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St. Mark Blood Drive 
Sunday, March 6th 

9:00 a.m.  -  12:30 p.m. 
 

Please consider donating.  Your blood 
has the potential to save 3 lives and keep our St. 
Mark blood bank supplied. 
 

If you know of others who would like to be 
included on the donor list, let me know.  For more 
information contact Sue Duncan  

St. Mark Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday March 26th 

9:30 am – 11:00 am 
 

It’s Easter Bunny time and St. Mark is 
having an Easter egg hunt.  Come on 
over, bring your kids, grandkids, 
friends and a basket to gather some 
eggs.  There is a surprise in each one.  
Enjoy some snacks and crafts. 

 

Infants thru 3 year olds:  side lawn 
4 year olds thru 2nd graders:  patio area 
3rd graders thru 5th graders:  Prayer Garden area 

 

Any contributions of plastic eggs filled with candy 
or small toy/trinkets will be greatly appreciated.  
Please bring them to the church office or place 
them on top of the washer or dryer in the hallway. 
Thank you!  Marilyn Jackson 

 

Sunday, March 20 

Palm Sunday 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Thursday, March 24 

Maundy Thursday 

Communion 
7:15 p.m. Worship 

 

 

Friday, March 25 

Good Friday 

7:15 p.m. Worship 

 

 

Saturday, March 26 

Easter Egg Hunt 

9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, March 27 

Easter 

9:00 a.m. Breakfast 

10:30 Worship 

Saturday, March 19th 

Church Beautification Day 
9:00 - Noon  

 
 
 

 
8:30 a.m. Breakfast in the parlor 

Special Easter Offering 
 

The Session has set a goal of $5,000 for this year’s 
Special Easter Offering.  This year, half of the 
offering will go to One Great Hour of Sharing and 
the other half will be used for special support of 
two local PC(USA) agencies, Presbyterian Children’s 
Homes and Services, and the Caring Fund of Grace 
Presbyterian Village. 
 

Our One Great Hour of Sharing 
contributions are directed to three 
PC(USA) programs:  Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian 
Hunger Programs and Self-
Development of People.  

Please give generously. 

Easter Continental Breakfast 
 

The Fellowship Committee welcomes you and your guests to a Continental Breakfast on Easter morning  
from 9:00  -  10:00 a.m.  Please come and enjoy this fellowship time with your family and friends. 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

March 6 
“What a Waste” 
Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16 – 21, 
Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
Guest Minister - Rev. Frank Diaz 
 

March 13 
“Makeup Artist”  
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 18:18-25   
 

March 20 
“What’s It All About?” 
Psalm 118:19-29; John 12:12-16  
 

March 24 
Maundy Thursday 7:15 pm 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper  
 

March 25 
Good Friday 7:15 pm  
 

March 27 
“That’s How God Rolls”   
Job 19:23-25; John 20:11-18    
Resurrection Sunday  

Thank You 
Thank you for your prayers and thoughts during this 
time of sorrow.  I am grateful to be a part of the St. 
Mark family. 

Jerri Shevlin  

We’re now well into the Lenten season.  We’ll be experiencing Holy Week 
sooner than we might imagine.  Hopefully, we’ve been taking a personal 
inventory of our sins of commission and omission with attendant repentance.  
But these exercises can be challenging for many because Western culture 
now operates in an I’m Ok, You’re Ok environment.  “It’s all good” has become 
a catch phrase, in the face of all the evidence it’s certainly not all good.  It’s 
broken beyond all measure and can’t be restored by human effort alone.  In 

1973 famed Psychiatrist, Karl Menninger, published his book questioning this phenomenon, “Whatever Became of 
Sin?”  Dr. Menninger was predated by decades by Christian ethicist, H. Richard Niebuhr, in his book “The Kingdom 
of God in America” with this observation: 
 

“A God without wrath brought men without sin into a Kingdom without judgment  
through the ministrations of a Christ without a Cross.” 

 

In my opinion, Niebuhr’s summation hits the mark regarding where Western Christendom currently stands in the 
Northern Hemisphere.  The fact that his prescient statement was published in 1937 is all the more chilling in 
2016 because the downward theological slide has been accelerating regarding human sin, God’s judgment, and 
Christ’s Cross.  Today culture influences church instead of the other way around.  That’s why sin doesn’t matter 
because nobody or institution has the “right” to define it.  God certainly doesn’t judge anyone because He doesn’t 
have the “right” to do so given His track record of allowing evil to exist in the first place.  And the bloody Cross 
of Christ is all about Divine child abuse by God who deserves scorn, definitely not worship. 
 

