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Do you remember Show and Tell from your school days?   
Teachers in elementary schools have used this game for 
years as a means of instruction.  It helps get students out of 
their comfort zones so that they can speak in front of their 
classmates.   As you probably remember, the student 
displays an item, then describes it and maybe even 
demonstrates how it works.  Show and Tell can be applied to 
the church, too, in the way that Jesus instructs the 
church what to do and how to be. We are called 
to demonstrate the Christian life to a perishing world by 
being the hands (show) of Jesus and the voice (tell) of Jesus.  
At the same time, we are called to be the church as disciples 
of His body. 
  

Two passages from Holy Scripture help bring these doctrines 
into focus.  The first is the Judgment Day accounting in 
Matthew 25:31-46.  Here, Jesus separates the sheep from 
the goats according to their outreach in mission (show) or 
lack thereof.  This separation yields either glorious results or 
severe long-lasting consequences, hardly a child’s school 
game.  In Matthew 28:19-20, declaring the Good News (tell) 
to the lost - going forth, making disciples, baptizing, teaching 
obedience – should not be dismissed as simply a suggestion, 
any more than the admonitions found in Matthew 25.  Only 
by showing (mission) and telling (evangelism) can the Body 
of Christ grow to maturity and truly be the church as God 
intends. 
  

Show and Tell, or if you prefer, mission and evangelism, are 
the twin legs that propel the Body of Christ.  Forward 
momentum stops once these legs are disabled.  The church 
may survive for a season with wonderful fellowship and 
worship, but will never thrive without reaching out.  Let’s ask 
ourselves – individually and as a church – how steady are our 
legs at St. Mark Presbyterian Church?   East Dallas is 
growing.  Almost 70,000 people live within a two-mile radius 
of our property.  When surveyed a few years ago, 48% of the 
people around the church consider spirituality as important 
to them, but only about half of that number chooses to 
participate in organized religious services. Plenty of people 
right around us who don't know Jesus as Savior and Lord.  So 
the field is ripe for the harvest!  Through mission and 
evangelism, St. Mark Presbyterian Church can rise and 
advance the Good News of Jesus Christ as never 
before.  Mark your calendars for October 6-7, when we will 
have a revival. It's time to show and tell.     
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Two passages from Holy Scripture help bring these doctrines into focus.  
The first is the Judgment Day accounting in Matthew 25:31-46.  Here, 
Jesus separates the sheep from the goats according to their outreach in 
mission (show) or lack thereof.  This separation yields either 
glorious results or severe long-lasting consequences, hardly 
a child’s school game.  In Matthew 28:19-20, declaring the Good News 
(tell) to the lost - going forth, making disciples, baptizing, teaching 
obedience – should not be dismissed as simply a suggestion, any more 
than the admonitions found in Matthew 25.  Only by showing (mission) 
and telling (evangelism) can the Body of Christ grow to maturity and 
truly be the church as God intends. 
  

Show and Tell, or if you prefer, mission and evangelism, are the twin 
legs that propel the Body of Christ.  Forward momentum stops once 
these legs are disabled.  The church may survive for a season with 
wonderful fellowship and worship, but will never thrive without 
reaching out.  Let’s ask ourselves – individually and as a church – how 
steady are our legs at St. Mark Presbyterian Church?   East Dallas is 
growing.  Almost 70,000 people live within a two-mile radius of our 
property.  When surveyed a few years ago, 48% of the people around 
the church consider spirituality as important to them, but only about 
half of that number chooses to participate in organized religious 
services. Plenty of people right around us who don't know Jesus as 
Savior and Lord.  So the field is ripe for the harvest!  Through mission 
and evangelism, St. Mark Presbyterian Church can rise and advance the 
Good News of Jesus Christ as never before.  Mark your calendars for 
October 6-7, when we will have a revival. It's time to show and tell.     
 

Pastor Rick 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/


 

 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.  
September 2017  Page 2 of 6 

 
 

 

I preached on Pentecost Sunday a few months ago. That morning we used the 
“Holy Spirit” portion of the PCUSA’s “Brief Statement of Faith” as our creed or 
affirmation of faith for the day.  With all that is going on in the world around us I 
thought it would be worth sharing with you again.  You might even want to read 
them out loud: 
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit justifies 
us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  The same 
Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through 
Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all 
ministries of the church.  In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray 
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask 
idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work 
with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

As I reread those lines I find things that are comforting and give me hope.  I also find things that are 
challenging and that make me more than a bit uncomfortable. How about you? What is your experience? 
What do you find here? 
 

