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CALENDAR REMINDERS 

December 3 – Volunteers to 
the Bridge 

December 10 – 10:00 am 
Dog Park Christmas Party 

December 11 – 4:00 pm 
Choir/Handbell Christmas 
Program 

December 18 – 10:30 
Service of Lessons and 
Carols 

December 18 – 12:00 
Christmas Luncheon 
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The Advent season is not fast approaching.  It's here right now.  Advent's 
arrival didn't ask us for permission to enter.  Yet it's no intruder into our 
already overscheduled lives.  Advent is actually a wakeup call, encouraging 
us to prepare our hearts and minds for the Good News of Jesus to transform 
us by the power of the Holy Spirit into who God intends for us be, not for our 
own glory but for His.  Even if it appears inconvenient and we're not certain 
we're ready for this change, Advent still shakes us up.  I appreciate the way 
Madeline L'Engle says this time of anticipation often seems to take us by 
surprise in her poem, "First Coming". 
 

He did not wait till the world was ready, 
till men and nations were at peace. 
He came when the Heavens were unsteady, 
and prisoners cried out for release. 
 

He did not wait for the perfect time.  
He came when the need was deep and great. 
He dined with sinners in all their grime, 
turned water into wine. 
 

He did not wait till hearts were pure. 
In joy he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 
To a world like ours, of anguished shame 
he came, and his Light would not go out. 
 

He came to a world which did not mesh, 
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh 
the Maker of the stars was born. 
 

We cannot wait till the world is sane 
to raise our songs with joyful voice, 
for to share our grief, to touch our pain, 
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice! 

 
This Advent season let us pause from our activities,  
take a deep breath, and know that indeed God has  
wrapped Himself in human form because He so loved  
the world.  Then let us rejoice with the angels.  
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 

 

St. Mark Connection 
9999 Ferguson Road   Dallas, TX  75238   214-321-6437 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

December 4 - “Hope” 
Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
Psalm 27:11-14; Isaiah 11:1-10    
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

December 11 – “Joy” 
1 Samuel 2:1-8; Luke 1:46-53  

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

December 18 – Service Lessons and Carols 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 

December 24 – Candlelight Worship 
5:30 – Fellowship 
6:00 - Worship 
 

December 25 – “Peace” 
Isaiah 52: 7-10; Luke 2:8-20     
Christmas Day 
 

 

Dog Park Christmas Party 
 

The Christmas party for our friends 
at the Dog Park will be held 
Saturday, December 10th, from 
10:00 to noon.  Bring your dog and 
take a photo with Santa or stop by 
for wassail and greet our friends 

and neighbors!  Contact Bar Tuinstra, Dog Park 

Chair if you have any questions. 
 
 

The Sock Tree 

 
The sock tree is an opportunity to bless others with 
our Christmas spirit!  Please leave your gift of socks 
by the tree in the parlor.  The socks given last 
Christmas were appreciated by so many!  Thank 
you, St. Mark congregation – your generosity at 
this special season brings warmth and caring to the 
needy and homeless in our city. 

Save The Dates and Mark Your Calendars 
Upcoming Events at St. Mark 

 

The Holidays are here and we have many activities 
at St. Mark. 
 

December 11:  Enjoy the annual 
musical presentation from the 
Sanctuary and Bell Choirs as they 

present  ”Sing with the Angels.”  
The performance begins at 4 pm.  A 
light reception in the Parlor will follow the concert. 
 

December 18: “Lessons and 
Carols,” a service of music and 
scripture, is presented by the 

Sanctuary and Bell Choirs during the 10:30 am 
worship service.  After the service, please plan to 
join your friends and family for some fellowship, 
food, and fun at a  

Christmas Lunch Buffet!   
Hosted by the Fellowship 
Committee, this will be a fully 
catered delicious meal. 
PLEASE NOTE: Prices for the 
luncheon are $12 for adults and 
$6 for children ages 5 -12. There 
is no charge for children 4 and 
under.  Make reservations with 
Marilyn Jackson or the church 
office.  Reservation and 
payment deadline is December 4. 
 

