi-disciplinary and cross-cultural field of 
study incorporating theology, anthropology, history, geography, 
theories and methods of communication, comparative religion, 
Christian apologetics, education methodology, and 
interdenominational relations. (Thank you, Wikipedia!)  
 So, who is Lesslie Newbigin and what does he have to say to the Church 
today? James Edward Lesslie Newbigin (12/8/1909-1/30/1998) was a British 
theologian ordained in the Church of Scotland and missionary to South India 
1936-1974. When Newbigin returned to England from Indian mission work, 
he was struck by the state of the Church. During his absence of almost forty 
years he found a culture that had moved into a Post-Christian era in 
desperate need of evangelism. Newbigin wrote that he viewed Western 
Culture “not as a secular society without gods but as a pagan society with 
false gods”. As we might say today, the goal posts had been moved. 
Objective Truth, particularly regarding the Good News of Jesus Christ, had 
become a moving target from Newbigin’s perspective. 
 I believe that what he has to say to the Church today is to locate the 
Reformed understanding of Election by God within Trinitarian theology and 
theological anthropology as these doctrines coalesce in a coherent vision of 
God’s actions and purposes around Election. Newbigin sums up this idea in 
his work, “The Open Secret”: 

“If each human being is to be ultimately understood as an independent 
spiritual monad, then salvation could only be through an action directed 
impartially to each and all. But if the truly human is the shared reality of 
mutual and collective responsibility that the Bible envisages, then salvation 
must be an action that binds us together and restores for us the mutual 
relation to each other and the true shared relation to the world of nature. 
This means that the gift of salvation would be bound up with our openness 
to one another. It would not come to each, direct from above, like a shaft of 
light through the roof. It would come from the neighbor in the action by 
which we open the door to invite the neighbor in. But the neighbor would 
have to be sent.” (Romans 10:14) Or, as Newbigin states more succinctly 
later, “There is no salvation except in a mutual relatedness that reflects that 
eternal relatedness-in-love which is the being of the triune God.”   
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As I enter my 11th year as the Pastor of Saint Mark, I pray that our relatedness-in-love would continue to 
grow. As God’s set-apart elect, may our Heavenly Father continue to form us into the image of His Son, teaching 
us to depend upon the Holy Spirit to lead, guide and direct us into His fellowship of love.    
Blessings, Pastor Rick    
 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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I was just reviewing what our children will be exploring in Sunday School this 
fall. It looks like a fun and exciting set of lesson. The lessons from the “Growing 
in Grace and Gratitude” curriculum resources will have them working with Old 
Testament stories for a few months.  
 
They are going to spend time thinking about God as creator as they look at the 

beginning of Genesis. They’ll consider God’s promises as they check in on the story of Abraham and Sarah. 
They’ll get to know a bit about Joseph and his brothers and the tensions in their family. They’ll see the 
Hebrews as slaves in Egypt and follow them out of that place and into the promised land. And they will get to 
ponder some of the challenges the Hebrews faced as they moved into the new land that God gave them. 
 
Of course you can follow along with our children just like you have been able to do the last few years. I’ll be 
posting “Grace Sightings” regularly on the CE bulletin board. There will usually be three weeks posted; last 
week, today, and next week. Each “Grace Sighting” includes a brief version of the key story or bible content 
the children explored that week. There is a second page that has three different ways to respond to the 
Biblical content of the day. As a reader you will be invited to recognize God’s grace, respond to God’s grace, 
and celebrate in gratitude. 
 
I hope you will take time to look at the bulletin board on a regular basis. And that you will try some of the 
reflection activities. And maybe even ask some of our children about what they explored that morning. 

 
 

Treasurer's Report  
One Month Ending July 31, 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Operating Fund  income was $1,200 above budget, 
and expenses were $2,900 below budget. 
 
Capital and Facilities Fund income was $100 above 
budget. 
 
Our Combined Fund Balance is up $3,300 from the 
previous month-end. 

 

 

Sympathy 
 
Sympathy to the family of Harold Vandiver, father 

of Marilyn Jackson.  Harold died 
on August 12th.  His funeral 
service was at Restland in 
Gatesville on August 16th. 

 
 

Directory Update 
 

Rebecca and Robby Moore 
Contact the church office 

 
 

Bulletin Board 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to 
the food pantry.  Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated. 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

September 2 - “Traditions and Troubles” 
James 1:2-18; Mark 7:1-13   
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper   
 

September 9 - “Three Cons”   
Psalm 125:1-5; Mark 7:24-37  
 

September 16 - “What’s the Cost?”  
Psalm 19:7-11; Mark 8:27-38  
 

September 23 - “Fill in the Blank”  
Psalm 1:1-6; Mark 9:30-37 
 

September 30 –  
“What Shall We Do with Our Invitation?”   
Jeremiah 17:1-6; Matthew 22:1-14    
Mr. Colin Boring     
 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

Please join Pastor Brooks for an 
always insightful look at scripture 
and current events at Wednesday 
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the 
parlor.   

 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

September 2   September 15 
 Joanne Szalay Neill Howard 
September 4  Anne Thomas 
 Ben Taylor September 19 
September 8  Jo Farley 
 Susan Bell September 21 
September 9  Melba Hale 
 Bailey Guinnée September 24  
 Christi Malouf  Charley Taylor  
September 11 September 26 
 Ruth Crawley  Rebecca Moore 
September 12 September 27 
 Diana Kettle  John Hale 
  September 28 
   Maureen McMahon  

 

Game Night! 
 

