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Show and Tell. Teachers in elementary schools have used this game for 
years as a means of instruction.  It is a valuable tool for getting students out of their 
comfort zones in front of their classmates to speak on a topic of their choice. The 
student demonstrates or shows something and speaks about it.  Show and tell is 
also instructional for what Jesus calls the church to do and be.  We are called to 
demonstrate the Christian life to a perishing world by being the hands (show) of 
Jesus and the voice (tell) of Jesus.  At the same time, we are called to be the church 
as disciples of His body. 

Two passages from Holy Scripture help bring these doctrines into focus. The 
first is the Judgment Day accounting in Matthew 25:31-46.  Here, Jesus separates 
the sheep from the goats according to their outreach in mission (show) or lack 
thereof.  The results of this separation are either glorious or severe with the 
consequences lasting a really long time.  The eternal nature of the stakes makes this 
no mere school game.  Declaring the Good News (tell) to the lost is evidential in 
Matthew 28:19-20.  Going, making disciples, baptizing, teaching obedience are not 
suggestions any more than the admonitions in Matthew 25. It is only by showing 
(mission) and telling (evangelism) that the Body of Christ can grow to maturity and 
truly be the church as God intends. 

The Body of Christ advances the Gospel on the twin legs of show and tell, 
or, if you prefer, mission and evangelism.  Forward momentum stops once these 
legs are severed.  The church may survive for a season with wonderful fellowship 
and worship, but she will never thrive without reaching out through showing and 
telling via mission and evangelism. St. Mark Presbyterian Church presently stands 
at the crossroads.  Even in a time of national economic uncertainties, East Dallas is 
doing well.  We're growing, in fact. Almost 68,000 people live within a two-mile 
radius of St. Mark according to a June 2011 survey. This survey also notes that 48% 
of the people around the church consider spirituality is important to them but only 
about half of that number choose to participate in organized religious services.  That 
means there are plenty of people right around us who don't know Jesus as Savior 
and Lord. So the field is ripe for the harvest!  Through mission and evangelism St. 
Mark Presbyterian Church can rise and advance the Good News of Jesus Christ as 
never before.  September 18th, bring a friend to worship as we celebrate “Friendship 
Sunday” then share a Pot Luck Lunch with our friends in the Family Center.  It's time 
to show and tell.     
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 

Inquirer’s Class – Sunday, September 11th, 12:15 (Pastor’s Study) 
 

If you have been worshipping with us at St. Mark Presbyterian Church for a while 
and want a better understanding of what we’re all about, you may have some 
questions. 
 

Who are Presbyterians?  What do they believe?  What do they do?  
What is their history?  What has their influence been? 

 

Bring your questions about being Presbyterian to Pastor Rick’s Inquirer’s Class. 
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Leadership in the Life Cycle of a Congregation with Dr. George Bullard 
Monday, September 19 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Presbyterian Mission Center, 6100 Colwell Blvd., Irving 
 

Part of the Grace Presbytery Monthly Theological/Practical Conversations 
 

Register for this workshop to learn how to empower your congregation to fulfill your vision for transformation 
and growth. 
 

The purpose of this seminar is to: 

 Describe the patterns of life of congregations in such a way that participants can figure 

 out where their congregation is at the current time 

 Learn the steps needed to spiral forward in pursuit of their full Kingdom potential 

 Help attendees learn how to lead their congregation from where they are to where they 

 believe God is leading them in the hope of becoming a Faith Soaring Church. 
 

Participants will receive: 

 A reproducible congregational life cycle chart or other material for use in their congregation 

 A link to an eBook on the life cycle of congregations that will be free to download on the day of the 
seminar and the day after, with a small fee for subsequent downloads. 

 

Dr. George Bullard serves as President and Strategic Coordinator with The Columbia 
Partnership, a community of Christian leaders seeking to transform the capacity of the North 
American Church to pursue and sustain vital Christ-centered ministry. Dr. Bullard also serves 
as General Secretary [executive coordinator] of the North American Baptist Fellowship of the 
Baptist World Alliance. Since 1996, Dr. Bullard's ministry has been expanded to include work 
with denominational families throughout North America. Strategic planning, church growth, 
and conflict mediation consultations and training have been a major part of Dr. Bullard's 

ministry during the past 35 years.  
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Approved Session Highlights 
Stated Meeting of the Session, July 18, 2016 

 Devotional and prayer by Teri Brooks. 

