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reminders 
 

January 6 – 8:00 am 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Christmas Decorations will 
be taken down 
January 13 – Mini Church 
Workday 
January 20 – Game Night 
January 21 – Commitment 
Sunday 
January 23 – Financial 
Peace Workshop 
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I don't watch a lot of television. If Teri's away, the television doesn't 
even get turned on.  But when it's on, I enjoy watching home makeover 
programs with her.  And of these reality shows, I most appreciate the ones 
where a couple attempts to remodel part of their house.  I’ve noticed a 
pattern:  the "all thumbs" husband grossly overestimates his remodeling 
skills, the project takes too long, and the wife worries that it will never be 
completed.  Eventually an expert is brought in to save the project . . . and 
potentially the marriage.  The professional surveys the project and comes 
up with a plan that exceeds what the homeowners could have done on 
their own.  Then, the expert and the overwhelmed couple work together 
on the remodeling.  
 The start of a new year is the perfect setting for our own makeover 
with God’s help.  2018 brings the opportunity to turn our wills and our lives 
over to the care of the one who created us for a remodeling.  Since we're 
His creation, He's automatically the expert to be brought in on this 
makeover job.  After all, He sees what we miss and knows just how to fix it. 
He even pays for it.  He paid for it two thousand years ago through a cross 
on a hill called Calvary.  And now He wants to mold us into the image of His 
Son who paid that price we couldn't pay.  The image of Him (we humans) 
has been tarnished, but not eradicated, by the Fall of Adam in the Garden 
of Eden. God wants to restore us in His image.  The Apostle Paul puts it this 
way in 2 Corinthians 5:17:   

 

"So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new!” 

 

 I especially like the part about the old passing away.  The beginning of 
every year brings reflection on some events and challenges from the year 
that just ended. In the past 2017, several of you experienced the loss of 
loved ones.  Others have begun to face unexpected circumstances.  Yet for 
us all, there is the Good News that God is not done with us, regardless of 
what has happened.  He's at work remodeling us, painful though it may be.  
We are amid a makeover process with the most accomplished and skilled 
expert. And this makeover is not just for now.  It's not even just for the year 
to come.  It's for eternity, for a time when God will bring about a new 
heaven and a new earth without end.  My prayer for 2018 is that St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church prepares for that eternity by embracing God’s 
changes, regardless of the cost.  Let's be willing for God’s extreme 
makeover.   

 
Blessings, Pastor Rick  

 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

January 7 - “Big Reveal” 
Genesis 1:1-5; Mark 1:4-11  
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

January 14 – “Come and See” 
Psalm 139:1-6, 16-18; John 1:41-53    
 

January 21 – “Let’s Roll” 
Jonah 3:1-5; Mark 1:14-20  
Commitment Sunday 
 

January 28 – “Never Ending Discoveries”  
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Mark 1:21-28   
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

January 1   January 23 
 Bobby Husted Jennifer Grayson 
January 4  Pat Hamilton 
 Vickie Lall January 24 
January 5  Norma Murray 
 Selina Cantu January 26 
 Sue Duncan  Clive Duncan 
January 15 January 27 
 Cody Robinson  Mary Crawley 
 Robert Skinner January 30  
 Travis Stephen  Marie Chambers 
  January 31   
   Marilyn Jackson 
 

 

Directory Update 
 

Melba Hale 
New Cell Phone Number – Contact 
church office. 

 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on 
January 3rd at 10:30. You are invited to 
join Pastor Rick in study and 
conversation using the Wired Word.  
Great fellowship and snacks are provided. 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, January 14th  
  

Canned Soup, Canned Corn, Canned 
Beans, (other than green beans), Canned Meat 
Products (chili, stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.), 
Canned Fruit, Canned Veggies, (other than beans & 
corn), Packaged Pasta  
 

 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

All men of St. Mark are invited to join 
together for the monthly Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast on Saturday, January 6th at 
8:00 AM. After our breakfast and prayer 

time, we will take down the outdoor 
and Sanctuary Christmas decorations, 
and pack them away for next year.  
 
 

THE SOCK TREE 

 
 

Thank you for your gifts of warm adult and 
children’s socks left at the sock tree! The adult 
socks were given to Austin Street Center and are so 
appreciated!   The children’s socks were given to 
the White Rock Center of Hope.  We thank you for 
your love and generous giving during the Christmas 
season!  
Your Mission Committee 
 

 

Thank you, friends and family for the 
lovely gift bag.  And thanks be to God 
the Father for His gift of love, the life 
that’s in His son, Jesus Christ.  To 

accept this free gift for the forgiveness of our sin, 
we will live forever with Him in heaven.  Jesus is 
the greatest gift of all!  Amen.   
Vickie Lall  
 

Sympathy to Bar Tuinstra and family in the  
death of her daughter Carla Richter who  
passed away on December 28th.   
There will be a service in  
Taylor, Texas, on January 6th. 
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Treasurer's Report  
Five Months Ending November 30, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Operating Fund YTD income was $3,800 below 
budget and YTD expenses were $1,900 below 
budget. 
 

Capital and Facilities Fund YTD income was $1,000 
above budget and YTD expenses were $700 above 
budget. 
 

