
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Page 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2 

BULLETIN BOARD 3 

CALENDAR 4 

TREASURER’S 
REPORT 

5 

RANDALL’S PEN 5 

SESSION 
HIGHLIGHTS 

6 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 6 – Volunteers to 
the Bridge  

October 8 – Mini Work Day 

October 16 – Chili Cook-Off 

October 22 – Choir Retreat   

October 30 – Sandwich 
Sunday at Austin Street 

 

St. Mark Connection 
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One of my favorite church signs stated that it was "A Hospital for Sinners, Not 
a Museum for Saints.”  Let's face it. At St. Mark Presbyterian Church, we're all 
here because we're not all there.  In other words, we have not arrived at 
perfection, but we're making progress - sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly. 
We fully realize that we're not complete.  Not whole.  With that thought, I 
want to share something that I read recently and I think addresses our 
situation: 
 

If you never felt pain, then how would you know that I am a healer? 
If you never had to pray, then how would you know that I am a deliverer? 
If you never had a trial, then how could you call yourself an overcomer? 
If you never felt sadness, then how would you know that I am a comforter? 
If you never made a mistake, then how would you know that I am a 
forgiver? 
If you knew all, then how would you know that I will answer your 
questions? 
If you never were in trouble, then how would you know that I will come to 
your rescue? 
If you never were broken, then how would you know that I can make you 
whole? 
If you never had a problem, then how would you know that I can solve 
them? 
If you never had any suffering, then how would you know what I went 
through? 
If you never went through the fire, then how would you become pure? 
If I gave you all things, then how would you appreciate them? 
If I never corrected you, then how would you know that I love you? 
If you had all power, then how would you learn to depend on me? 
If your life was perfect, then what would you need me for? 

 

You may remember the recent sermon series I led that focused on God’s 
calling of three imperfect men to perform important tasks: Abraham, Moses, 
and David. In the stories of their calls, we discovered God’s passionate pursuit 
of us.  He just won't give up on His people. He constantly calls us. He reminds 
us of His claim on us.  His faithfulness in the face of our faithlessness - when 
we so frequently turn away from Him – should leave us in wonder.  Why in the 
world would God do this?  The answer, in a word, is love. God's overwhelming 
love displays His glory to the universe that we're incredibly blessed to inhabit.  
 

That church sign I mentioned at the beginning rings true. Church is not a dead 
museum.  It’s a living hospital where the wounded arrive unable to heal 
themselves. 
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 

A HOSPITAL FOR SINNERS 
NOT A MUSEUM FOR SAINTS 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

October 2 - “Struggle and Grace” 
Philippians 2:1-2; Romans 15:22-33  
World Communion Sunday  
 

October 9 - “Crickets” 
2 Samuel 7:1-12; 2 Samuel 7:18-29    
 

October 16 - “I Am the Door”  
Exodus 3:13-15; John 10:7-10  
 

October 23 - “Light of Life” 
John 1:1-13; John 8:12-18   
 

October 30 - “Renewal”  
John 8:31-36; Romans 3:19-28 
All Saints Sunday/Reformation Sunday  
 

 

Bible Study 
 

Wednesdays 10:30 am - Church Parlor 
 

Starting October 5th the group will begin 
studying 1 John, and continue through 

November with 2 John, and 
3 John until Advent.  Please 
join the Bible Study for 
friendly conversation, 
interesting discussion, 

coffee, cake and especially fellowship.   
 

 

Volunteer Recognition-Sunday October 30th  
 
The Worship and Music Committee will honor all of 
the volunteers who assist with the Worship 
Services, this includes ushers, liturgists, beadles, 
acolytes, communion servers, the chancel choir 
and the hand bell choir. We 
will have a cake in the parlor 
during the fellowship time 
after the church service on 
Sunday, October 30th. Please 
join us as we show our appreciation for our 
awesome, devoted and faithful volunteers! 

St. Mark Second Chili Cook-Off 
Sunday, October 16th  

 
Here’s how it works: 

1. Register your chili to be judged… 
2. Prepare the best chili recipe you have ever 

made… 
3. Bring your world famous chili to the Chili 

Cook Off!! 

A secret panel of judges will taste each entry and 
declare a winner.  
First Prize Winner will receive a $25 gift card to 
Walmart. 

Register your name and type of chili on the entry 
list on the bulletin board outside the church office. 
Those not entering, please sign up to bring a side 
or dessert and come enjoy the chili! 

Suggested Chili Types: 
Beans  No Beans 
Veggie  Turkey 
White Cincinnati 

 

 
Presbyterian Children’s  

Homes and Services 
(PCHAS) 

 
You are cordially invited to attend a luncheon 

November 2, 2016 
Royal Oaks Country Club 

7915 Greenville Ave. 
Dallas, TX  75231 

 

Registration – 11:30 
Luncheon - Noon to 1:00 p.m. 

 

RSVP to Sara Newell.  Please contact the church office 
for Sara’s email address and phone number. 

The next NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is October 14th.  
Articles and information for the newsletter can be 
emailed to Kat Hutchings or Cecilia Grayson at  

office@saintmarkchurch.org   

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
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White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, October 9th  
  

Bring your donations and place them in 
in the baskets in the hallway. 

