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In Stephen King's book-turned-movie "The Shawshank Redemption", Andy 
Dufresne says to his closest prison friend, Ellis Boyd "Red" Redding, "Get busy 
living or get busy dying."  That advice could be applied to the church in the 
twenty-first century.  American Christians currently stand at the crossroads of 
culture.  Which direction we choose will determine our destiny; death or life. I 
believe that if we continue to emulate our surrounding society we will become 
virtually indistinguishable from it.  As it is sometimes stated: the world in the 
church instead of the church in the world.  On the other hand, if we turn to 
God, the church will not only survive but thrive.  
 

2 Chronicles 7:14 "If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land." NIV  
 

This process of moving from death to life involves taking certain steps. 
 

1. We become humble, admitting we can't save ourselves. 
2. Pray, asking God for forgiveness. 
3. Desire only God unconditionally. 
4. Repent without reservation, confident in God's mercy. 
 

This total surrender is the only direction available to "get busy living."  So as 
we enter July with the celebration of our Independence Day on the Fourth, let 
us not forget that the church is actually dependent on our Heavenly Father for 
our healing.  And the best part is that we have God's Word on it.                                      
Blessings, Pastor Rick 

 

You’re Invited 
75th Wedding Anniversary Reception 

Frank and Shirley Roberson 
  

Saturday, July 9th, 2:00 - 4:00 pm at St. Mark Family Center 
 

 
 

Longstanding members Frank and Shirley soon celebrate 
their 75th wedding anniversary.  They and their daughters 
Debbie Dollinger and Karen Lacey invite you to join them at 
eception to mark the occasion. You'll enjoy music from 
1941, plus hear some fun flashbacks of the Robersons' 
memories.  No need to RSVP - just come and add to the 
festivities!   
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 
 

July 3 – “Clouds of Fire” 
John 16:8-13, Exodus 13:21-22 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

July 10 – “Trading Places” 
Exodus 32:21-24, Exodus 32:30-32 
 

July 17 – “God Calls the Chosen” 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29, 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Annual Stated Congregational Meeting 
 

July 24 – “Consequences Meets Mercy” 
Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Samuel 12:1-10 
 

July 31 – “Warts and All” 
Psalm 100:1-5, 2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Sandwich Sunday 

Mission Trip to Guatemala 
 

Nikki Guinnée will be traveling with the East Dallas 
Cluster of Presbyterian Churches to Guatemala in 
July.  The Cluster is 
partnered with del Norte 
Presbytery in Guatemala.  
We work with del Norte to 
help fund educational and 
nutritional programs in 
their presbytery.  Nikki will 
be commissioned to serve as a translator and 
representative of St. Mark and the Cluster during 
the worship service on July 17th.   

 

 

I am going to offer a bite of Randall’s rambling but hopefully somehow 
connected thoughts this month.  After the shootings in Orlando last month I 
was reminded of these words by the late Fred Rogers (Mr. Rogers to 
generations of children and a Presbyterian minister): 

 

"When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You 
will always find people who are helping.’  To this day, especially in times of ‘disaster,’ I remember my mother's 
words and I am always comforted by realizing that there are still so many helpers – so many caring people in this 
world." 
 

I know I have mentioned Mr. Rogers’ statement before.  I almost always see it repeated after every tragedy or 
disaster.  That’s a good thing.  His words are worth repeating. That’s why I do it.  As I was thinking about helpers I 
recalled the time in the Gospel of Mark when a scribe asks Jesus which commandment is first of all.  Jesus replied: 
 

The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 
 

Being a helper is one of the many ways of loving our neighbors.  It’s part of what we a called to do as Christians 
living in this world with its very complex mixture of good and evil.  Of course, as I was thinking about being a 
neighbor and a helper and loving God I began to think about another bit of scripture.  It’s the beloved 23rd Psalm 
and reminds us that we are not alone: 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
 

Finally, my rambling mind thought of the opening sentence of the Brief Statement of Faith:  In life and death, we 
belong to God.  I find good news and comfort in all of these words.  How about you? 
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White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, July 10th  
  

Bring your donations and place them in 
in the baskets in the hallway. 

 

Needs 
Canned meat, mac and cheese 

Deodorant and feminine hygiene products 
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

July 5 July 14 
 Suzanne Presley  Alaina Higgins 
July 8 July 15 
 Ella Arthur  Willetta Jones 
July 12 July 18 
 Lacey Stephen Zuretti  Linda Youmans 
  July 19 
   Alisson Curry 
  July 31 
   Trevor Crawley  
     
  

 

Sympathy 
 

To the family of Jan Pinnell.  Jan passed away on 
Friday, June 17, 2016.  Services 
were held at St. Mark on 
Saturday, June 24, 2016 
 

To Stephany Brown and family in the death of her 
mother, Ingrid Ogle.  A memorial service was held 
on Monday, June 27th, 2:00 p.m. at Laurel Land. 
 

To Kellie Price and family in the death of her 
grandfather, Philip Loukanis. 
   

Blood Drive July 31 
 

Sue Duncan has announced the next 
Blood Drive for St. Mark and the 
neighborhood.  It will be the morning of 

July 31, the fifth Sunday of the month.  Times will 
be announced a bit later. 
 

If St. Mark has 15 qualified donors each will have 
their name submitted for the possibility of being 
selected for a $25 gift card from Walmart. 
 

There is no more important gift one can give that a 
pint of blood. The lives that can be touched, saved, 
are countless.  Mark your calendars now!  Thank 
you. 
 

