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reminders 
 

December 2 – 8:00 am 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
9:30 am Advent Festival 
December 3 – 1st Sunday 
of Advent 
4:00 pm - Hanging of the 
Greens 
December 10 – 2nd Sunday 
of Advent 
December 17 – 3rd Sunday 
of Advent 
Lessons and Carols 
Christmas Luncheon 
December 24 – 4th Sunday 
of Advent 
5:30 pm - Christmas 
Reception  
6:00 pm - Christmas Eve 
Worship 
December 30 – 2-4 Open 
House at the Brooks 
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The Advent season is not fast approaching.  It's here right now.  Advent's 
arrival didn't ask us for permission to enter.  Yet it's no intruder into our 
already overscheduled lives.  Advent is actually a wakeup call, encouraging 
us to prepare our hearts and minds for the Good News of Jesus to 
transform us by the power of the Holy Spirit into who God intends for us 
be, not for our own glory but for His.  Even if it appears inconvenient and 
we're not certain we're ready for this change, Advent still shakes us up. I 
appreciate the way Madeline L'Engle says this time of anticipation often 
seems to take us by surprise in her poem, "First Coming".  
 

He did not wait till the world was ready, 
till men and nations were at peace. 

He came when the Heavens were unsteady, 
and prisoners cried out for release. 

He did not wait for the perfect time. 
He came when the need was deep and great. 
He dined with sinners in all their grime, 

turned water into wine. 
He did not wait till hearts were pure. 
In joy he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 
To a world like ours, of anguished shame 

he came, and his Light would not go out. 
He came to a world which did not mesh, 

to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh 

the Maker of the stars was born. 
We cannot wait till the world is sane 

to raise our songs with joyful voice, 
for to share our grief, to touch our pain, 

He came with Love: Rejoice~ Rejoice!   
 
This Advent season let us pause from our activities, take a deep breath, 
and know that indeed God has wrapped Himself in human form because 
He so loved the world.  Then let us rejoice with the angels. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Rick 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

December 3 -  1st Sunday of Advent 
“Something Big” 
Isaiah 64:1-9: Mark 13:24-37  
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

December 10 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
“There Are Limits”   
Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8  
 
 

December 17 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Lessons and Carols 
 
 

December 24 – 4th Sunday of Advent 
“A Different Perspective”  
Isaiah 9:2-11; Luke 2:1-14 
 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Fellowship 5:30PM 
Worship 6:00PM  
Luke 2:15-20  
 
 

December 31 – “We’ve Only Just Begun”     
Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40  
Sandwich Sunday at Austin Street Shelter 
 
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

December 2   December 13 
 Phyllis Miller Alex Crawley 
December 3 December 14 
 Collin Stephen  Becky Page 
December 6 December 15 
 Voni Robinson  Ron McMahon 
December 7 December 21 
 Leigh Taylor  Jana McIntosh 
December 9 December 27 
 Pam McGuire  Clint Taylor 
December 10 December 29 
 Randall McGee  Sheila Wahl 
December 11 December 31 
 Mary Moffitt  Diane Llywelyn 
  Emily Stephen 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, December 10th   
  

Canned Soup, Canned Corn, Canned 
Beans, (other than green beans), Canned Meat 
Products (chili, stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.), 
Canned Fruit, Canned Veggies, (other than beans & 
corn), Packaged Pasta  
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

All men of St. Mark are invited to join together for 
the monthly Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
on Saturday, December 2nd at 8:00 
AM. Beginning in December, we will 
meet on the first Saturday of each 
month at 8:00 AM in the church parlor, for a time 
of food, fellowship and sharing of prayer concerns.  
 

We will rotate cooking and cleanup duties, with at 
least two men responsible each month, so be 
thinking about which month you can volunteer. 
Please RSVP to Bill Grayson if you are bringing extra 
people, so we will be sure to have enough seats. 
 

 

The Grief Share Support Group will meet at St. 
Mark from 6:00 -  8:00 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Thursday of each month. 
 

For more information, you may 
contact the church office. 
 

 
It Is Sock Tree Time 

 

Once again, the Mission & Outreach Committee 
will provide the St. Mark Congregation with the 
opportunity to dig a bit into their respective 
pockets and bring new socks for children, teens, 
and adults and deposit them into the basket below 
the Christmas tree in the parlor.  This season the 
Children’s socks will be delivered to the White Rock 
Center of Hope. The Adult socks will be taken to 
the Austin Street Center when we go there on New 
Year’s Eve – December 31 – for Sandwich Sunday. 
Let’s fill the basket – make that at least two baskets 
– Christmas 2017! 