 Motion seconded and passed to elect Bill Grayson (chair) and Lorraine Stephen to represent Session on 
the 2017 Nominating Committee. 

 Property Committee reported that work continues on the leak in Austin hallway ceiling (A/C related) 
and the Family Center air conditioner. 

 Motion seconded and passed to elect John Carver as Treasurer and Bill Grayson as Assistant Treasurer 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017. 

 Motion seconded and passed for Rev. Brooks to take vacation on Wednesday, August 3 – Tuesday, 
August 9 and Wednesday, September 21 – Tuesday, September 27.   

 Motion seconded and passed to restore to Rev. Brooks compensation time the hours that were to be 
taken on June 20-25 as Study Leave, as he was engaged in work for the church. 

 Stated Presbytery Meeting, First Presbyterian Church, Kilgore, Thursday October 6, 2016, all day. 
A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 

http://www.gracepresbytery.org/meetings-and-events/leadership-development/
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White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, September 11th  
  

Bring your donations and place them in 
in the baskets in the hallway. 

 

Needs 
Socks and underwear for boys and girls 

Canned meat, mac and cheese 
Deodorant and feminine hygiene products 

 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 
 

Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Saltine Crackers 
Soups (with pop top lids) 
Granola Bars 

 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

September 2   September 19 
 Joanne Szalay Jo Farley 
September 4 September 21 
 Ben Taylor  Melba Hale 
September 8 September 23 
 Susan Bell  Ashley Holloway 
September 9 September 24 
 Bailey Guinnée  Nicole Carver 
 Christi Matthews  Charley Taylor 
September 11 September 26 
 Ruth Crawley  Rebecca Moore 
September 12 September 27 
 Diana Kettle  John Hale 
September 15  Aaron Sivess 
 Neill Howard September 28 
 Anne Thomas  Maureen McMahan 
  

 

Blood Drive Results 
 

Thanks to all who generously donated blood at  
our July 31st Blood Drive.  We had 19 attendees, 
resulting in 15 units.   
Louis Escamilla, a visitor, won the $25 Walmart gift 
card. 

Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

September 4 – “Track and Field” 
Philippians 3:8-14; Philippians 1:3-11   
 

September 11 - “Large and in Charge”  
Ephesians 1:3-14; Ephesians 1:15-23   

 

September 18 - “Dynamite” 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Ephesians 3:14-21   
  

September 25 – “Glorious Things” 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Luke 13:10-17  
Guest Pastor – Rev. Dr. Ronnie G. Holloman 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report for the One Month 

Ending July 31, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Operating Fund income was $4,100 above budget 
and expenses were $1,700 below budget. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income was $600 above 
budget and expenses were $700 below budget. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is up $6,400 from the 
previous month, and up $3,800 from the same 
month last year. 
 

 

Thank You! 
 

To St. Mark congregation – my deepest 
appreciation for the cards, visits, 
prayers, support and care you have 
given me during this time of transition.  
 God bless you all real big. 
 

Leonard Esler 
 

 

Bulletin Board 

The next NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is September 
16th.  Articles and information for the newsletter 
can be emailed to Kat Hutchings and  
Cecelia Grayson. 
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Salad Pot Luck Lunch 

National Back to Church Sunday 

Sunday September 18th  
 
The Fellowship Committee invites you to bring your family, neighbors, and friends to a  
Salad Pot Luck Lunch on September 18th as we celebrate National Back to Church Sunday. 
Please bring an entrée-type salad to share with the crowd, like chicken salad or pasta salad.  Other suggestions 
are potato salad or carrot salad; or how about pea salad or ham salad or fruit salad?  And of course a green 
salad with all the fixin’s would be nice, too. 
The Fellowship Committee will provide crackers, beverages, and dessert. 
Please plan to join us, and don’t forget to bring some folks for Back to Church Sunday!!! 