Yet all is not lost because God’s yes is stronger than our no.  On Good Friday, 2010, I preached:  “It’s Friday but 
Sunday’s Coming”.  Because when all hope evaporates and God is silent, that’s when God is up to His best work.  
Easter Sunday, I preached that only God can bring life out of death.  I believe that message now even more than 
when I preached it.  Despite what has happened in Western Christendom, I really don’t think God is finished with 
the Body of Christ.  We’re a work in progress that won’t end until He’s completed it.  We will be redeemed.  We 
will know a new life.  Resurrection morning, we’ll see what God’s been up to all along. 
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 

Waving Palm Branches 
 

On Palm Sunday Christians celebrate 
the Triumphal Entry of Jesus Christ 
into Jerusalem, the week before his 
death and resurrection.  The Bible 
reveals that when Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, the crowds greeted him 
with waving palm branches, and by 
covering his path with palm branches. 
 

As we continue our Lenten journey leading up to 
Palm Sunday we would like to encourage you to have 
your children and grandchildren participate in this 
special worship service. 
 

Please bring your children to Sunday School at 9:15 
a.m. on March 20th to learn about Palm Sunday and 
to have a practice run of carrying the palms during 
the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 

http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestudyresources/a/jesusfinalhours.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblestorysummaries/p/theresurrection.htm


Treasurer’s Report 
for the seven months ending Jan 31, 2016 

 

Operating Fund income YTD was $1,600 above budget 
and expenses YTD were $4,300 below budget.  

Capital & Facilities Fund income YTD was $1,700 above 
budget and expenses YTD were $1,800 above budget. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is up $5,700 from the 
beginning of our fiscal year. 
 

Detailed financial statements are available for any 
member to review.  Please contact the Treasurer, 
John Carver, or Bill Grayson if you would like to see 
more information. 

We are now a few weeks into the season of Lent.  
I hope you have been taking an opportunity to follow 
up on my suggestion for a Lenten discipline last month.  
Have you been taking time to explore “Growing in 
Grace and Gratitude?”  You can find the materials on 
the bulletin board across from the parlor.  It’s not too 
late to take a look.  You have several more weeks until 
the end of Lent. 
 

Then the Easter season will be upon us.  I reminded 
you last year that Easter is not just one day but an 
entire season in the church year.  It’s the 50 day 
season that begins on Easter Sunday and continues 
until Pentecost. 
 

Here is some of what I shared with you last year as I 
pondered the Easter season: 
 

I got to wondering about the “Holy Week” lines from 
our Brief Statement of Faith.  I looked them up and 
here they are: 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, 
suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal. 
 

I also got to wondering about the lines that describe 
how we are to respond to all of God’s mighty acts.  
Here are those lines: 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God's new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

So how will you celebrate the Easter season in 2016?  
What ways will you find to express gratitude to God?  
How might you be holy and joyful?  What opportunities 
do you think might appear for you to serve Christ in 
your daily lives?  I wonder if you will find an activity 
that could make the fifty days more meaningful to you 
and those people you encounter. 
 

Randall McGee, Director of Christian Education 
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Jesus said, “Feed my sheep” 
 

St. Mark donates sandwiches, fruit, snack 
cakes and cookies to Austin Street Center 
on the 5th Sunday of the month.  In 
January, the Fellowship Committee was 
able to prepare over 15 dozen sandwiches using the 
extra meat from the Christmas Program Reception.  
 

Thanks to everyone for your continued support to this 
ministry.  The next Sandwich Sunday is May 29th. 

Souper Bowl of Caring Results 
 

Thanks to the generosity of the St. Mark members 
the  White Rock Center of Hope received $433 in 
cash donations and 131 food and pantry items.  Thanks 
to all who contributed.  

Do You Want to Fast this Lent? 
 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
Fast from worries and trust in God. 
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 
Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 
 

Author Unknown 
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White Rock Center of Hope 
Sunday, March 13th 

 

Bring your donations and place 
them in the baskets in the hallway. 

 

Other Needs 
 

Small & Medium toothpastes, bath soap 

Clothing Needs 
 

Large size clothing and children’s clothes 

Newsletter Staff: 
 

Kat Hutchings . . . . . . . . . office@saintmarkchurch.org 
Cecilia Grayson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Articles and information for the newsletter  
can be mailed to these addresses. 

