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CALENDAR REMINDERS 

February 5th –  Souper Bowl 
of Caring Sunday 

February 11h – Mini Work 
Day  

February 19th – 9:00 a.m. 
Blood Drive 

February 19th – 12:00 Soup 
Luncheon 

February 26th – 11:45 
Kitchen Table Talk 
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Religious life in America has been profoundly influenced by what are 
generally deemed "awakenings" by church historians.  The first of two 
"Great Awakenings" occurred in the Colonies from about 1730 lasting 
about twenty years and the second occurred about one hundred years 
later in what was then called the western frontier.  These awakenings were 
marked with fervent preaching resulting in sometimes whole communities 
being baptized. Conversions to the Christian Faith were only part of the 
story.  Once sinners were saved, they often asked, "what now?"  The 
answer was usually an emphasis on mission.  This was particularly true of 
the Second Great Awakening that is usually credited with the beginnings of 
the abolitionist movement.  A third Great Awakening took place in the late 
19th and the early 20th centuries and answered the "now what?" question 
with what is called the Social Gospel, primarily grounded in Matthew 
25:31-46. 
  

I've regularly wondered what would happen if churches in America 
experienced a great awakening in the 21st century.  What would our 
churches look like?  What would St. Mark Presbyterian Church look like?  If 
the Holy Spirit moved in ways we didn't expect, how would we react to the 
change He brought?  What if He made us uncomfortable instead of 
offering comfort ...for a change?  Would the Holy Spirit move us into new 
ministry opportunities? What is ministry in the first place? I appreciate 
what Henri Nouen says:  
  

“Ministry means the ongoing attempt to put one's own search for 
God, with all the moments of pain and joy, despair and hope, at 
the disposal of those who want to join this search but do not 
know how." 

  

If I know anything about St. Mark Presbyterian Church, it's that we have 
plenty of experience with pain and joy, despair and hope.  So actually, 
we've already been equipped to reach out to others in this search.  All we 
need now is some directions on where to place our experience at God's 
disposal so we can join Him in what He is already doing.  It's just that now, 
we may be led by the Holy Spirit into some new places that we've never 
considered.  Our eyes become awakened in the process. It might not be 
comfortable, but it would be a great awakening.  
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 

 

St. Mark Connection 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

February 5 – “Not a Spectator Sport”  

Isaiah 1:16-18; Hebrews 10:19-25  

Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 

February 12 – “What a Fellowship”  

Ephesians 2:11-22; Philippians 1:1-11 

 

February 19 – “Apart or A Part?”  

1 Timothy 1:12-17; Acts 2:42-47  
 

February 26 – “Doing and Being” 

Matthew 5:13-16; John 15:12-17  

 
 

A Giving Heart  
The Many Missions of St. Mark 

 

Soup’s On! 
 

Please plan to stay for lunch after worship on 
Sunday, February 19.  The Fellowship Committee 
will provide a variety of hearty soups, accompanied 
by bread, crackers, cornbread and dessert.   
 

At the luncheon, you can learn more about the 
many ways that we help others. The Mission and 
Outreach Committee will display information about 
the various outreach efforts of St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church.  Let’s celebrate together the 
big giving heart of our congregation. 

 

 
Kitchen Table Talk 
Sunday, February 26th  

 

The Stewardship & Finance Committee will present 
an update on the roofing project for Princeton Hall 
(the Sunday School rooms) as well as 
the current status of our back parking 
lot.  Please join us in the sanctuary 
following worship. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

 
Sunday, February 5th  
A simple prayer: "Lord, 
even as we enjoy the 
Super Bowl football game, 
help us be mindful of 
those who are without a 
bowl of soup to eat" is 

inspiring a youth-led movement to help hungry and 
hurting people around the world. 
 

This prayer, delivered by Brad Smith, then a 
seminary intern serving at Spring Valley 
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC, gave birth to 
an idea. Why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time 
when people come together for football and fun, to 
also unify the nation for a higher good: collecting 
dollars and canned food for the needy?  Youth 
could collect donations at their schools and 
churches in soup pots, and then send every dollar 
DIRECTLY to a local charity of THEIR choice.  
 

The senior high youth of Spring Valley Presbyterian 
liked the idea so much they decided to invite other 
area churches to join the team.  Twenty-two 
Columbia churches participated that first year, 
1999, reporting their results so a total could be 
determined, and then sending all $5,700 they had 
raised to area non-profits.   
 

Since then, ordinary young people have generated 
an extraordinary amount of money.   $100 million 
has been raised for soup kitchens, food banks and 
other charities in communities across the country. 
In addition, hundreds of thousands of youth have 
experienced for themselves the joy and satisfaction 
of giving and serving, inspiring people of all ages to 
follow their generous example.  
 

St. Mark is pleased to be a part of Souper Bowl of 
Caring.  All money and food donated will be given 
to the White Rock Center of Hope. St. Mark 
children and youth will be collecting donations 
after the worship service Sunday, February 5th.  
Thank you all for your support over the years. 
 

Joanne Szalay

More upcoming events on the last page. 
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Treasurer's Report 

Six Months Ending December 31, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Fund YTD income was $1,900 below 
budget and YTD expenses were $2,900 below 
budget. 
 

Capital and Facilities Fund YTD income was $300 
above budget and YTD expenses were $2,100 
below budget. 
 