Our Combined Fund Balance is up $5,800 from the 
previous month and down $500 from the beginning 
of our fiscal year. 

 

Special Christmas Offering Update 
 

Grateful thanks to all who have contributed to this 
year’s Special Christmas Offering.  As of December 

31st, we have received $5,461 in 
contributions to this project.  We 
will continue to receive 
contributions through January 7th.  

Your generous contributions this year are going to 
the PC(USA) Joy Offering 
and to the Scholarship 
Program of the Ministry of 
Hope in Malawi, Africa. 
 

 

Commitment Sunday - January 21st  
 

The Session of St. Mark invites you to participate in our annual stewardship program. Our theme again this 
year is “Stewardship Is Heart Work” On January 21st, Commitment Sunday, we will dedicate our Faith 
Promises to the Operating Fund, the Capital and Facilities Fund and the Mission and Outreach Fund as well as 
volunteer for various church responsibilities and activities.  We will also renew our covenant as a faith 
community to the mission of St. Mark Presbyterian Church. 
 

 The Operating Fund is the recipient of our tithes and provides funding for all activities, worship and 
music, Christian education, utilities and salaries at St. Mark, as well as our support for all PC(USA) and 
other mission and outreach ministries, including the White Rock Center of Hope, Presbyterian Children’s 
Homes and Services, Grace Presbyterian Village and the Ministry of Hope in Malawi, Africa. 

 The Capital and Facilities Fund provides funding for all improvements and maintenance of the 
church property.  This fund is of increasing importance as our facilities become older and your Faith 
Promises will help in this effort.  

 The Mission and Outreach Fund helps provide support for the agencies that we assist through the 
Operating Fund, as listed above.  If you wish to provide additional assistance to the area of our 
congregation’s ministry, please consider a Faith Promise to this Fund. 

 

Please look for more information and a Faith Promise card coming in the mail soon, and join us on Sunday, 
January 21st as we come together once more to commit to the future of St. Mark Presbyterian Church. 
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As I was thinking about what I might write for my first article of 2018 I went 
back to see what I was thinking about at this time last year. I had the Hebrew 
word hesed. It is a common word in the Old Testament. Hesed is most often 
translated as “steadfast love.” And it usually is used to refer to God’s steadfast 
love for all of God’s people. As in the opening verse of Psalm 136, “O give 
thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” 

 

Last year I suggested that a good way to begin 2017 was with the call that ended Psalm 136, “O give thanks to 
the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.” 
 

I think that is a good way to begin 2018 as well. Making a renewed commitment to give thanks for God’s love. 
But I want to add something this year. It may be something that you already were doing. But I’d like to suggest 
that you keep your eyes, ears, and heart open. Take note of the ways that you encounter that steadfast love 
or that you observe others encountering it as well.  
 

And let me encourage you to reflect God’s steadfast love for you to those around you. Remember the way we 
often experience God’s love is through the actions of God’s people. Things like a thoughtful gesture or the 
right word said at the right time.  
 

I wonder how we might be going to experience that steadfast love in 2018. I wonder what stories we might 
have to share with each other this time next year? 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Online Church Directory 

Our church directory is available to view on any web browser!  Instant Church Directory — the program we 
use to build our church directory — has a free website for church members to view our directory online. 

1. Go to members.InstantChurchDirectory.com 

2. Click on the link: First time signing in? Create a login now.  

3. Enter the email address as it is listed in the family portion of the directory.  If your email address isn't listed 
in the directory, let Marilyn Jackson or Kat in the church office know so it can be added. 

4. Once you confirm your email, you may sign in at members.InstantChurchDirectory.com. Your email with the 
password you created will work on all the Instant Church Directory apps on any device. 

Download the “Instant Church Directory” mobile app by going to Google Play Store for Android or the App Store for 
Iphone. 

 

Financial Peace  
 

Financial Peace University is a money- management course taught by financial expert Dave Ramsey. 
 

• Approximately 76% of Americans live paycheck to paycheck, regardless of their income. “Broke” has 
become the new normal in our nation, but this doesn’t have to be true for you.  

 

• Taking control of your money starts with a plan, and Financial Peace University is that plan! 
 

Learn God’s ways of handling money with Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. 
Tuesday, January 23, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church 

 
 

 



 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Approved Session Highlights 

Stated Meeting of the Session, November 20, 2017 

• Devotional and prayer by Ed Blair. 

• Motion seconded and passed to receive and accept with regret the resignation of Jerri Shevlin as Ruling 
Elder, Class of 2019. 

• Lorraine Stephen reported that the committee had asked Tricia Johnson to complete the unexpired term 
of Jerri Shevlin for the Class of 2019.  She accepted. 

• Motion seconded and passed to form an Ad Hoc committee to develop an Emergency Plan for St. Mark.  
Several members and staff will be asked to be part of the committee.  Pending adoption of a plan, all doors 
will be locked after “Greetings” during the worship service, beginning November 26, 2017. 

• Motion passed to accept the following dates for serving Communion in 2018:  January 7, February 4, 
February 14 (Ash Wednesday), March 4, March 29 (Maundy Thursday), April 1 (Easter), May 6, June 3, July 
1, August 5, September 2, October 7, November 4, December 2, December 24 (TBD). 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
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