December 24:  Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service begins at 6 pm.  Friends and 
family are invited to gather before the 
service for refreshments at 5:30 pm. 
 

December 25:  Merry Christmas!! 
After opening gifts, please plan to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas morning at 10:30 
am.  Joy to the World, the Lord is Come!
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Treasurer's Report  
For the Four Months 

Ending October 31, 2016 

Operating Fund YTD income was $400 below 
budget and YTD expenses were $2,200 below 
budget. 
 

Capital and Facilities Fund YTD income was $200 
below budget and YTD expenses were $1,000 
below budget. 
 

Our Combined Fund Balance is up $2,000 from the 
previous month and up $1,000 from the beginning 
of our fiscal year. 
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

December 2   December 13 
 Phyllis Miller Alex Crawley 
December 3 December 14 
 Terry Curry  Becky Page 
 Collin Stephen December 15 
December 6  Ron McMahon 
 Voni Robinson December 21 
December 7  Jana McIntosh 
 Leigh Taylor December 27 
December 9  Clint Taylor 
 Pam McGuire December 29 
December 10  Sheila Wahl 
 Randall McGee December 31 
December 11  Diane Thornton 
 Mary Moffitt Emily Stephen 

 

Special Christmas Offering 
 

St. Mark members are asked to open their hearts 
for our Special Christmas Offering. Half of the 
funds received will go to the Joy Offering and half 
will go to the Ministry of Hope in Malawi, Africa.  
 

The Joy Offering provides support for retired and 
active pastors and 
church workers and 
their families, as well 
as support for the 
racial-ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA).  
 

The Ministry of Hope serves orphans, infants and 
widows in rural Malawi, 
Africa. Our offering this year 
will be used to provide 
scholarship support for 
children from the villages 

served by the Ministry of Hope who are attending 
high school, college and vocational trade schools.  
 

The Session has set a goal of $5,000 for this year’s 
offering. Please prayerfully consider your gift to the 
offering as a reflection of your gratitude for the 
multitude of blessings that you have received. 
 

 

White Rock Center of Hope 

Sunday, December 11th  
  

Bring your donations and place them 
in in the baskets in the hallway. 

 

Needs 
Canned meat, mac and cheese 

Deodorant and feminine hygiene products 
Jackets and warm clothes. 

 

Sympathy 
 

Sympathy to the family of Olivia 
Munoz.  Olivia’s parents, 
Thomas and Suzanne Munoz are 
former members of St. Mark.  A 

memorial service celebrating the life of Olivia was 
held at St. Mark on Saturday, November 6, 2016.  

Bulletin Board 
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Welcome New Members 

 

We are so happy to welcome the following new 
members who joined the fellowship of St. Mark on 
Sunday, November 20, 2016.   
 

Pattie Gooch 
Dallas TX  
 
Phillip Lloyd 
Dallas TX  
 
We are grateful to God for each one of our new 
members, that they have found their way here, and 
have decided to make a commitment to this faith 
community. 
 
For more information, please contact the church 
office. 
 

 

New Sanctuary Lighting 
 

Please notice that all of the 
fixtures in the Sanctuary have 
now been updated with new 
LED technology bulbs. The 
room is now brighter and 
much more efficient in terms 
of electricity use, with 

projected savings of approximately $1,000 per 
year. We also expect savings in future bulb 
replacement costs with the longer life bulbs, and 
perhaps a savings in summer A/C costs with the 
cooler bulb technology. 
 
Thanks go to the Men’s Bible Class for providing 
the funding for purchasing the new bulbs, and 
special thanks to Daniel Robinson once again for 
fabricating and donating the lighting control 
system for the sanctuary, still working flawlessly 
after 20 years. 
 