Our Combined Fund Balance is down $300 from the 
previous month and up $4,400 from the beginning 
of our fiscal year. 
 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark! 
 

St. Mark’s pantry IS IN NEED of the following items. 
 

Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Vienna Sausages 
Fruit cups 
Peanut Butter 
Crackers 
Soups (with pop top lids) 

 
 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, February 12th  
  

Canned Meat, Canned Fruit, and 
Macaroni and Cheese 

Sympathy 
 

Our sympathy to the family of Pat Cannon upon her 
death January 8, 2017.   Pat and her 
husband Bob were charter 
members of St. Mark.  Pat served 
not only as the first pianist and 
organist, but as the first church 
secretary as well, while Bob served as chairman of 
the first nominating committee. 
Pat served many years as pianist for the Gleaners 
Sunday School class.  A memorial service for Pat 
was held at St. Mark on January 14th. 
 

Our sympathy to the family of Leonard Esler.  
Leonard passed away on January 25, 2017.  
Leonard was a loyal member of the men’s class 
as well as the Wednesday Bible Study.  Sue 
Duncan reported that Leonard had donated at 
least 78 units of blood, possibly saving 234 lives.  
A memorial service is pending.   
 

Our sympathy also to the family of Frances 
Cockrell who passed away on September 7, 
2016.  A funeral service was held on September 
10, 2016, at Restland Wildwood Chapel.  
 

Prayers for the families of these members are 
deeply appreciated.  They will be missed. 

 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

February 1   February 16 
 Kathy Hale Gary O’Neal 
 Linda Marshall  Jo Ann Parsley 
 Karen Oney February 17 
February 2  Makenna Arthur 
 Rick Brooks February 18 
February 5  Colin Boring 
 Hunter Swift February 19 
 Preston Swift  Gerald Jones 
February 8 February 23 
 Bar Tuinstra  Cade Curry 
February 12  Hannah Moore 
 Rose Marie Stone February 24 
February 15  Flo Phillips 
 Annie Blair February 25 
   Joshua Brown  
   Lucy Roberts 

Bulletin Board 

OPERATING FUND 
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Most of you know I 
have been posting 
weekly “Grace 
Sightings” on the 
bulletin board across 
from the parlor for 

over a year. Each “Grace Sighting” includes the 
story that our children explore in Sunday School 
with the “Growing in Grace and Gratitude” 
resources.  They also include a number of activities 
that folks can do at home to recognize and respond 
to God’s grace as well as celebrate in gratitude. 
 

I’m looking over all four of the “Grace Sightings” for 
this month. They are based on stories from the 
Gospel of Matthew. There’s the “Parable of the 
Sower," Jesus feeding the multitude with a couple 
of fish and a bit of bread, Jesus walking on the 
water, and finally the Transfiguration up on the 
mountain.  They are some wonderful stories that 
many of us have heard dozens of times. But it’s 
always good to review the old stories. As the 
gospel song goes those who “know it best are 
hungering like the rest.”  It’s also fun to read the 
stories when they are told in a way that children 
can understand. 

There are a lot of great activities with each story. 
And they are not just for children. There are quite a 
few that would be meaningful for adults.  There is a 
suggestion to plant something one week.  There 
are suggestions about ways to help other people.  
There are some simple art activities.  There are a 
number of activities designed  to help us think 
about the Jesus and the meaning of the story. 
 

There is always a simple prayer to pray every day of 
the week.  Here is the prayer for the week after 
exploring the Transfiguration: 
 

O God, shine your love and grace into our 
hearts so we can shine and draw people to 
Jesus, the light of the world. Amen 

 

I hope you’ll look over the bulletin board each 
week this month.  And that you try some of the 
activities either by yourself or with family and 
friends.  And I pray that your only grace sightings 
won’t be on the bulletin board.  I hope that you will 
encounter them as you go out and about your daily 
life.  And maybe you will even be a grace sighting 
for someone else. 
 

(Don’t forget the bulletin board is not the only 
place to find “Grace Sightings.”  You can find them 
online at http://www.growinggracegratitude.org 
by clicking on For the Home.)  

 

 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Stated Meeting of the Session, December 19, 2016 

 

 Devotional and prayer by Charlene Taylor. 

 Motion passed to accept the Annual Financial Review. 

 Motion passed to accept the recommendation from the Trustees that we continue with our current 
insurance carriers and coverage for 2017. 

 Reverend Rick Brooks and Elder Charlene Taylor celebrated Communion with Dick Brooks & Yvonne 
Pierce on December 4. 

 Joanne Szalay gave a report from the Stated Presbytery Meeting, Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Fort Worth, Saturday December 10, 2016.   

 It was discovered that Frances Cockrell had died in September. 
 

A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board.
 

http://www.growinggracegratitude.org/


 

 

 

 Mini Work Day 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 11th 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 

 

 
Blood Drive 

 

St. Mark will host its first Blood Drive in 2017 on 
February 19th from 9 am until 
12:30 pm.  There is a tremendous 
need for blood in the Dallas area at 
this time.  Please plan to donate, if 
you can.  Each pint potentially 
saves three lives!!! 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017 
7:15 p.m. 

 
We will observe the beginning  

of Lent on Ash Wednesday  
with worship, communion  

and the imposition of ashes.  
 

“…for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
Genesis 3:19b 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline is February 17th.  
Articles and information for the 
newsletter can be emailed to Kat 
Hutchings at office@saintmarkchurch.org. 
 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org

