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Reminders 
 
June 2 –Men’s Breakfast 
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June 24 
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There is an ancient Sioux proverb that states, "A people without 

history is like the wind on the buffalo grass.”  We at St. Mark 

Presbyterian Church are not a people without history.  This month 

marks our 65th year as a congregation.  Our history began with 

worship service on June 28, 1953.  Instead of going the way of the 

prairie wind, we were led by the Holy Spirit to help build God's 

Kingdom at the corner of Ferguson Road and Millmar Drive.  So, 

65 years later, we can reflect on our heritage, pause in the 

moment to celebrate with a happy dance, and look toward the 

future with a strong wind at our backs provided by the Holy Spirit.  
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Our story is hardly new, much less unique.  Since ancient times, God’s 

pilgrim people responded to His call for redemption.  People - often very 

flawed and frequently reluctant - joined the journey to woo back those 

wandering away from the Creator.  From this long list of imperfect folks 

called to participate in God's plan are some names that are familiar: 

Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph.  But then the greatest part of the 

plan was revealed in what we now know as the New Testament.  

Matthew records the words of Jesus drawing the distinction between the 

old sojourners and the new:  
 

“Therefore, every scribe who has been trained for 

the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, 

who brings out of his treasure what is new and 

what is old.” Matt. 13:52 (ESV)  
 

Christians treasure our history. And during our 65th anniversary, we at St. 

Mark have every intention of honoring our heritage.  But we're not called 

to reside in past glories, as wonderful as they may be. Jesus says we're 

also to treasure what is new.  This anniversary is going to be a great 

celebration in which we'll celebrate our story and encourage the new 

chapters.  We will look at the future with hope and joy, thrilled with the 

excitement of what God has planned for St. Mark.  He's not done with us.  

Far from it.  The same amazing grace that has led us safe thus far is the 

same amazing grace that will lead us home.  Happy anniversary, St. Mark!            
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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Treasurer's Report 
Ten Months Ending April 30, 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Fund income YTD was $6,200 below 
budget and $3,200 below prior year. Expenses YTD 
were $5,300 below budget and $1,800 above prior 
year. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income was $2,200 above 
budget, and expenses were $5,200 above budget, 
both due to the FC classroom HVAC project. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is down $6,500 from 
the prior month end, and down $5,300 from the 
beginning of the fiscal year. 

 
 

Directory Updates 
 

Pat Hamilton    
Pam McGuire 
Katie Moore 
 
Contact church office for details. 

St. Mark Food Pantry  
SUPPLIES ARE VERY LOW 

 
Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits (nothing spicy) 
Vienna Sausage 
Granola Bars, Breakfast Bars 
Breakfast Bars, Soups (pop top cans) 
Water 

 

 
White Rock Center of Hope  

Sunday, June 10th   
  

Canned Meat, Canned Fruit,  
and Macaroni and Cheese 

 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, April 16, 2018 

• Motion passed to accept transfer of 
membership for Robert and Betty Skinner to 
Shiloh Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
Midlothian, Texas, with regret. 

• Motion passed to call a Congregational Meeting 
on April 29, 2018 after church, for the purpose 
of nominating 1 elder for the Class of 2020, 4 
elders for the Class of 2021, and 1 Trustee for 
the Class of 2021. 

• Motion passed that Bryan Adams ROTC be 
allowed to use the back-parking lot on May 2, 
2018 from 8am-noon, at no charge. 

• Motion passed to accept the 2017 Session Minutes 
reviewed by John King and Louis Gold of First 
Presbyterian Church, Garland on March 25, 2018, 
with no exceptions. 

• Motion passed to elect Charles Miller and 
Joanne Szalay as Commissioners and Teri 
Brooks as alternate to the Stated Presbytery 
Meeting, Saturday May 19, 2018, First 
Presbyterian Church, Richardson, 9am-4pm. 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read 
on the Session bulletin board. 

Bulletin Board 

Blood Drive July 1st  
9:00 – 12:30 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

June 3 – “It’s the End of Religion…As We Know It”  

Psalm 139:1-6; Mark 2:23-3:6  
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

June 10 – “Blasphemy, Mother, and Brother” 
Psalm 138:1-8; Mark 3:20-35 
 

June 17 – “Future Farmers” 
Psalm 20:1-9; Mark 4:26-34    
 

June 24 – “Stormy Weather” 
Psalm 133:1-3; Mark 4:35-41       
 
 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

June 1  June 17 
 Harriett Anderson  Natasha Waldrop 
June 3  June 24 
 Jacob Price  Richard Robinson 
June 4  June 25 
 Danny Robinson  Leon Johnson 
June 7   Ruth McGowan 
 Stephen Duncan June 28 
June 9   Gabe Cantu 
 Eric Arthur  Dee Huckaba 
June 16   
 Earlyne Chesser  
 

 

Thank You! 
 

