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There's probably no word that terrifies Presbyterians today more than 
"evangelism."  Interestingly enough, that word wasn't used much within the 
Christian Faith until the early Twentieth Century. Prior to that, verbally 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with others was simply intrinsic to 
Christian conduct.  Today, evangelism has been hijacked. It can be applied to 
business, politics, sports, or anything else where people work up enthusiasm 
for an idea they want others to buy into, Christian or not.  Ligon Duncan, a 
PCA pastor in Jackson, Mississippi, discovered a definition of evangelism 
from a former Archbishop of Canterbury, William Temple, that really gets to 
the core meaning: 
 

"Evangelism is to present Christ Jesus in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, that people may come to put their trust in 
God through Him; to accept Him as their Savior and serve 
Him as their King in the fellowship of the church." 

 

That's a mouthful but I really like this shorthand version from Daniel 
Thambyrajah Niles:  
 

"Evangelism is one beggar telling another beggar where to find food."  
 

Evangelism isn't an option for Christians in a world starving for the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  Evangelism is a direct commission from Jesus to His 
followers in Matthew 29:18-20.  The church has received marching orders 
from Him that are still in full force and effect.  Unfortunately, many 
Christians believe evangelism is knocking on stranger's doors with tracts and 
Bible in hand, asking questions like:  "If you died tonight, would you go to 
heaven?"  So let me make a confession.  I have never done that nor do I 
intend to. Furthermore, I'm not about to ask you to do something I either 
haven't done or won't do. I have gone door to door passing out gifts, inviting 
strangers to worship with the church.  Let me be clear about what 
evangelism isn't. It is not about adding people to church rolls because 
without their membership, the church will die.   
 

 That's survivalist thinking of the worst order.  Survivalist mentality demeans Christ's commission to the 
church and devalues those who are not Christian.  Instead, I'm proposing something that is not often 
considered as the chief reason Christians do not verbally practice evangelism: we don't love the lost. If we 
truly loved them, we would share the greatest story ever told.  So it is my prayer not only for myself but also 
for St. Mark Presbyterian Church that God will break our hearts over our neighbors who don't know Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord.  Let's share the bread of heaven with the hungry. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Rick 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 
 

June 5 - “Looking in the Face of Failure”  
Genesis 15:17-22; Exodus 2:11-15    
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

June 12 - “Not A Chance” 
Numbers 33:1-4; Exodus 10:27-29 
 

June 19 - “Passover Grace”  
Deuteronomy 7:6-11; Exodus 12:7-13 
 

June 26 - “Born Anew” 
Psalm 16:1-11; John 3:1-17    
Rev, Frank Diaz   

Inquirer’s Class 
Wednesday, June 8th at 6:30 (Parlor) 

 

If you have been worshipping with us at St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church for a while and want a better 
understanding of what we’re all about, you may 
have some questions. 
 

Who are Presbyterians?  
What do they believe? 
What do they do?  
What is their history? 
What has their influence been? 

 

Bring your questions about being Presbyterian to 
Pastor Rick’s Inquirer’s Class. 
 

 
Where did you meet God today? 
 

Those of you who have been reading my column for a while know that 
every so often I come back to this question. Every year or so I adapt one 
of my first columns. It’s time to ponder the question once again. 
 

Years ago I ran across the question in this passage from Dorothy Bass’s 
“Receiving the Day: Christian Practices for Opening the Gift of Time”: 

“How was your day?” 
The question, asked by someone who cares, is a kind one. Often, though, it throws me. The day has 
passed in a whirl, and I have to grope for an answer. “Not bad,” I reply vaguely. How was my day? 
Most days I forget to notice. 
A mother I know has a different way of asking the same question. As she tucks her children into 
bed each night ... she asks them a question: “Where did you meet God today?” And they tell her, 
one by one: a teacher helped me, there was a homeless person in the park, I saw a tree with lots of 
flowers in it. She tells them where she met God, too. Before the children drop off to sleep, the stuff 
of this day has become the substance of their prayer. 

Where did you meet God today?  
It doesn’t have to be a question just for children. What might happen if we took up a daily practice of asking 
ourselves that question? It’s not an incredibly complicated practice.  No special resources are required. And it 
just might be meaningful as we think about all the interesting places where we met God.  Here’s something 
else Bass wrote: 

Where did you meet God today? The length of a day– a turn from darkness to light and back again– 
fits our human capacity for taking stock, our ability to be in the present but also to take a larger 
more reflective view of things. And so activities have arisen that teach us to set aside some time to 
notice each day, embracing it as one in which God is present. In these activities we receive the day 
as a gift. 

Where did you meet God today?  I need to remind myself to ask and answer this question on a regular basis. 
Why don’t you give it a try as well? And if you have ever taken up this practice I’d really like to hear about it. 
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White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, June 12th  
  

Bring your donations and place them in 
in the baskets in the hallway. 

 

Needs 
Canned meat, mac and cheese 

Deodorant and feminine hygiene products 
Toothpaste and bar soap. 