 

New Address 
 

Norma Murray 
Rockwall, TX 
Please contact the church  
office for address information. 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Newsletter Deadline is December 16th.  Articles 
and information for the newsletter 
can be emailed to Kat Hutchings at 
office@saintmarkchurch.org. 
 

If you would like your copy of the newsletter 
emailed to you, please contact Kat at the church 
office. 
 

Current and past newsletters can also be read 
online at www.saintmarkchurch.org.  Click on 
media. 
 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark! 
 

Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Vienna Sausages 
Fruit cups 
Peanut Butter 
Crackers 
Soups (with pop top lids) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What a joy it is to be a part of the ministry 
at St. Mark Presbyterian Church.  The 

staff wishes you peace, love, and joy this 
Christmas and throughout the coming year.   

 

Pastor Rick Brooks 
Gary O’Neal 

Rev. Dr. Randall McGee 
Kat Hutchings 

Bob King 

Elaine Burgess 

Bulletin Board 

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org
http://www.saintmarkchurch.org/
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It’s the December newsletter. Almost every year focuses on the season of 
Advent and preparation for the celebration of Christmas.  This year will be no 
different. It’s easy to either get caught up in that hoopla or get so annoyed by it 
that we lose the real focus of Advent and Christmas.  Once again, this year I am 
going to share some suggestions for Advent and Christmas that may help keep 
things focused.  I have listed versions of these several times in the past.  

 

Last year I offered the words of the late Fred “Mr.” Rogers: 
"My mother would say to me, 'Look for the helpers.  You will always find people who are helping.'  To 
this day, especially in times of disaster, I remember my mother's words, and I am always comforted by 
realizing that there are still so many helpers — so many caring people in this world." 

 

I thought that those words could be the foundation of a great discipline for the Advent season.  I still think that 
is true.  In the midst of everything else that you may be doing, look for the helpers you see each day.  Watch 
for them.  Take note of them. Make a list of them either mentally or physically with paper or device.  Take 
some time each day to give thanks for all of them.  Give thanks to God each evening or morning for all of the 
tasks that they are willing to do. 
 

Here are some other activities that you might find helpful.  None of them are particularly complicated.  I think 
these can work in most any household whether that household consists of one person or a house full of 
people. 
 
* Make it point to take some time to give to others beyond your household. Try sharing small gifts or acts of 
kindness with other people.  You may want to focus on folks who rarely experience such things.  It could be as 
simple as a card, phone call, or even an e-mail.  (And don’t forget to allow others to share acts of kindness 
with you.  Sometimes it is more challenging to receive than to give.) 
 

* Here’s something to try if you decorate your home.  Since Advent is a time of waiting and preparation try 
putting your decorations up in deliberate stages all through the season instead of doing it all at one time.   If 
some of your decorations are connected to very special people and memories pause and say a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the gift of those times and people. 
 

* Read the Christmas story from the Gospel of Luke before you open any presents.  It only takes a few minutes 
and gives us a chance to pause for a moment before we tear into the wrapping paper. 
 

* Take a look at your church directory.  Each day during Advent pray for a couple of the households in the 
directory.  Pay particular attention to those folks you have not seen in a while and to those households that 
you know have undergone major changes in the last year or so. 
 

I hope you have a meaningful Advent and a Blessed Christmas. 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Stated Meeting of the Session, October 17, 2016 

 Approved the baptism of James Thomas Nelson.   

 The New Life Assessment Leadership Team will meet with Ron Holloman on Sunday October 23.  Rick 
Brooks will attend a session with Ron Holloman and 5 other pastors on October 20-21. 

 The Christian Education Committee is in the process of updating the Child Protection Policy. 

 Mission and Outreach Committee announced that St. Mark won Synod of the Sun Video Bank video 
challenge.  The film submitted won $500 for the Dog Park.   

 Stated Presbytery Meeting, First Presbyterian Church, Kilgore, Thursday October 6, 2016, all day.  Jerri 
Shevlin & Dick Waters served as commissioners.  There was discussion about Lebanon and Syria. 

 
A full set of Session minutes are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