John and I received such warm and caring concerns 
from our St. Mark family.  It is stressful to relate 
John’s journey beginning July 2015 through present 
May 2018.  We are truly blessed to have met so 
many people who have walked with us in love and 
prayers.  The Spindle cell cancer is in remission.  
Next PET scan is in July. 
Blessings to all, John and Melba 

 

What is God’s 
Purpose for 
Your Life? 

 
 

The question at the top of this article might be 
familiar to you. It is the first Question of the 
Presbyterian Study Catechism. Catechisms always 
have an answer for every question. Here’s the 
answer to the question is: 
 

God wills that I should live by the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, for the love of God, and in the 
communion of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Years ago I ran across several questions recently 
that were designed to help us reflect on how we 
might live into that purpose. 
 

1. What specific things do you think that God 
“wills” for your life that might be different from 
what God wills for someone else’s life? 
 

2. What special gifts or talents have you been given 
to use for God’s purpose? 
 

3. How can you practice putting those gifts to work 
this week? 
 

Have you ever pondered those or similar 
questions?  
 

Let me encourage you to prayerfully explore those 
questions this month. 
 

Try it no matter how old you are.  
 

Maybe you will discover that you are being called 
by God to try something new and you need to 
begin to explore ways to do that. Or you just might 
find that you are doing exactly what God wants you 
to be doing. Either way hopefully you will be 
reminded that you are a beloved child of God. And 
that’s something to celebrate. 

 

 

The GriefShare meetings at St. Mark are coming to the end of our 13-week program.  
Our last group meeting will be on June 14, 2018, Lesson 13.  We will break for the 
summer and begin the same 13-week program on September 13, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the church parlor.    Willetta Jones, Flo Phillips, Dee Huckaba 

Upcoming Events 
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Ordination/Installation 

Sunday for New Elders 

Father’s Day 



 

 

 

 
 

St. Mark is Celebrating 65th Anniversary 

Sunday, June 24, 2018 
 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church held its first worship service in a temporary building on June 28, 1953. 
At a congregational meeting that afternoon, 34 charter members adopted the name St. Mark. Also, 
officers were elected, and Joe Slicker was called as pastor. By December 1953, the congregation had 
grown to 65 members and was worshipping in the first permanent building. 

Later construction included Austin Hall (1955), Princeton Hall (1960) and Family Center (1978). The 
sanctuary was remodeled in 1968 and 1997. 

Since 1953, seven senior pastors (Joe Slicker, Forrest Whitworth, John Danhof, Bill Tiemann, Charles 
Fox, Fred Abney and Rick Brooks) have served St. Mark.  Gary O’Neal has been music director and 
organist since 1971. 

St. Mark previously celebrated anniversaries of 25 years (1978), 50 years (2003) and 60 years (2013). 
In 2018, the church will commemorate its 65th year with a new cookbook, featuring 200 recipes 
including some new ones and some vintage ones from earlier cookbooks. 

The Fellowship Committee will host a “St. Mark Cooks’ Potluck Luncheon” following worship on 
Sunday, June 24. Brisket will be provided by the committee. The congregation is asked to bring a side 
dish or dessert, preferably something made from a recipe submitted for the anniversary cookbook. 
Cookbooks will be available for purchase at the luncheon. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Babylon – Daniel’s Courage in Captivity 
Vacation Bible School 

June 18-21 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
Daniel was way more than the guy  
who survived a den of hungry lions. 

 

 Experience the Thrill of Visiting Ancient Babylon!  Join Daniel—torn from his home and 
forced into the king’s service. Explore exotic sights and smells in a Babylonian bazaar!  Kids and 
adults will find that they’re not much different from Daniel and his friends, who kept their 
faith in a faithless culture. 
 Four days of fun—and lasting Bible learning!  Kids and adults experience what daily life was 
like in Babylon!  Explore a crowded marketplace and visit Daniel for daily discoveries about 
God’s love. 
 A typical day at Babylon Vacation Bible School, kids are transported to ancient Babylon 
where they'll meet Bible-times heroes, visit the marketplace and spend time exploring 
firsthand the unique culture of Daniel’s world.  Participants will sample unique treats and play 
high-energy games that reinforce the daily Bible Point.   
Cool craft projects in the marketplace include the Mosaic shop, the Music shop, and the 
Metalworking shop.  One of the best parts about VBS are fun faith-filled songs your kids will 
want to sing again and again! 
 At Babylon VBS, you’ll reinforce Bible truth in a big way because the daily Bible Point is 
carefully integrated into each activity.  God’s Word comes alive through engaging interaction 
with Bible history! 
 
Please call the church office, 214-321-6437 or email Marilyn Jackson to preregister. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  


