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reminders 
 

July 6 -Volunteers to the 
Bridge 
July 11, 18, and 23 – 
Financial Peace University 
July 16 – Annual 
Congregational Meeting 
July 23 – New Officer 
Installation 
July 23 – Blood Drive 
July 30 – Sandwich Sunday 
 

 

 

In Stephen King's book-turned-movie "The Shawshank 
Redemption", Andy Dufresne says to his closest prison friend, Ellis 
Boyd "Red" Redding, "Get busy living or get busy dying."  That 
advice could be applied to the church in the twenty-first century.  
American Christians currently stand at the crossroads of culture. 
Which direction we choose will determine our destiny; death or 
life.  I believe that if we continue to emulate our surrounding 
society we will become virtually indistinguishable from it.  As it is 
sometimes stated: the world in the church instead of the church 
in the world.  On the other hand, if we turn to God, the church 
will not only survive but thrive.       
 
2 Chronicles 7:14 "If my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land." NIV  
 

 The process of moving from death to life involves taking 
certain steps. 
 

1. We become humble, admitting we can't save ourselves.  
2. Pray, asking God for forgiveness. 
3. Desire only God unconditionally. 
4. Repent without reservation, confident in God's mercy.   

 
This total surrender is the only direction available to "get busy 

living."  So, as we enter July with the celebration of our 
Independence Day on the Fourth, let us not forget that the church 
is actually dependent on our Heavenly Father for our healing.  And 
the best part is that we have God's Word on it.                                

 
Blessings,  
Pastor Rick  
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Several times over the 
last decade or so I have 
suggested that you give 
a particular spiritual 
practice a try.  That 

practice is to end each day by answering the 
question “Where did I “see” or “meet” God today?  
It is a practice that can be done by a household of 
people sharing with each other.  But it can also be 
done as an individual reflection.  It’s doesn’t 
require any special resources though I imagine 
some folks might find it meaningful to write their 
answers down in a journal so they can go back and 
reflect from time to time. 
 Recently some of my friends have 
recommended another simple practice that I 
thought I would share with you.  That practice is to 
start or end each day by listing three things for 
which you are thankful.  This too is the sort of 
practice that could be done by a household or by 
an individual.  Some people post their three things 
on social media but that is not required. 

I have seen this practice suggested a possible 
antidote to our culture that seems to be in a 
perpetual state of grumpiness.  Now there are 
legitimate things to complain about.  But if we are 
focused on complaining all the time we just might 
miss some good stuff happening around us and to 
or for us. Thus, the suggestion that we intentionally 
look for things for which we are thankful 

I have seen a mixture of things for which 
people have expressed thanks.  Some are profound 
like getting to hear the voice on the phone of a 
loved one far away.  Some are funny.  Others are 
things we might not think about like the sound of a 
dishwasher. 

The suggestion I saw was to do this for a whole 
month.  That seems like a commitment that might 
feel like a burden more than a joy.  I think I’d 
suggest trying it out for a week.  If it is meaningful 
for seven days I have a hunch you might keep going 
with it for a while. 

If it is not helpful you can always try the old 
favorite I mentioned at the beginning.  And as 
always if you give this a try I’d love to hear what 
the experience was like.

 

Treasurer's Report 
Eleven Months Ending May 31, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating Fund income YTD was $6,300 below 
budget and $6,000 below prior year. Expenses 
were $6,900 below budget and $2,900 below prior 
year. 
 

Capital & Facilities Fund income YTD was $24,700 
above budget (due to Princeton roof special gifts 
and transfers). Expenses were $27,400 above 
budget (again due to Princeton roof project). 
 

Our Combined Fund Balance is up $500 from the 
prior month, and down $11,400 YTD. 
 

 

Directory Updates 
 
Marie Chambers has a different address 
for her mail.  Please contact the church 
office for more information. 

 
 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

There will be no Wednesday Bible 
Study in July.  You are invited to join 
Pastor Rick in August for more study 
and conversation on the Book of Corinthians.  
Great fellowship and snacks are provided. 

 

Bulletin Board 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

July 2 – “No Room at His Table” 

Luke 15:1-7; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

July 9 – “Warning and Instruction” 
Numbers 21:4-9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 

July 16 – “Is There Freedom in 
Responsibility” 
Luke 10:25-28; 1 Corinthians 10:23-1:1 
 

July 23 – “All Things Being Equal” 
Luke 15:20-24; 1 Corinthians 11:2-16 
 
July 30 – “Home, Take Out, or Holy Meal” 
Isaiah 43:16-19; 1 Corinthians 11:17-22, 27-34 
 
 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

July 5  July 14 
 Suzanne Presley  Alaina Higgins 
July 8  July 15 
 Ella Arthur  Willetta Jones 
July 12  July 18 
 Lacey Stephen Zuretti  Linda Youmans 
   July 19 
    Allison Curry 
   July 31 
    Trevor Crawley 
 

 
White Rock Center of Hope  

Sunday, July 9th 

  

Canned Meat, Canned Fruit,  
and Macaroni and Cheese 

 
 

Sandwich Sunday - July 31st  
 
 
 

  
Sign-up sheets are on the glass table in the hallway. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
The Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation will be held 
July 16th immediately after 
the worship service.  During 
that meeting, we will approve Reverend Brooks’ 
Terms of Call, elect 3 members of the congregation 
to serve on the Nominating Committee, and 
receive Annual Reports from each committee.  
Please plan to attend this important meeting. 