 

New Members 
 

Welcome to our new members, Bill & Karen Oney, 
George & Cathy Schingle, and Mercy Shea. 
 

Bill and Karen Oney have been frequent visitors for 
a while.  Bill is the son of Mary Evelyn Oney.  They 
have two daughters.  Their two grandsons often 
join them for Sunday school and church. 
 

George and Cathy Schingle live in Rowlett.  Cathy is 
the daughter of Wilburn and Nell Thomason.  They 
have two sons and a daughter.  George loves doing 
yard work and has already been working hard to 
freshen our grounds. 
 

Mercy Shea has worshiped with us for a couple of 
years.  She performed the cello during one of our 
services.  She has also assisted with the children’s 
time and will continue to help.  Mercy was married 
to Ryan Shea on March 6, 2016 at St. Mark.  
 

 

Directory Update 
 

Bill and Karen Oney  
George and Cathy Schingle 
Mercy Shea 
 

Please call the church office for contact 
information.

Thank You! 
 

Dear St. Mark Family 
 

Thank you so much for the cards, prayers and kind 
words to console our hearts after Mom’s 
passing.  Thank you also to those who came to 
celebrate her life with us and to those who could not 
be there, but kept us in your thoughts.  Mom dearly 
loved her St. Mark Family – and so do we. 
Becky and Diane and the Family of Jeanette Sanders. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
For the Eleven Months 
 Ending May 31, 2016 

Operating Fund 

 
Operating Fund income YTD was $2,900 below 
budget and expenses YTD were $2,300 below 
budget. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income YTD was $200 
below budget and expenses YTD were on budget. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is down $7,400 from 
the beginning of our fiscal year, following extensive 
upgrades and maintenance to our HVAC systems. 
Detailed financial statements are available for any 
member to review. Please contact the Treasurer, 
John Carver, or Bill Grayson if you would like to see 
more information. 

 

 

New Elders and Trustee to Be Installed 
 

The newly elected elders, Teri Brooks, Leigh Taylor, 
Jeff Taylor, and Jerri Shevlin, will 
be installed on July 17th.  Jerri 
Shevlin will also be ordained.  Teri 
and Leigh will continue to a 
second term, Jeff is an ordained 

elder and will be installed to active duty.  Family 
and friends are welcome to attend the 
Ordination/Installation on Sunday, July 17th.

Beginning this month the approved session 
minutes will be posted on the bulletin board and 
highlights of that meeting will be included in the 
newsletter. 

Session Highlights 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, May 16 

 Devotional and prayer by Bill Grayson. 

 Motion passed to ask El Divino Salvador to 
participate with St. Mark’s Vacation Bible 
School. 

 Motion passed to authorize the Trustees to 
enter into a listing agreement with a broker 
to sell the Back Parking Lot property. 

 Motion passed that Rev Rick Brooks be 
granted Continuing Education study leave 
from June 20–26, 2016. 

 St. Mark lost member Jeannette Sanders, 
who passed away April 27. 

Called Meeting of the Session, May 22 

 Bill & Karen Oney, George & Cathy Schingle, 
and Mercy Shea were welcomed into the 
full faith and fellowship of St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation will be held July 
17th immediately after the 
worship service.  During that 
meeting we will approve 

Reverend Brooks’ Terms of Call, elect 3 members  
of the congregation to serve on the Nominating 
Committee to call Elders for the Class of 2020, and 
receive Annual Reports from each committee.  
Please plan to attend this important meeting. 
 

 

Sandwich Sunday - July 31st  
 
 
 

Sign-up sheets are on the glass table  
in the hallway.  

NEWSLETTER STAFF:  
Kat Hutchings – office@saintmarkchurch.org and 
Cecilia Grayson – ceciliag51@gmail.com 
Articles and information for the newsletter can 
be emailed to these addresses.  Deadline is July 
15th. 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
mailto:ceciliag51@gmail.com
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A New Mission for St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Mission & Outreach Committee was contacted this spring by the Wilkinson Center and invited to visit the 
Center, located at 3402 N Buckner Blvd, #302, Dallas 75228 (about 2 miles from St. Mark).  Several members 
of the Committee, along with Pastor Brooks, accepted the invitation.  
 

Reverend Clayton Lewis, then pastor of Munger Place United Methodist Church, initiated the East Dallas 
Cooperative Parish in 1982, formed to provide East Dallas churches with resources to become outposts of 
service for their neighborhoods in need.  This led, in 1985, to the formation of what is now Wilkinson Center, 
an agency that combines food and emergency assistance to families with multi-generational educational 
opportunities that can change lives.  Wilkinson provides assistance to those in need, much like the White Rock 
Center of Hope but also offers several adult education programs. 
 

Wilkinson has now reached out to the M & O Committee to see how best to engage our congregation during 
the summer and/or early fall.  Volunteer activities always include the Center’s day to day opportunities along 
with major events such as their shoe drive, back to school back packs, and Christmas toy distribution.  
 

If you are interested in knowing more about the Wilkinson Center and how you can interact with the Center 
please contact a member of the M & O Committee or Bob Munro, Outreach Coordinator, at 
rmunro@sbcglobal.net, or by dialing (214) 821-6380.  The Center’s website is www.wilkinsoncenter.org. 
 

 

HAVE A SAFE 4th OF JULY WEEKEND! 
 
 
 

 

mailto:rmunro@sbcglobal.net
http://www.wilkinsoncenter.org/