 

Needs 
Socks and underwear for boys and girls 

Canned meat, mac and cheese 
Deodorant and feminine hygiene products 

 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 
 

Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Soups (with pop top lids) 

 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

October 1   October 18 
 Gene Woods Myrtle Harbaugh 
October 3  Lorraine Stephen 
 Cheryl Simpson October 19 
October 4  Rose Curry 
 Mary Beckham  Arthur Jones 
October 6 October 20 
 Jo Schindler  Karl Crawley 
October 7  Breanna Waldrop 
 Elli Guinnee October 25 
 Dick Waters  Dean Anderson 
October 11 October 27 
 Jeff Taylor  Ellen Roberts 
October 13 October 30 
 William Higgins  Richard Arthur 
 Betty Skinner  Carolyn McInnis 
October 14 October 31 
 Emily McIntosh  Wylie Matthews 
 

 

Back by Popular Demand 
 

The attendance registration pew pads 
will be returning to the sanctuary on 
October 2nd! We will continue to use 
the green cards for prayer requests but 

we will start registering our attendance in the 
registration pads on Sunday October 2nd. 

Flowers 
 

Flowers are given to the Glory of 
God each Sunday.  A very special 
thanks to Jo Farley who purchases 
the flowers and does such a 

beautiful job of arranging.  As a reminder, you may 
order flowers in celebration of an event or in 
memory of a loved one.  Just sign up on the Flower 
Calendar outside the office.  A maximum of two 
floral arrangements per Sunday, please.  Call the 
church office to let us know of any special requests 
and what you would like in the Order of Worship.  
Cost of an altar arrangement is $25, payable to St. 
Mark.  OR you may bring your own arrangement.   
 

 

Thank You! 
 

To Our Dear St. Mark Family, 
 

A very belated thank you for all your 
cards and visits to my Mom while she was at the 
rehab and in the hospital those last 3-4 
months.  Your loving support meant the world to 
her.  Mom was strong in her faith and was grateful 
for St. Mark and its members.  We also thank you 
for your outpouring of love when Mom passed 
onto Glory.  We received so many cards & 
donations and such a wonderful meal that we were 
all humbled by your support.  St. Mark is one of the 
greatest blessings in our lives.  God Bless you all. 
 

Dee Robinson, Christi Matthews & Wylie Matthews  
 

 

Sympathy 
 

Our deepest sympathy to Anne Carlson and family 
in the death of her grandson, Cole Pangburn.  The 
funeral service for Cole was held on September 
10th at New Life Church in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 

Our deepest sympathy 
also to Mary Moffitt and 
family in the death of her 
husband, Jim.  A memorial 

service for Jim will be held here at St. Mark on 
October 8th at 1:00 pm with reception following. 
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Treasurer's Report for the Two Months 
Ending August 31, 2016 

 
Operating Fund income was $900 above budget and 
expenses were $2,200 below budget. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income was $200 above budget 
and expenses were $800 below budget. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is down $2,100 from the 
previous month, but up $4,300 from the beginning of our 
fiscal year. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Jane Ann and I are getting ready to go on vacation. By the time you read this we will already be back. 
Hopefully we had a great trip. We plan on visiting several national parks and monuments. We’ll be doing some 
hiking. That means we have our trekking poles out and will be ready to use them. I used the trekking poles in 
an article a couple of years ago. I still like it. So I think I will share a variation of it with you again. Here goes: 
 

Last month Jane Ann and I took our annual vacation. As has become our custom we went to a National Park 
and did a good bit of hiking. This year the park was Mt Rainier in Washington. Our most challenging hike was 
on the Skyline trail. It was a bit over 5 miles. During the course of the hike we started at an altitude 5400 feet 
ascended and then descended 1700 feet. We were thankful on our hikes that we had some new gear this year. 
We each had a set of trekking poles. Trekking poles are essentially a pair of walking sticks made out of a strong 
but lightweight material plus they have a comfortable handle. They are adjustable so that they can be set at a 
comfortable length for each hiker. The poles give a hiker a bit of extra leverage on steep climbs and some 
extra stability on steep descents. They are also very useful in keeping your balance on very rough trails.  
 

I once heard John Williams, the chaplain at Austin College, note something to the effect that God thinks those 
who follow Jesus are like grapes. We are better in bunches. That is why we are called into those communities 
we call congregations. Most of the time we are not called to live our lives as children of God in isolation but 
we are called to live alongside a bunch of others. 
 

So I am thinking being a part of a congregation means we are sometimes called to be each other’s trekking 
poles. That is, we provide each other with some stability or leverage as we navigate the various ascents and 
descents along the trails of our lives.  
 

But not only are we called to be trekking poles for others we are also called to allow others to serve as our 
trekking poles. Sometimes receiving help can be much more challenging than helping someone else. 
 

So how have you been a trekking pole for others? And how have others been your trekking poles?  
 

Aren’t you thankful that God thinks those who follow Jesus are like grapes? We really are better in bunches.
  



 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 

 

 

 

Approved Session Highlights 

Stated Meeting of the Session, August 15, 2016 

 Devotional and prayer by Leigh Taylor. 

 The New Life Assessment Committee will include Teri Brooks, Jeff Taylor, Dick Waters, Bill Grayson, 
Leigh Taylor, Annie Blair, Joanne Szalay, and Marilyn Jackson.   

 Cluster Events/News:  Nikki Guinnee returned from Guatemala with good reports.  St. Mark is hosting 
the Cluster Thanksgiving Service on November 13.  Officer Training will be November 19 at Eastminster 
Presbyterian. 

 The Stated Presbytery Meeting is at First Presbyterian Church, Kilgore on Thursday October 6, 2016, all 
day.  Motion seconded and passed to elect Charlene Taylor & Dick Waters as commissioners and Karl 
Crawley as the alternate. 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SUNDAY – OCTOBER 2nd 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 