Upcoming Events 
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Mark Your Calendars 
For These St. Mark Events 

 

The holidays are upon us, with many activities scheduled at St. Mark. 
 
 
December 2:  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast. 
 

December 2:  Family Advent Festival, 9:30am – 12 
noon. Children age 3 through 5th grade and theirs 
Parents, grandparents, & friends, are invited. We 
will all sing carols, enjoy Christmas stories and craft 
some creations to take home. 
 

Craft projects include:  Advent Wreath, Candle 
holder, Christmas ornament, decorating cookies 
(To eat or take home) 
Please mark your calendar for this fun festival. 
 

December 3:  Advent begins on 
this Sunday and the tradition at St. 
Mark is to decorate the church 
inside and out.  Hanging of the 
Greens will begin at 4:00 pm.  
During that time, we will adorn the parlor, hallway, 
Narthex, and of course the Sanctuary. 
 

 
 
Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee, the 
Christmas Luncheon Buffet on Dec 17 features: 
Entrees: Roasted Rosemary Pork Loin, 
Breaded Pecan Chicken with light 
cream sauce 
Sides: Honey-Glazed Carrots, Roasted 
Oven Potatoes and Basil Squash 
Wheat and White Rolls.   
Beverages: Coffee, Iced Tea, & 
Lemonade. 
Desserts. 
The cost for this delicious meal is $15 for adults 
and $10 for children ages 6 -12. Children 5 & 
under are free. 
Make reservations with Marilyn Jackson or the 
church office.  Reservation and payment deadline 
is December 6. 
Enjoy Special Christmas Music from the Sanctuary 
Choir during the Christmas Luncheon. 
 

December 17: “Lessons and Carols,” a service of music and scripture, is 
presented by the Sanctuary and Bell Choirs during the 10:30am worship 
service. After the service, please plan to join your friends and family for the 
catered luncheon!  

 
December 24:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service begins at 6:00pm with a gathering for friends and 
family before the service at 5:30pm. 
 
December 25:  Merry Christmas!! 
 

December 30:  2:00 – 4:00 pm Open House at the home of Rick and Teri Brooks. 
 
December 31:  Sandwich Sunday at Austin Street Center.  Leave the church at 5pm to serve sandwiches to the 
homeless. 
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Treasurer's Report  
Four Months Ending October 31, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating Fund YTD income was $3,200 below 
budget and YTD expenses were $1,000 below 
budget. 
 
Capital and Facilities Fund YTD income was $500 
above budget and YTD expenses were $400 above 
budget. 
 
Our Combined Fund Balance is down $1,500 from 
the previous month and down $6,300 from the 
beginning of our fiscal year. 
 
 

Directory Update 
 

Martha Gracey  
Dallas, TX  75238 
 

Lisa Washburne 
Dallas, TX  75243-5901 
 

Charlene Ramsay –  new phone number. 
Pat McCloud – new phone number. 
 
Contact church office for more information. 
 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 
 

Saltine Crackers, Granola Bars,  
Breakfast Bars, Soups (pop top cans) 
Water, Cheese Crackers, Canned Meat Products 
(chili, ravioli, stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.) 

Special Christmas Offering 
 

St. Mark members are asked to open their hearts 
for our Special Christmas Offering.  Half of the 
funds received will go to the Joy Offering and half 
will go to the Ministry of Hope in Malawi, Africa.  
 

The Joy Offering provides support for retired and 
active pastors and 
church workers and 
their families, as well 
as support for the 
racial-ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA).  
 

The Ministry of Hope serves orphans, infants and 
widows in rural Malawi, 
Africa. Our offering this year 
will be used to provide 
scholarship support for 
children from the villages 

served by the Ministry of Hope who are attending 
high school, college and vocational trade schools.  
 

The Session has set a goal of $5,000 for this year’s 
offering.  Please prayerfully consider your gift to 
the offering as a reflection of your gratitude for the 
multitude of blessings that you have received. 
 

 

Sympathy 
 

Sympathy to Sandra Knapp 
and family in the death of her 
brother, Glenn Roush.  Glenn 
died on November 6th in 
Houston.  The service for 

Glenn was on Thursday, 2:00 p.m., November 9th at 
Grove Hill. 
  
Sympathy to the family of Margie Sivess.  Margie 
died on November 9th.  Her memorial 
service will be held at St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral, Dallas, on December 9th  at 
2:00 pm. 
 