Join us for game night on September 
15th from 6:00 – 8:30.  Bring your 
favorite game, snacks, and non-
alcoholic beverage.  Hope to see you 

all there for a fun event.  Please contact George 
Schingle if you plan to attend. 
 

 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, September 9th 

  

Urgently needed are Canned Meat 
Products (chili, stew, chicken, spaghetti & 
meatballs, etc.)  Also needed:  Canned Beans (other 
than green beans), Canned Fruit, Canned Veggies, 
(other corn) and Canned Tomato Products. 
 

 

Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services 
Annual Luncheon 
October 30, 2018 

 

12:00 - 1:00 PM 
No Cost 

 

The annual luncheon will be held at the Doubletree 
Hotel, corner of NW Highway and N Central (US 
75). Free valet parking. If you need a ride please 
contact Dick Waters.  And, let Dick know if you and 
another are planning to attend.  This is always a 
very nice event, the food is delicious, the price is 
right ($0.00), and the program featuring a few of 
the young people who benefit from the services 
that Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services 
provide is entertaining. We would like to fill two 
tables this year — that is 20 good folks. Call or 
email Dick.  Don’t you dare miss it. If we get 30, all 
the better. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Cookbooks - $10 
 

We still have cookbooks for sale.  
They make perfect Christmas 
gifts.  All proceeds go to Camps 
and Conferences.   
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The GriefShare program is 13 weeks long and 
stresses the importance of a relationship with Jesus 
Christ as a foundation for healing grief.  GriefShare 
views the Bible as the “Owner’s Manual for Life.” 
 

Three steps to learn and embrace are: 
 

1.  It takes time to heal 
2.  Set proper expectations. 
3.  Don’t shortchange yourself. 

 

Our GriefShare group meets on the second and 
fourth Thursdays at St. Mark.  Join us starting on 
September 13, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. in the church 
parlor.  We look forward to meeting you.  If you 
know anyone who is grieving a death, please refer 
them to this healing ministry. 
 

Willetta Jones, Dee Huckaba, and Flo Phillips 

OASIS at St. Mark 
(Opportunity to Assist Students in 

Success) 
   

Last year the Evangelism and Mission Committees 
working with Bryan Adams High School developed 
the OASIS program using the Family Center to 
serve homeless students at BA.    
  

Countless volunteers pitched in to cook and serve 
food, donate items and work as chaperones on the 
evenings the Family Center was open.  The 
generosity of this congregation and the 
surrounding community has been overwhelming. 
 

Our turnout at the beginning was small but picked 
up as the year progressed and we are so excited to 
get started again this year.  OASIS resumes on 
Thursday, September 6, 2018. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering or would like 
to donate to the program, please contact Jacie 
Minick or the church office.  We look forward to 
another successful year.  

Long-Range Facilities Planning Task Force 
 

The session has created a Long-Range Facilities Planning Task Force. This group will 
assess the current condition of all of St. Mark’s facilities and property, and the 
associated costs required to bring them up to par. The task force will also attempt to 

identify the various alternatives available to the congregation going forward in regard to facilities use and 
underutilized property.  
 

This task force will be composed of representatives from the Session, the Board of Trustees and the 
congregation. Anyone interested in helping with this project is encouraged to contact Bill Grayson. The task 
force will have its organizing meeting sometime in late September at a time and date to be determined. 

 

 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

All men of St. Mark are invited to join 
together for the monthly Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast which will now meet on the 

second Saturday of each month.  The Men’s 
Breakfast will meet in parlor on September 8th at 
8:00 a.m.  After breakfast please join us for the 
Mini Church Workday at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

We are so grateful for the support of 
our St. Mark family following the death 
of my mother, Mary K Hansel.  The 

beautiful floral arrangement sent to the funeral 
home, the cards, emails, phone calls, donations 
and prayers have been so appreciated.  Thank you!  
 

Gary and Ann O'Neal 
 

Mini Church Workday 
Saturday, September 8th at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Thank You! 

Upcoming Events 



 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, July 23, 2018 

• Motion passed to host Cluster Officer Training on Saturday November 17 at St. Mark from 8am – 3pm. 

• Motion passed to elect John Carver as Treasurer and Bill Grayson as Assistant Treasurer for the year July 1, 
2018 through June 30, 2019. 

• Motion passed to appoint Sheila Wahl and Becky Page to review the financial records of the congregation and 
report their findings to the session no later than the November stated meeting. 

• Motion passed to approve the Operating Fund budget of $210,000 income and $208,600 expenses for the fiscal 
year July 2018 – June 2019.   

• Motion passed to recommend to the congregation approval of the Pastor’s Terms of Call for the fiscal year July 
2018 – June 2019, as included in the budget approved above. 

• Motion passed to create a Long-Range Facilities Planning Task Force, to include members of the congregation 
for all demographics.   

• Motion passed to transfer membership of Ed and Annie Blair to Beth Shiloh Presbyterian Church, York, South 
Carolina, with regret. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear St. Mark Prayer Warriors, 
  

Thank each of you for your thoughts, prayers, text 
messages, calls, and visits during my hospital 
stays surrounding my heart journey in late July and 
early August.   I am thankful to God for  
His loving care and for you, my St Mark family!   
Blessings and love, Becky Page 
 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you for all of the love, support, and prayers I 
received during my father Harold Vandiver's illness 
and after his death.  I don't know what I would do 
without my St. Mark family.  I love you all.  
   

Marilyn Jackson 

 


