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reminders 
 

November 5 – Cluster 
Reformation Worship at 
FPC Garland, 6:00 p.m. 
November 11 – Choir 
Retreat 
November 12 - Kitchen 
Table Talk 
November 18 – Game 
Night 
November 19 – 
Congregational Meeting 
November 23-24 – Church 
Office Closed “Happy 
Thanksgiving” 
November 25 – Christ the 
King Sunday 
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During some of the nation’s darkest days in the midst of the Civil 
War, President Abraham Lincoln made a heartfelt attempt to put our 
nation's challenges into perspective.  He proclaimed a national day of 
"Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in 
the Heavens," to be celebrated on Thursday, November 26, 1863. 
When things looked bleak, President Lincoln turned to God in 
gratitude for the manifold blessings provided our country.  Since that 
first official day of Thanksgiving, the United States observed the 
fourth Thursday of November as a time of turning to God. 
 
We are blessed to be a people who can choose to be grateful.  One 
of my favorite authors, a Catholic priest, Henri Nouwen, states this 
well:  
 

"Gratitude as a discipline involves a conscious choice. I can 
choose to be grateful even when my emotions and feelings 
are still steeped in hurt and resentment. It is amazing how 
many occasions present themselves in which I can choose 
gratitude instead of a complaint. I can choose to be grateful 
when I am criticized, even when my heart still responds in 
bitterness. I can choose to speak about goodness and beauty, 
even when my inner eye still looks for someone to accuse or 
something to call ugly."  

 
Father Nouwen makes a bold admission about himself. While he may 
be tempted to be ungrateful, he makes the conscious choice to think 
otherwise. He understands what President Lincoln affirmed:  even 
human choice is a divine gift. I pray that St. Mark Presbyterian 
Church wiII always be moved by gratitude for what God has 
graciously provided for us so that He can use us to be a blessing to all 
though Jesus. "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in 
all circumstances: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." 1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18                       
Blessings, Pastor Rick 
 

"Gratitude as a discipline involves a conscious choice.  I can choose 
to be grateful even when my emotions and feelings are still 
steeped in hurt and resentment.  It is amazing how many occasions 
present themselves in which I can choose gratitude instead of a 
complaint.  I can choose to be grateful when I am criticized, even 
when my heart still responds in bitterness.  I can choose to speak 
about goodness and beauty, even when my inner eye still looks for 
someone to accuse or something to call ugly."  

 
Father Nouwen makes a bold admission about himself.  While he may be 
tempted to be ungrateful, he makes the conscious choice to think 
otherwise.  He understands what President Lincoln affirmed:  even human 
choice is a divine gift.  I pray that St. Mark Presbyterian Church wiII always 
be moved by gratitude for what God has graciously provided for us so that 
He can use us to be a blessing to all though Jesus.  "Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances: for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you." 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
                      
Blessings, Pastor Rick 
 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

November 5 - “Wake Up Call”  
Isaiah 22:12-13; 1 Corinthians 15:30-34  
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

November 12 – “Because He Lives”  
Romans 8:10-11; 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 
 

November 19 - “Mystery and Victory” 

Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
 

November 26 – “Crown Him” 
Psalm 100:1-5; Ephesians 1:15-23  
Christ The King Sunday  
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

November 2   November 20 
 John Wahl Teri Brooks 
November 3 November 21 
 Mary Scallorn  Julian Oney 
November 4  Andi Taylor 
 Alan Aulenbach November 23 
November 7  Victoria Monroe 
 Dorothy Moore November 24  
November 13  Vincent Oney 
 Charles Miller  Pelham Swift 
November 18  Lisa Washburne 
 Cheryl Nowlin November 28 
 Troy Simpson  Robert Mounts 
 

 

Game Night! 
 

Join your friends for BINGO on 
Saturday, November 18th at 
6:00.  Bring a snack to share and a 
wrapped "white elephant" prize if you 

want to play Bingo.  Hope you can join in the fun. 
 

 

Called Congregational Meeting 
 

The Session calls the congregation to meet on 
Sunday, November 19th for the purpose of electing 
two elders to replace Jeff Taylor and Jerri Shevlin, 
Class of 2019. 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

All St. Mark men and their friends, co-workers and 
neighbors are invited to the Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
on Tuesday, November 7th from 7:00 – 8:00 a.m.  
We will meet in the St. Mark parlor.  Rotating 
volunteer breakfast preparation is planned.  A 
freewill offering will be collected to offset costs. 
 

This will be a time when men, after a 
hearty breakfast, meet around tables 
and pray for each other, our 
community, our church and our 
Pastor. It will be a time of openness 
with each other where we can feel free to discuss 
events in our lives for which we need prayer from 
our brothers in Christ. 
 

Please RSVP to Bill Grayson so that we will have an 
idea how much breakfast to prepare.  If you forget 
to RSVP, come anyway! 
 

 
 
 
 
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who 
will walk alongside you through one of life’s most 
difficult experiences, the loss of a spouse, family 
member, child or friend.  You don’t have to go 
through the grieving process alone. 
 

Thursday, November 16th 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, November 30th 6:00 p.m. 

 

Beginning on December 14th, the Grief Share 
Support Group will meet at St. Mark from 6:00 -  
8:00 p.m. on the second and fourth Thursday of 
each month. 
 

There is a fee for the workbook.  Please ask your 
facilitator about a payment schedule or if financial 
assistance is needed. 
 

For more information, you may contact the church 
office, Willetta Jones or Flo Phillips. 

Upcoming Events 
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Treasurer's Report  

Three Months Ending September 30, 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating Fund income was $6,600 below budget 
and $3,300 below prior year. Expenses were $3,200 
below budget and $100 below prior year. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income was $200 above 
budget and expenses were $600 above budget. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is down $7,000 from 
the prior month, and down $4,800 since the 
beginning of the year.  
 