 

Treasurer's Report  
One Month Ending July 31, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  + INCOME        - EXPENSE  
 

Operating Fund income was $1,300 above budget 
and $3,200 below prior year. Expenses were $2,200 
below budget and $700 below prior year. 
 

 Capital & Facilities Fund income was $300 above 
budget and expenses were $500 above budget. 
 

Our Combined Fund Balance is up $2,500 from the 
prior month. 

 

Directory Update 
 

Please call the church office for Bar 
Tuinstra’s new home phone number. 
 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark! 
 

After an email plea, Monday morning I found the 
church office filled with pantry supplies.   
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!! 
 

 

Bulletin Board 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

September 3 - “Are You Charismatic?”  
John 15:14-17; 1 Corinthians 12:27-31  
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper   
 
September 10 - “The Greatest Need”  
Philippians 4: 4-7; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7   
 
September 17 - “The Greatest Gift” 
Philippians 4:8-9; 1 Corinthians 13:8-13   
 
September 24 – TBA 
Elder Ed Blair 
 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

Please join Pastor Brooks for an 
always insightful look at scripture 
and current events at Wednesday 
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. in the 
parlor.   

 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

September 2   September 19 
 Joanne Szalay Jo Farley 
September 4 September 21 
 Ben Taylor  Melba Hale 
September 8 September 23 
 Susan Bell  Ashley Holloway 
September 9 September 24 
 Bailey Guinnée  Nicole Carver 
 Christi Matthews  Charley Taylor 
September 11 September 26 
 Ruth Crawley  Rebecca Moore 
September 12 September 27 
 Diana Kettle  John Hale 
September 15  Aaron Sivess 
 Neill Howard September 28 
 Anne Thomas  Maureen McMahon 

Reunion Pot Luck Luncheon 

 
In preparation for the St. Mark Revival in October, 
the Fellowship Committee is hosting a Reunion 
potluck luncheon after church on Sunday, 
September 17th.  Former 
ministers and members 
we have missed, will be 
contacted and invited to 
attend.  We ask those in 
contact with former members and missed 
members to personally invite them.  
Please mark your calendars to attend this exciting 
event. 

 

 

GAME NIGHT! 
 

We had a great turnout for our 
first game night in August.  Lots 
of fun and fellowship.  Join us 
this month on September 16th 
from 6:00 – 8:30.  Bring your 
favorite game, snacks, and non-

alcoholic beverage.  Invite a friend or couple to join 
you.  We will clean the parlor and kitchen following 
the games in preparation for Sunday worship 
services. 
  

Please RSVP to Sheila Wahl, Cathy Schingle, or 
George Schingle with the number you will have in 
your party.  Hope to see you all there for a fun 
event.  
 

 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, September 10th  
  

Canned Soup, Canned Corn, Canned 
Beans, (other than green beans), Canned Meat 
Products (chili, stew, spaghetti & meatballs, etc.), 
Canned Fruit, Canned Veggies, (other than beans & 
corn), Packaged Pasta. 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Labor Day 
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Our Mission 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church-Wide Revival 
October 6-7 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
 

The Rev. Freddie Orr, Interim Pastor, Metro District, N. Texas Conference, United Methodist 
Church, has been invited to be a spiritual leader for our revival.  His spiritual 
path has involved lifelong church membership (24 years of it at St. Stephen 
UMC), lay leadership, and much community involvement through such 
programs as Habitat for Humanity.  He felt his call to fulltime ministry in 2008.  
Freddie currently is participating in the Course of Study School (COSS) program 
offered by the North Texas Conference as an extension of the Perkins School of 
Theology Course of Study at SMU. 
 

As we anticipate our revival, we are encouraged to pray as we plan it.  As you have seen by our 
weekly emails, members of the committee have shared their personal prayers.  We hope you 
will pray individually and seek God's blessings for this spiritual event as we move toward 
October. 
 

“Revive us, and we will call on your name.  Restore us, O Lord God Almighty;  
make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.” 

 

Psalm 80:18 
 

 
 
 
 

Please note – Transportation will be provided for 
those who need a ride.  Please reserve your spot 
by calling Jerri Shevlin or the church office. 
 



 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Stated Meeting of the Session, July 24, 2017 
 

• Motion passed to allow the Mission and Outreach Committee to request donations of school supplies 
and money for PCHAS. 
 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sympathy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our deepest sympathy to Donna Simes and family 
in the death of her sister-in-law, Mary Dunn. 

Mini Church Workday 
 

Saturday, September 9th.   
Helping hands are needed. 

 
8:30 am: Coffee and Planning 

9:00 am: Work Begins 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