 

 
New Elders and Trustee to Be Installed 

 

The newly elected elders, Ed 
Blair, Bill Grayson, Charles Miller, 
Becky Page and trustee Alan 
Aulenbach will be installed on 
July 23rd.  Family and friends are 
welcome to attend the 

Installation Service on that Sunday. 
 
 

 
 

Our Mission 
“To Know Jesus and Make Him Known” 

Will You? 
 

Using our mission as the theme, the 
Session and other identified groups 
and individuals have started to plan 
for a church-wide revival that will be 
held October 6 – 7 this fall.  Please 
mark your calendars.  The Rev. 

Freddie Orr, senior pastor of Owenwood United 
Methodist Church, has been invited to be a 
spiritual leader for our revival.   
 “Revive us, and we will call on your name.  Restore 
us, O Lord God Almighty; make your face shine 
upon us, that we may be saved.” 
 

Psalm 80:18 

Blood Drive July 23 
9:00 – 12:00 

 

Upcoming Events 
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FBC Frankston, TX – Use of Family Center – July 9-14 
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MEN’S WALK - September 21-24 WOMEN’S WALK – November 9-12, 2017 
 

WHAT IS THE “WALK TO EMMAUS”? 
 

A Journey with Christ 
 

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and walked with 
them. - Luke 24:15 
 

The walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins with a three-day 
short course in Christianity. It is an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is 
revealed to you through other believers. 
 

WHAT HAPPENS ON THE EMMAUS WEEKEND?  
You will enjoy three days of singing, learning, laughing, worshiping, reflecting, praying and participating in 
small groups.  Discussions center around fifteen talks given by laity and clergy.  These talks present the theme 
of God’s grace, how that grace comes alive in the Christian community and how it is expressed in the world.  
You’ll also discover how grace is real in your life, how you live a life of grace, and how you bring that grace to 
others.  

Mission: 
Empowering Leaders to be the hands and feet of Christ 

For more information and an application, please contact Kim Price or the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Meeting of the Session, May 15, 2017 
 

• Motion passed for First Baptist Church, Frankston, Texas, to use the Family Center for overnight 
accommodations, Sunday July 9 – Friday July 14, while on a mission trip to Buckner Children’s Home. 

• Motion passed to affirm the policy to pay half of the fee from Camp and Conference Fund for a child to 
attend camp, as amended.  

• Motion passed that Young Life be granted permission to continue use of the Family Center during the 
13 weeks of Summer 2017, (with the exception of Wednesday June 21 & Wednesday July 12), at no 
charge. 

• Motion passed to grant permission that Mercy & Ryan Shea use a Princeton classroom for 9 weeks at 
no charge, to lead Financial Peace University classes or members and friends. 

• Motion passed to approve June 10 or June 17 for a Dog Park Meet & Greet Day, including pet blessings 
by Rick Brooks. 

 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 

My Walk to Emmaus was the best spiritual 
experience of my life.  There was no doubt the 
Holy Spirit was with all of us that weekend.  It 
really made me want to share the experience 
with everyone I know! 
 Kim Price 
 

I really had no idea what I was getting myself into that 
weekend, but Marilyn Jackson and others said, “Trust us, 
you won’t be disappointed.”  I was not disappointed.  It 
was one of those life experiences I’m glad I didn’t pass 
up.  Men of St. Mark:  I strongly encourage all of you to 
take the Walk to Emmaus!  Don’t miss out on this great 
experience.  George Schingle 
 



 

 

 

Rome:  Paul and the Underground Church 
Vacation Bible School 

 

 
 

We had a total of 23 kids over the week, with an average of 16 each night, experience the thrill 
of visiting Ancient Rome! 
 

They joined Paul in his cell each day, experienced exotic sights and smells in the Roman 
marketplace, and were carried away by music wafting through the air.   
 

Kids and adults experienced what daily life was like in Rome!  They explored the Roman 
marketplace, tiptoed past watchful Roman guards, were encouraged by first-century Christians 
who meet in a dark cave, and visited Paul for daily discoveries about God’s love. 
 

Cool craft projects in the marketplace included the leatherworking shop where they made a 
bracelet, the carpentry shop had tops to build, and the metalworking shop was where they 
created necklaces.  Participants sampled unique treats and played fun games that reinforced 
the daily message.  We would like to thank all our wonderful volunteers who made it all 
possible.  The St. Mark congregation is awesome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

    

 