 

It’s Time for Another 
“Kitchen Table Talk” 

Sunday, November 12th 
 

The Session invites you to attend another Kitchen 
Table Talk presented by the Stewardship and 
Finance Committee.  Please join the committee in 
the sanctuary for about 15 minutes after the 
worship service.  
 

 

Directory Update 
 
Charlene Ramsay   
Dallas, TX  75228 
 
Pattie Gooch 
 
Contact the church office for more information. 
 
 

Email Addresses Needed 
 

If you are not receiving emails from the church 
regarding prayer concerns, reminders, etc., we 
might not have your correct email address.  Please 
send your address to the office at 
office@saintmarkchurch.org. 
 

 

Thank You 
 

Many thanks to all of my St. Mark family for your 
love, card, calls, and hugs after the unexpected 
death of my nephew Garrett.  My 
family and I appreciate the love that 
was shown by you and felt by us.  
My sister, Martha, keeps telling me 
that she is surviving day by day, and 
I am following her lead. 
Bless you my friends.   
Marilyn Jackson 
 

 

White Rock Center of Hope  

Sunday, November 12th  
  

Canned Soup, Canned Corn, Canned 
Beans, (other than green beans), 
Canned Meat Products (chili, stew, 
spaghetti & meatballs, etc.), Canned 
Fruit, Canned Veggies, (other than 

beans & corn), Packaged Pasta  
 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 
 

Saltine Crackers, Granola Bars 
Breakfast Bars, Soups (pop top cans) 
Water, Cheese Crackers 
 

 

Time Change 
 

Daylight Savings time ends this 
weekend.  Don’t forget to set your 
clocks back one hour on Saturday 
night, November 4th.  

 

Bulletin Board 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org


  

 

S
t. M

a
rk

 P
re

s
b

yte
ria

n
 C

h
u

rc
h

 e
xis

ts
 to

 k
n

o
w

 Je
s
u

s
 a

n
d

 to
 m

a
k

e
 H

im
 k

n
o

w
n

.  
N

o
vem

b
er 2

0
1

7
 

 
P

age 4
 o

f 6
 

IN
SER

T C
A

LEN
D

A
R

 
 



 

 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church exists to know Jesus and to make Him known.  
November 2017  Page 5 of 6 

 

We are celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation of the 
Church this fall.  Would you believe that the beginning of the Reformation 500 
years ago is tied to a misguided capital campaign to build a new church?  Pope 
Leo X was in the process of building St Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  He had taken 
out a construction loan and needed to pay it back.  He decided to raise the 
money by selling indulgences.  

 
What’s an indulgence?  It is more complicated than I can detail here.  The somewhat over simplified 
explanation is that by purchasing an indulgence the family or friends of a deceased person could reduce the 
debt the deceased still owed to God on their sins.  That would then reduce the time the deceased spent in 
purgatory and send them on their way to heaven a bit sooner.  If you want a bit more information on 
purgatory and indulgences, I’ll be happy to point you in the direction of a short overview of the Reformation. 
 
John Tetzel was one of the people charged with selling the indulgences in the region where Martin Luther 
lived.  He was quite a hustler.  Tetzel made all sorts of promises about the power of the indulgences.  Those 
promises went beyond the approved theology of the day.  He apparently used a slogan or jingle in his 
presentations:  “As soon as the coin in the coin box rings, another soul from purgatory springs.” 
 
About this time, Martin Luther had become convinced that the church was wrong in selling indulgences.  
Based on his study of the Bible he was convinced that indulgences were based on an erroneous understanding 
about the nature of salvation.  This led him to compose and post his famous Ninety-Five Theses in October 
1517.  They were issued as a debate challenge to those who were selling indulgences.  And so, what we now 
call the Reformation began. 
 
Fast forward 500 years.  Today when we have a stewardship focus at St Mark we don’t sell indulgences.  We 
don’t think of our gifts as purchasing God’s favor.  Instead we understand our gifts as acts of thanksgiving.  We 
give because we already are beloved children of God. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Reformation 500 

The Eastern Dallas County Cluster of Presbyterian Churches  
will worship together in celebration of the 

500TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION 
 

 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 
First Presbyterian Church of Garland 

930 West Avenue B,  
Garland, Texas  75040 

 

4:30 - Combined Choir Rehearsal at FPC Garland;  
6:00 – Worship Service 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, September 18, 2017 
 

• Motion passed to name Lorraine Stephen chair, and Charles Miller assistant chair, of the 2017-2018 
Nominating Committee.  Congregational members include Allison Curry, Cecilia Grayson, and George 
Schingle. 

• Motion passed to appoint Sheila Wahl and Becky Page to perform the Financial Records Review for the 
period of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. 

• Motion passed to present Dave Ramsey’s Smart Money, Live Stream, Tuesday, November 7, 7-8 pm, in the 
sanctuary. 

• Motion passed to accept with regret the resignation of Jeff Taylor as Ruling Elder, Class of 2019. 
 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
 

 

 
 

 

Advent Festival 
 

Saturday December 2nd  
9:30 am-12 Noon 

Children age 3 thru 5th grade 
 

Sing Carols and enjoy Christmas stories 
Craft projects to include: 
Advent Wreath, Candle holder, Christmas 
ornament 
Decorating cookies (To eat or take home) 

Please mark your calendar  
for this fun festival. 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church 

Christmas Luncheon 
 

December 17, 2017 
after Lessons and Carols Service 
$15 adults, $10 children ages 6 -12 

5 and under, free 
This will be a catered meal.   

Menu can be found on church flyers.
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