 

 

My sermon when I preached last month was titled “Growing in Grace and 
Gratitude.”  The sermon focused on Christian Education.  It is not a coincidence 
that Growing in Grace and Gratitude is the name of a PC(USA) produced 
curriculum resource.  This month we are starting on our second year of using it 
at St. Mark with our children in Sunday School.  

 

Something that I love about Growing in Grace and Gratitude is that it has some features that make it useful 
for times in addition to Sunday mornings at church.  And it doesn’t have to be just for children either.  I am 
pretty sure that some adults might find some of these features helpful as they ponder the gift of God’s grace 
and ways that we might live lives of gratitude. Let me explain. 
 

There is a two page free “extra” for each lesson called Grace Sightings.  What exactly is a Grace Sightings? It is 
two pages of stories and reflection or exploration activities.  Each issue of Grace Sightings invites us to both 
recognize and respond to God’s grace. It also invites us to celebrate in gratitude. Grace Sightings are designed 
to be used by parents or caregivers with their children. But I think adults might find these to be helpful as well.  
The first issue of Grace Sightings invited the participants to look around, take notice of parts of God’s creation, 
and give thanks for our favorite parts of that creation.  That’s a great idea for adults too. I hope you will take 
time to look over an issue or two of Grace Sightings. The focus for the next several months will be on stories 
from Exodus.  We’ll see God at work in the world taking the Hebrew people out of Egypt, guiding them 
through the wilderness, and giving them a new home. 
 

The Grace Sightings are available online at http://www.growinggracegratitude.org/for-the-home.html.  They 
are available for free in a couple of Ebook formats for those of you who have Ereaders like Kindles or tablets.  
This format includes color pictures and even sound.  The Grace Sightings are also available in downloadable 
PDF files. 
 

We may live in an age that has more and more digital resources.  However, those can be combined with 
traditional ways of communication.  We use both forms at St. Mark.  Almost every week you can find three 
Grace Sightings posted on the Christian Education bulletin board. You can find this weeks’ along with last and 
next weeks’.  Stop by and look at them.  Take a few minutes and talk about them with a friend as you enjoy 
the post worship refreshments on Sunday mornings. 
 

I’ll close with the prayer from the second issue of Grace Sightings.  We were encouraged to pray this prayer 
every day during that the week:  
 

Thank you God for helping us grow.  And thank you for people who take care of us. Amen 
  

http://www.growinggracegratitude.org/for-the-home.html
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Christian Education Offerings this Fall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Adult Sunday School Classes: 

 Gleaners Class is currently studying lessons from Romans where Paul speaks to us concerning God’s 
love for us and living under God’s mercy in today’s world.  In September they will delve into “The 
Sovereignty of God, Isaiah”, and in October, “The Sovereignty of Jesus, Hebrews”. 

 Men’s Class will be finishing discussions on the clash points that have created the hostility between the 
followers of Islamic thought and the followers of Western (Christian) thought.  Sometime in the early 
fall they will start a new discussion to be determined. 

 Bible Discussion Class is presently discussing Influential Women in the Bible.  After this series is 
finished, they will choose a new subject, possibly something from the New Testament.  They read text 
from the Bible, the leaders provide background on the subject and the class discusses the text as it 
pertains to today’s world. 
 

Children’s Sunday School Classes 
 Infant – 4 years will resume using “God Loves Me” storybooks, a collection of 52 books that follow the 

Bible, and story related coloring and crafts. 

 5 years – 5th grade children will continue “Growing in Grace and Gratitude”.  This lesson series uses 
Bible stories, music, teaching pictures, maps, figures, puzzles, games, and game pieces to use with the 
children.  They will also be using “Holy Moly” video and storybook materials. 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 Meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am.  They use The Wired Word curriculum that links the latest 

headlines to appropriate Scripture.  There is always interesting conversation and fellowship, and 
usually coffee and cake.   

Fall means a fresh start in your life.  Include Sunday school, Sunday worship, and Bible study to 
you fresh start!  See ya at St. Mark Presbyterian!!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