 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 

 
Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Saltine Crackers 
Granola Bars 
Breakfast Bars 
Wrapped Plastic Utensils 
 

 
 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

June 1  June 16  
 Harriett Anderson  Earlyne Chesser 
June 3  June 17 
 Jacob Price  Natasha Waldrop 
 Margaret Sivess June 24 
June 4   Richard Robinson 
 Danny Robinson  Ruth McGowan 
June 7  June 28 
 Stephen Duncan  Gabe Cantu 
June 9   Dee Robinson 
 Eric Arthur   
     
  
 
 

 

From the Church Office 
 

We will soon be working on an 
updated church directory.  Please 
notify the church office of any 
address or telephone number 
updates. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
For the Nine Months Ending April 30, 2016 

Operating Fund 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Operating Fund income YTD was $4,300 below 
budget and expenses YTD were $300 below 
budget. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income YTD was $200 
below budget and expenses YTD were $1,000 
above budget. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is down $9,400 from 
the beginning of our fiscal year, following extensive 
upgrades and maintenance to our HVAC systems. 
Detailed financial statements are available for any 
member to review. Please contact the Treasurer, 
John Carver, or Bill Grayson if you would like to see 
more information. 
 

Sympathy 
 
To Willetta Jones and family in the death of her 
nephew, Jeffrey Zewalk. 
 

To Diane Thornton, Becky Page and their family in 
the death of their mother, Jeanette Sanders.  
Jeanette, a long time member of St. Mark, passed 
away on April 17, 2016.  Services were held at St. 
Mark on May 14, 2016. 
 

To Lorraine Stephen and her family, Jill Barney and 
Sandy Stephen in the death of Lorraine’s ex-
husband, Brett Stephen.  A 
celebration of his life was 
held at Distinctive Life 
Funeral Home in Plano on 
Saturday, May 28th   
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Welcome New Members 
 

We are so happy to welcome the following new 
members who joined the fellowship of St. Mark on 
Sunday, May 22, 2016.   
 

Bill and Karen Oney 
 
George and Cathy Schingle 
 
Mercy Shea 
 
 

We are grateful to God for each one of our new 
members, that they have found their way here, and 
have decided to make a commitment to this faith 
community. 
 
Call the church office for contact information. 
 

 
Congratulations 

 

Congratulations to Rose Marie Stone on 
receiving a Master of Human Relations 

from University of Oklahoma on  
May 14, 2016.   

 
 

 

New Babies 
 

Congratulations to Susan and Matt Heye on the 
April 23rd birthday of Owen Lee.  Owen weighed 9 
lbs. 9 oz. and was 22 inches tall.  Proud 
grandmother is Linda Marshall. 
 
Congratulations to Marie 
Schornick and Kristopher 
Youmans on the May 7th birth of 
their son, Orson Ray Youmans.  
Precious baby boy weighed 7 lb. 3 oz. and is the 
blessed grandson of Linda Youmans. 
 

Thank You! 
 
All of your prayers, cards, phone 
calls, food and words of 
encouragement were greatly 
appreciated following my 
surgery. 
Gary and I are blessed to be part of the St. Mark 
family.  Thank you!   
 
Ann O'Neal 
 

 

Thanks to Dick Waters for 
heading up the Spring Fling and 
to all those committees who 
helped to make it a success!  
We enjoyed the music, snacks, 
lawn games, quilt raffle, dog 
blessings, and the opportunity 
to enjoy the beautiful day 
together! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Upcoming Events 
 

June 
Father’s Day (June 19th) 

 
 
 
 

July 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

 
Blood Drive (July 31st) 

 

August 
Pool Party 
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Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace Vacation Bible School 
June 27-30 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

 

Experience the Thrill of Visiting Ancient Egypt! 
 

Join Joseph as he swats away scorpions in a dark prison cell...stroll through the golden 
splendor of Pharaoh's palace... experience exotic sights and smells in an Egyptian bazaar...be 
carried away by music wafting through enticing desert air.  Four days of fun—and lasting Bible 
learning! 
Kids and adults experience what daily life was like in Egypt!  Families (small groups) join Joseph 
each day— and learn how God used Joseph to save a nation! 
A typical day at Egypt Vacation Bible School, kids are transported to ancient Egypt where 
they'll meet Bible-times heroes, visit the Egyptian marketplace and spend time exploring 
firsthand the unique culture of Joseph's world.  Meet Joseph and visit him as he goes from 
prison to palace.  Cool craft projects in the marketplace include the barbershop and salon, the 
jewelry shop, the tailor shop, the hieroglyphic artist’s shop, and the Operation Kid-to-kid shop. 
One of the best parts about Holy Land Adventure Egypt VBS are fun faith-filled songs your kids 
will want to sing again and again! 
Participants will sample unique treats and play high-energy games that reinforce the daily 
Bible Point. 
Please call the church office or email Marilyn Jackson to preregister. 
 
 
 
 

  
 


