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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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reminders 
 

June 1 -Volunteers to the 
Bridge 
June 6 – Financial Peace 
University 
June 10 – Pantry Cleaning 
June 18 – Father’s Day 
June 19 – 22 
Vacation Bible School 
June 26 
Session Meeting  
Welcome New Elders 

 

One of the most popular contemporary Christian songs is, "The Heart of 
Worship" by Matt Redman.  This song was birthed during a time of 
spiritual apathy, written within Matt's home church in England.  Many 
believed that too much emphasis was being placed on the 
"entertainment" value of the worship service itself with the meaning of 
why people were worshipping being lost in the process.  Matt's pastor 
asked this question, "When you come through the doors on a Sunday, 
what are you bringing as your offering to God?"  With that question as a 
place to bring about worship renewal, the sound system and rockin’ 
praise band were removed from Sunday services for a season.  
Worshippers began to sing hymns without the benefit of instrumental 
accompaniment (Acapella) and prayers were more heartfelt.  Jesus 
became the center of devotion, not human beings on stage. Empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, God was encountered in a fresh way.  The chorus of 
Redman's song even included repentance. Can you find it?   
 

I'm coming back to the heart of worship, 
And it's all about You, it's all about You, Jesus. 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it. 
And it's all about You. It's all about You, Jesus. 

 
God will never be glorified when worship veers off into being man 
centered instead of Christ centered.  The Body of Christ suffers terribly 
when our attention is drawn away from the real reason we gather and 
realize that it's not about us.  A.B. Simpson, a preacher from another 
generation, came to the same conclusion in "Himself":   
 

Once it was the blessing, Now it is the Lord; 
Once it was the feeling, Now it is His Word. 
Once His gifts I wanted, Now the Giver own; 
Once I sought for healing, Now Himself alone. 

 
What we bring to offer God on Sunday is immensely important.  Please 
pray with me that St. Mark Presbyterian Church always truly enters 
worship to encounter the living God we love.  It's not about us. Really.                                    
 
Blessings, Pastor Rick 
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Treasurer's Report 
Ten Months Ending April 30, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Fund income YTD was $4,200 below 
budget and $2,400 below prior year. Expenses YTD 
were $5,800 below budget and $3,900 below prior 
year. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income YTD was $25,600 
above budget (due to Princeton roof special gifts 
and transfers), and expenses were $28,000 above 
budget (again due to Princeton roof project). 
Our Combined Fund Balance is  down $17,500 from 
the prior month, and down $11,900 YTD (again due 
to Princeton roof project). 

 
 

Directory Updates 
 
Neil and Noylene Howard 
Dallas, TX  75252 
 

Mary Scallorn 
 Little Rock, AR  72205 
 
Bar Tuinstra – new home phone number 

 

Call the church office for more details. 

 
 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 

 
Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Saltine Crackers, Granola Bars 
Breakfast Bars, Soups (pop top cans) 
Water 

White Rock Center of Hope  

Sunday, June 11th  
  

Canned Meat, Canned Fruit,  
and Macaroni and Cheese 

 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, April 17, 2017 

• Lisa Kroencke and 3 other Magdelan House 
board members spoke to the session about 
why they would like to purchase the back 
parking lot we have for sale.   

• The session calls the congregation to meet 
on Sunday, May 7, 2017 following worship 
for the purposes of:   
1. Electing four elders and one trustee for 

the Class of 2020. 
2. Approving the sale of the west parking 

lot.  The session unanimously 
recommends approval of the sale by the 
congregation. 

• Joanne Szalay and Teri Brooks elected as 
commissioners to the Stated Presbytery 
Meeting, Preston Hollow Presbyterian 
Church, Thursday May 25.   

 
Called Meeting of the Congregation, May 7, 2017 

• Opening prayer by Rev. Rick Brooks. 

• Motion passed to elect Ed Blair, Bill 
Grayson, Charles Miller, and Becky Page as 
Elders for the Class of 2020. 

• Motion passed to elect Alan Aulenbach as 
Trustee for the Class of 2020. 

• Motion passed to authorize Trustees to act 
on behalf of the congregation to sell the 
west parking lot. 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read 
on the Session bulletin board. 

Bulletin Board 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

June 4 – “The Spirit” 

Psalm 104:24-34; Acts 2:1-21 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Guest Preacher –  
Rev. Dr. Randall McGee 
 

June 11 – “Package Deal”    
Psalm 95:3-5; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13  
 

June 18 – “The Path of Servanthood”  
Isaiah 44:1-5; 1 Corinthians 9:1-18  
 

June 25 – “Goodbye, Fake ID”  
Colossians 1:24-29;1 Corinthians 9:19-27    
 
 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

June 1  June 16 
 Harriett Anderson  Earlyne Chesser 
June 3  June 17 
 Jacob Price  Natasha Waldrop 
 Margaret Sivess June 24 
June 4   Richard Robinson 
 Danny Robinson June 25 
June 7   Leon Johnson 
 Stephen Duncan  Ruth McGowan 
June 9  June 28 
 Eric Arthur  Gabe Cantu 
    Dee Robinson 
 

 

Free Lunches 
 

Kids ages 1 to 18 can come to the White Rock Hills 
Branch Library from 12 pm to 1 pm to get a free, 
healthy lunch provided every weekday by Equal 
Heart and USDA, and served by Americorps 
volunteers.  
 

Location    Day & Time 
9150 Ferguson Road  Monday - Friday 
Dallas, TX 75228   12 – 1 pm 
 

This program is FREE and open to children ages 1 - 
18 and their parents. No registration is required. 

Our Mission 
“To Know Jesus and Make Him Known” 

Will You? 
 

