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CALENDAR REMINDERS 

February 3rd –  Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

February 4th – Souper Bowl 
of Caring Sunday 

February 14th – Ash 
Wednesday Worship at 7:15 

February 28th Blood Drive 

Once a big building was burning out of control. The building, which 

enclosed a large courtyard, stood at the end of a long hill.  The first fire 

trucks responding were unable to put out the blaze.  Then another 

firetruck appeared on the scene, crashed recklessly through the burning 

building, set up in the courtyard, and promptly extinguished the fire. 

Onlookers were amazed.  The firemen were instant heroes.  The building 

owner gave them a contribution in appreciation of their efforts.  When 

asked what they intended to do with the money, the Fire Chief replied, 

“We will repair the brakes on our truck!” * 

That old joke reminds me of the Lenten season that begins this month.  

Lent sort of crashes into my year, expecting changes to take place in my 

life.  Yet, I’m reluctant to change because I would rather be comfortable.  

The reality is that I appreciate living in a rut of familiarity.  In fact, I 

appreciate it so much that I settle in and begin to make it homey …a name 

it and claim it type of comfortable.  Comfort could be my middle name.  As 

my maternal grandfather used to say, I’m “like a cow looking at a new 

gate” when confronted by something that’s in need of being changed in 

my life.  Confusion leads to vapor lock and inertia sets in.  And if nothing 

changes, nothing changes.  Consequently, Lent hits me where it hurts 

most: my comfort zone.  Lent shakes me from complacency. Lent stands 

up and demands rigorous honesty of me.  

The famous dictum of Socrates, “the unexamined life is not worth 

living,” rings true as Lent arrives.  It’s time for the annual examination. Any 

business that does not take a regular inventory will not be a business at all 

for very long.  As a Christian, I too, should at least take an annual inventory 

of my journey with Jesus. I must ask myself the hard questions.  One of my 

first questions usually is, “Am I too comfortable to risk something new?”  A 

full examination might reveal that I’m actually waiting on the firetruck with 

faulty brakes to rescue me from doing anything at all.  Yet God doesn’t 

want me to be stuck in my rut. God wants all of me to abide in Him, 

turning everything over to Him in trust and truth.                          
 

Lenten Blessings,  

Pastor Rick  
 

* Thanks to Vern Preheim, retired church executive, for this story                  
 

 

St. Mark Connection 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church 

9999 Ferguson Road   Dallas, TX  75238   214-321-6437 
office@saintmarkchurch.org   www.saintmarkchurch.org 

Volume 65 

Issue 2 

February 
2018 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/


 

 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.  
February 2018  Page 2 of 6 

 
Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

February 4 – “Secrets in the Shadows”   
Psalm 147:1-11; Mark 1:29-39    
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

February 11 - “Walking into His Call”   
2 Kings 2:1-12; Mark 9:2-9   
Transfiguration Sunday 
 

February 14 – Ash Wednesday 
7:15 pm 
Matthew 6:16-21 
Imposition of Ashes    
 

February 18 - “Never Again”  
1 Peter 3:18-22; Genesis 9:8-17  
1st Sunday in Lent   
 

February 25 - “Faith, Not Need” 
Mark 8:31-38; Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16   
2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

February 1   February 16 
 Kathy Hale Gary O’Neal 
 Linda Marshall  Jo Ann Parsley 
 Karen Oney February 17 
February 2  Makenna Arthur 
 Rick Brooks February 18 
February 5  Colin Boring 
 Hunter Swift February 19 
 Preston Swift  Gerald Jones 
February 8 February 23 
 Bar Tuinstra  Cade Curry 
February 12  Hannah Moore 
 Rose Marie Stone February 24 
February 15  Flo Phillips 
 Annie Blair February 25 
   Joshua Brown  
   Lucy Moore 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

All men of St. Mark are invited to join 
together for the monthly Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast on Saturday, February 3rd at 
8:00 AM.   The Men’s Breakfast meets in 
the church parlor on the first Saturday of the 
month for a time of food, fellowship and sharing of 
prayer concerns.  
 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring began 
more than 25 years ago at Spring 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Columbia, South Carolina. The 
Souper Bowl of Caring 

empowers youth and unites communities around 
the time of the Super Bowl game to help those in 
need. 
 

This is the prayer that was delivered in 1990 by 
Brad Smith who was then a seminary intern serving 
at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church. 
 

“Lord even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football 
game, help us to be mindful of those without a 
bowl of soup to eat.” 
 

This year Souper Bowl Sunday at St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church will be Sunday February 4. 
Please bring non-perishable food items to church 
for our Souper Bowl Sunday. When the church 
service is over, our children will be waiting at both 
of the sanctuary doors with soup kettles for your 
donations. All of the food items and monetary 
donations will be given to White Rock Center of 
Hope.  
 

 

Wednesday, February 14, 2017 
7:15 p.m. 

 

We will observe the beginning 
of Lent on Ash Wednesday with 
worship, communion and the 
imposition of ashes.  

 

“…for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
Genesis 3:19b 

Upcoming Events 

Blood Drive February 25th  
9:00 – 12:30 
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Treasurer's Report 

Six Months Ending December 31, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Operating Fund YTD income was $2,300 above 
budget and YTD expenses were $800 below 
budget. 
 

Capital and Facilities Fund YTD income was $600 
above budget and YTD expenses were $200 above 
budget. 
 

Our Combined Fund Balance is up $8,600 from the 
previous month and up $8,100 from the beginning 
of our fiscal year. 
 

 

HELP!!!! 
Pantry Needs at St. Mark! 

 

St. Mark’s pantry NEEDS the following items. 
 

Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Vienna Sausages 
Canned meals, i.e. ravioli, 
spaghetti and meatballs etc. 
Fruit cups 
Peanut Butter 
Crackers 
Soups (with pop top lids) preferably meaty soups 

 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, February 11th  
  

Canned Meat, Canned Fruit, and 
Macaroni and Cheese 

 

 

Sympathy 
 

Our sympathy to the families of:  
Roger Siverson who passed away on 
January 8th.  His memorial service was 
here at St. Mark on January 12th; and 
Victoria Monroe, who passed away on 

January 18th.  Her memorial service was on January 
27th at Sparkman-Crane Funeral Home. 
 

Please keeps these families in your prayers. 
 

 

Thank You 
 

Thank you, my St. Mark family 
for your prayers and gifts of 
love and caring at the loss of 
our daughter.  Than you, Rick, 
and all who drove down for 
the service – it was good to have you there and 
was very much appreciated.  The continuing 
kindnesses shown are overwhelming. 
 

Thank you, Bar Tuinstra and Family 
 

 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Dee Robinson and Mike 
Huckaba who were married at St. Mark on  

December 27, 2018. 

 

Bulletin Board 

Church Directory 
 

Many of you are taking advantage of the online directory available with the InstantChurchDirectory app.  If 
you are having problems downloading that app to your phone or computer, please call the church office.  In 
February, a printed copy of the Directory will be available.  Please let the church office know if you would like 
one. 
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It has been a long 
time since I have 
offered a batch of my 
odds and ends in my 
newsletter article.  But 
that is what I am 

sharing this month.  So here goes: 
* Have you noticed that this year Easter is on April 
Fool’s Day?  And that Ash Wednesday is on 
Valentine’s Day?  An interesting combination.  
What do you think about it? 
* I find myself wondering how some folks who may 
embrace Ash Wednesday and Lent but also love 
Valentine’s Day will navigate that day.  But then 
John 3:16 comes to mind.  Some folks have called 
that verse the “Gospel in miniature.”  The message 
that begins “For God so loved the world …” leads 
through Lent to Good Friday and Easter. 
* Easter and April Fool’s really make a great 
combination.  Think about it.  On that Friday when 
Jesus was dead and in a grave with a stone in front 
of it Pilate and the Roman authorities along with 
the Jewish leaders must have thought that they 
were done with their “Jesus Problem.”  They could 

move on to other matters.  But then on Sunday… 
SURPRISE!! 
* Shifting gears a bit.  How long has it been since 
you have looked at the CE bulletin board?  Every 
week you will still find the Grace Sightings that will 
show you what our children are exploring in 
Sunday School.  There are some interesting 
activities there too.  Stories in upcoming weeks 
include Jesus healing a blind man, teaching the 
disciples about some things important to God, and 
dealing with questions from religious leaders.  I 
hope you will drop by and take a look this month. 
* While I am on the topic of children I’ll mention 
summer camp even though it is February.  Last year 
we had three children go to summer camp at 
Gilmont. They were the first children from St. Mark 
to go to camp in many years.  All reports were that 
they had a great time and would like to go back. 
That is wonderful since summer camp can be a 
very important part of a child’s faith formation.  
You helped send them.  Each child had part of their 
fee paid by the St. Mark Camp and Conference 
Fund. We will soon have information about 2018 
camps.  Watch for it. 

 

OASIS at St. Mark 

(Opportunity to Assist Students in Success) 
   

Last spring the Evangelism and Mission Committees began discussing the idea of using the Family Center to serve 
homeless students at Bryan Adams High School.   Research has shown there is a population of between 25 and 40 
students that are classified as homeless by the definition of the McKinley-Vento Act. 
  

The Session believes that St. Mark can have a significant impact on these young people by reaching out and showing 
them we are a caring congregation that wants to help them succeed in becoming productive citizens and loving family 
members.  We want to demonstrate God’s love...to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 
  

The Session has approved this program to benefit Bryan Adams High School homeless population. The Family Center will 
be open on Mondays and Thursdays from 4:45—7:45 p.m. beginning Monday, January 29, 2018 to give invited Bryan 
Adams students a safe place to do homework, to have a hot meal and take a shower if desired. 
 

• No student will stay overnight. 
• Students will come by invitation only and must be referred by the BA staff. 

  

Members of the Committee have reached out to neighborhood associations, BA alumni, and other churches to help 
assist in staffing and meals.  Each evening a home cooked meal will be served, prepared by volunteers from St. Mark or 
volunteers that want to assist in the program.  Volunteers (2-3) are also needed to staff each evening. 
  

If you would like to volunteer to help with staffing or meals, please contact Jacie Minick or the church office. 
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 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, December 18, 2017 
 

• Devotional and prayer by Karl Crawley. 

• Motion passed to approve the use of the library for the Financial Peace Class for 9 weeks, beginning 
January 23, 2018, from 7:00 – 8:30pm. 

• Motion passed for the Membership and Evangelism Committee to organize a program 
benefiting Bryan Adams High School homeless population.  (See article on page five for more 

information.) 
 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board.  
 

 
 
 
 
As mentioned in the December newsletter, for security purposes, the exterior doors to the church are now 
being locked during worship services.  There are new push buttons at the front and back glass doors, and 
ushers will be silently notified should latecomers arrive after services have started. 
 

Pelham Swift has agreed to chair an ad hoc committee charged with developing an Emergency Response Plan 
for dealing with acts of violence on church property.  This could include acts of God (e.g. tornado, flooding) 
and accidents (e.g. fire) as well as acts of man.  Several members of the congregation with particular gifts or 
experience will be asked to participate on this short-term committee.  Please agree to help if contacted. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Emergency Response Planning 