God Bless You On Your Birthday 
March 5 
 Jacie Minick 
March 8  
 Jacob Curry 
 Shea Curry 
March 10 
 Kat Hutchings 

March 16 
 Phyllis Speck 
March 19 
 Pauline Millender 
March 25 
 Sabrina King 
March 31 
 Bunty Taylor 

 

Newsletter Deadline is March 15th 

The Holy Spirit in Hindsight 
 

Have you ever thought about something that happened 
in the past and realized that God was at work at that 
moment?  Jeff Taylor spoke to us about this very 
subject.  He told us how his brother-in-law was about 
to get onto a freight elevator and suddenly stopped.  
When he looked down he saw that the elevator was 
open and if he had continued walking he would have 
fallen down the shaft.  That is God looking out. 
 

I bet you have a story like that.  The Membership & 
Evangelism committee is requesting your stories of 
God at work in your life to be shared in our 
newsletter. 
 

Please email, mail, or hand-deliver your story to the 
church office.  We would love to know how God has 
worked with you and through you. 

A Moment for Mission 
 

The members and visitors who grace our 
pews on Sunday here at St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church are loving and 
caring people, and generous stewards 
with what they have.  In the past few 
weeks you have given $590 for the 
Garland/Rowlett Tornado Relief effort, 

and over $400 and a lot of food was provided to White 
Rock Center of Hope on Souper Bowl Sunday, February 
7th. 
 

A whole lot of socks were provided White Rock Center 
of Hope and Austin Street Center, and much needed 
financial aid was sent to Presbyterian World Mission 
for Dr. Barbara Nagy who is doing the Lord’s work in 
Nkoma Hospital in Malawi, Africa. 
 

Lastly, the Presbyterian Communities and Services 
Foundation  (Presbyterian villages and hospice care) 
President and CEO Godwin Dixon penned: “Amazed.  
Inspired.  Grateful.  That’s how your generosity makes 
me feel” in thanksgiving for our support. 
 

Dick Waters, Mission & Outreach Committee Chair 

Rev. Frank Diaz to Preach on March 6th 
 

Frank Diaz is a retired Presbyterian 
minister whose career spans 40 
years, serving pastorates in Texas 
and 10 years at PC(USA) 
headquarters in Louisville Kentucky, 
retiring as Executive Director of the 
General Assembly Council.  

During his ministry he served as president of the 
Synod of the Sun Foundation, Associate Executive 
for the Synod of the Sun, and Missions Director at 
First Presbyterian Church Dallas.  Frank was 
instrumental in being co-founder of the early 
childhood development of what is now Mi Escuelita, 
a pre-school that teaches English to children from 
all cultures and prepares them for academic success 
in five locations in Dallas.  
 

Frank is a native of Dallas and graduated from 
Austin Presbyterian Seminary with a Master of 
Divinity degree.  He received an Associate of 
Science degree in Electronics Engineering from 
Texas Institute of Technology.  Austin Seminary 
awarded Frank the Distinguish Service to the 
Church Award; and the state of Kentucky 
commissioned him A Kentucky Colonel for service to 
the community.  For eight years he served his home 
church, El Divino Salvador Presbyterian Church, as 
its interim pastor, and continues to serve Grace 
Presbytery on the board of Trustees. 
 

Frank now lives in Lewisville, and the love of his life, 
Shirley, passed away in 2011.  He is retired from 
active ministry, but continues to preach on occasion.  
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 Inquirer’s Class 
Wednesday, March 9th  - 6:30 p.m. 

  

If you have been worshipping with us at St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church for a while and want a better 
understanding of what we’re all about, you may have 
some questions.  

Who are the Presbyterians? 
What do they believe? 
What do they do? 
What is their history? 
What has their influence been? 

 

Bring your questions about being Presbyterian to 
Pastor Rick’s Inquirer’s Class.  The class will meet in 
the Session Room in Princeton Hall. 

Church Library 
 

Several people have asked about the 
library.  It is located in the last 
classroom on the right in Princeton Hall 
(patio area).  An index of the books is 

provided in the white notebook on the shelf and books 
are arranged according to the Dewey Decimal system.  
Please see Kat if you need a key to the room.  Books 
are borrowed on the honor system and should be 
returned in a timely manner. 
 

Contact Bar Tuinstra, Librarian, if you have questions. 