Have you read lately St. Mark’s mission statement, 
the one printed on St. Mark’s “business card?”  Do 
you agree that this is the core business of our 
church?  We hope so. 
 
Using our mission as the theme, the Session and 
other identified groups and individuals have 
started to plan for a church-wide revival that will 
be held October 6 – 7 this fall.  Please mark your 
calendars and be open to both a personal and 
connectional renewal experience through this 
event. 

 
The Rev. Freddie Orr, senior 
pastor of Owenwood United 
Methodist Church, has been 
invited to be a spiritual 
leader for our revival.  His 
spiritual path has involved 
lifelong church membership 
(24 years of it at St. Stephen 
UMC), lay leadership, and 

much community involvement through such 
programs as Habitat for Humanity.  He felt his call 
to fulltime ministry in 2008.  Freddie currently is 
participating in the Course of Study School (COSS) 
program offered by the North Texas Conference as 
an extension of the Perkins School of Theology 
Course of Study at SMU. 
 
Other exciting plans are being formulated for 
worship and music.  Stay tuned for more 
information about what promises to be a dynamic, 
spirit-filled time at St. Mark. 
 
 “Revive us, and we will call on your name.  Restore 
us, O Lord God Almighty; make your face shine 
upon us, that we may be saved.” 
 

Psalm 80:18 
 

Upcoming Events 
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Last month I shared with you about the adventures in 
our house as we replaced our broken washing 
machine.  That meant we had to learn about the new 
world of high efficiency washing machines.  Things 
had changed a lot since we bought our old machine. I 
ended the article by tossing out a couple of questions 
to you: 
 

What do you think about what these major 
changes in washing machine design might have 
to do with being a Presbyterian congregation in 
2017?  
What do they say about the culture in which we 
live?  

 
 

We live in a world where the chief purpose of a 
washing machine is still the same.  Get dirt out of 
fabric.  And the basic tools of water, detergent, and 
motion are still used to get that dirt out.  But we have 
some additional challenges in 2017.  We want or 
need to use less energy, water, and detergent to get 
our clothes cleaner than we did a generation ago.  
Achieving all of those goals has meant that washing 
machines, detergents, and the guidelines for using 
them have been radically redesigned. 
 

Now what about the church?  St. Mark like all 
Presbyterian congregations has a mission.  Here at St. 
Mark we talk about our mission in terms of knowing 
and loving Jesus.  And we talk about seeking to make 
Jesus and his love known to the world around us. 
 

There once was a time when you could put a 
Presbyterian church in an old cotton field on the edge 
of town.  And the folks who were moving into new 
houses built nearby on other old cotton fields would 
come and visit because most folks did in those days.  
They would move into a new house and then look for 
a church.  Some of them found a home in a 
Presbyterian congregation.  Others joined different 
congregations.  There were lots of people so many 
congregations thrived.  It was relatively easy to help 
people know and love Jesus. 

Our culture has changed in recent decades. It is no 
longer “required” to be at least nominally involved in 
a church or at least take your children there. It is now 
culturally acceptable for a family to have other 
options on a Sunday.  And they don’t have to hide 
that fact.  On top of that our neighborhoods seem to 
be in constant transition.  But our mission in this 
changing culture is still the same.  We want to help 
people to know and love Jesus.  And people still need 
to know and love Jesus.  Just like the washing 
machine’s mission has not changed even as the 
technology has.  But folks don’t wander into the new 
church in the old cotton field like they used to do.  
That means every congregation has to figure out how 
they are going to make Jesus and his love known in 
2017 and beyond.  We’ll be using the same basic 
“tools” of worship, education, and being a caring 
community.  But we have to figure out how to use 
them to connect with the people God has placed in 
our midst. 
 

I suspect if we keep at it we’ll continue to help people 
encounter Jesus and his love.  We’ll probably make a 
few mistakes along the way. Some of them may even 
be spectacular.  But we may even find some new 
ways. Or adapt some old ways.  Who knows what 
God may be up to in our part of the world and how 
we may be used.  What do you think? 
 

 

Financial Peace  
 

Financial Peace University is a money- 
management course taught by financial expert 
Dave Ramsey. 
 

• Approximately 76% of Americans live 
paycheck to paycheck, regardless of their 
income. “Broke” has become the new normal 
in our nation, but this doesn’t have to be true 
for you.  

 

• Taking control of your money starts with a 
plan, and Financial Peace University is that 
plan! 

 

Learn God’s ways of handling money with Dave 
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. 
 

Tuesday, June 6, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rome:  Paul and the Underground Church  

June 19-22 from 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
 

Experience the Thrill of Visiting Ancient Rome! 
Join Paul in his cell each day...experience exotic sights and smells in a Roman marketplace...be 
carried away by music wafting through the air.  Four days of fun—and lasting Bible learning! 
Kids and adults experience what daily life was like in Rome!  Explore a crowded Roman 
marketplace, tiptoe past watchful Roman guards, encourage first-century Christians who meet 
in a dark cave, race chariots and visit Paul for daily discoveries about God’s love. 
A typical day at Rome Vacation Bible School, kids are transported to ancient Rome where 
they'll meet Bible-times heroes, visit the Roman marketplace and spend time exploring 
firsthand the unique culture of Paul's world.  Cool craft projects in the marketplace include the 
leatherworking shop, the carpentry shop, the metalworking shop, and the toga shop. 
One of the best parts about Holy Land Adventure Rome VBS are fun faith-filled songs your kids 
will want to sing again and again! 
Participants will sample unique treats and play high-energy games that reinforce the daily 
Bible Point.   
Please call the church office to preregister. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