 

Bulletin Board 



 

 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.  
December 2017  Page 6 of 8 

 

Most years I use the December newsletter to share some things that you may 
find helpful during the season of Advent.  It is that time when we are 
encouraged to prepare our hearts for the celebration of Christmas.  This year 
will be no different. It’s easy to either get caught up in that hoopla or get so 
annoyed by it that we lose the real focus of Advent and Christmas.  Once 
again, this year I am going to share some suggestions for Advent and Christmas 

that may help you to keep things focused or give you a break from the seasonal noise.  I have listed versions of 
some these several times in the past.  
 
* If you like to doodle or color you might use some of the words and phrases associated with Advent and 
Christmas when you do this. Peace, hope, love, joy, waiting, and expectation are some suggestions.  You could 
do the same thing with seasonal hymns.  Some folks find that it is a good time to pray when they doodle or 
color. 
 
* Make it point to take some time to give to others beyond your household. Try sharing small gifts or acts of 
kindness with other people. You may want to focus on folks who rarely experience such things.  It could be as 
simple as a card, phone call, or even an e-mail.  (And don’t forget to allow others to share acts of kindness 
with you. Sometimes it is more challenging to receive than to give.) 
 
* Here’s something to try if you decorate your home. Since Advent is a time of waiting and preparation try 
putting your decorations up in deliberate stages all through the season instead of doing it all at one time.  If 
some of your decorations are connected to very special people and memories pause and say a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the gift of those times and people. 
 
* If you put out a nativity set you might set it all up except for Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.  Then place Mary and 
Joseph somewhere else in your home.  Each Sunday move them a bit closer to the manger.  On Christmas 
move them in to the manger. 
 
* Read the Christmas story from the Gospel of Luke before you open any presents.  It only takes a few minutes 
and gives us a chance to pause for a moment before we tear into the wrapping paper. 
 
* Take a look at your church directory. Each day during Advent pray for a couple of the households in the 
directory.  Pay particular attention to those folks you have not seen in a while and to those households that 
you know have undergone major changes in the last year or so. 
 
May you have a meaningful Advent and Christmas season. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  Nikki Guinnee is collecting box tops for 
education for her kids.   

If anyone has extra, please contact Nikki. 

You Are Invited To 

Holiday Open House 

Saturday, December 30 
2-4 pm 

at the home of Rick and Teri Brooks  
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Poinsettias 
 

 

The Worship and Music Committee is taking orders for Poinsettias to decorate our Sanctuary during the 
Advent/Christmas Season.  If you would like to place an order, please complete this form and place it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  Poinsettias are $10.00 each! 
 
Make your check payable to:  St. Mark Presbyterian Church and mark for poinsettias. 
 

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10! 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I wish to order ____________ poinsettias at $10.00 each. 
   
In honor of_______________________________________________ 
 
 
In memory of______________________________________________ 
 
 
In celebration of___________________________________________ 
 
 
Other____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

What a joy it is to be  
a part of the ministry  

at St. Mark Presbyterian Church.   
The staff wishes you peace,  
love, and joy this Christmas  

and throughout the coming year.   
 

Pastor Rick Brooks 
Gary O’Neal 

Rev. Dr. Randall McGee 
Kat Hutchings 

Bob King 
Elaine Burgess 



 

 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, October 23, 2017 

• Lorraine Stephen reported that the Nominating Committee had asked Pelham Swift to complete the 
unexpired term of Jeff Taylor for the Class of 2019.  He accepted. 

• Motion passed for Administration & Personnel Committee to develop a policy for churchwide 
communications. 

• Motion passed to elect Becky Page and Dick Waters as Commissioners and Charles Miller as alternate to 
the Stated Presbytery Meeting at First Presbyterian Church, Arlington on Thursday November 16. 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
 
 

 

 

 

Developing Emergency Plans - Acts of Violence on Church Property 
 

At their most recent meeting, the Session ordered the creation of an ad hoc committee charged with 
developing an emergency response plan for dealing with acts of violence on church property. This could 
include acts of God (e.g. tornado, flooding) and accidents (e.g. fire) as well as acts of man. Several members of 
the congregation with particular gifts or experience will be asked to participate on this short-term committee. 
 

Until such time that the Emergency Response Plan is created and approved, the Session has decided to lock 
the exterior doors to the church during worship services. The front and back glass doors leading to the narthex 
(lobby area) will be secured after the Welcome and Greeting time at the beginning of the service. Ushers will 
monitor the doors to admit latecomers. This is an interim policy, and may, or may not, be continued when the 
Emergency Response Plan is approved and implemented. 
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