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Teri and I once took a week-long vacation on a cruise ship to the 
Virgin Islands. We were regularly entertained by an energetic Italian 
waiter who loved to sing "Happy Anniversary to You" with mucho 
gusto to couples celebrating that special event.  Markers of time like 
anniversaries are important to relationships.  They allow us an 
appreciation of where we've been and what we've been through 
together.  On July 26th, Teri and I celebrated our 42nd wedding 
anniversary.  And August brings the ninth-year anniversary of our 
time with the congregation of St. Mark Presbyterian Church. 
Reflecting on this occasion, I want to let you know how much we 
appreciate the support, fellowship, and love you've extended to us. 
We truly love our church home.  It's exactly that, a home.  If it's true 
that home is where the heart is (and I suspect it is true), then our 
hearts are truly home.  
 
While the past is important, it is also important to discern what God 
is doing now and where He wants us to go in the future.  In short, we 
need a vision. Many of you are familiar with the King James Version's 
rendering of Proverbs 29:18: "Where there is no vision, the people 
perish; but he that keepeth the law, happy is he." I don't always 
agree with Eugene Peterson's paraphrases, but he does a fine job in 
The Message with this same verse: "if people can't see what God is 
doing, they stumble all over themselves; but when they attend to 
what he reveals, they are most blessed."  We at St. Mark may have a 
direction we believe this church should go, but God's plan is the one 
that must prevail.  As Abraham Lincoln once said, "Sir, my concern is 
not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be on 
God's side, for God is always right."  As Presbyterian Christians, we 
are called to discern God's vision together while being guided by the 
Holy Spirit and instructed by the Bible which, in turn, informs our 
Constitution (Book of Confessions and Book of Order.)  Over the 
course of our next year at St. Mark Presbyterian Church, let us 
redouble our efforts to seek God's vision for the church through 
prayer and Bible study, centered on our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ.  
Then, next summer, let's have a 10th anniversary together.          
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Rick 
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Treasurer's Report  
Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 + INCOME       - EXPENSE  
 

Operating Fund income YTD was $8,600 below 
budget and $5,900 below prior year. Expenses YTD 
were $7,400 below budget and $2,900 below prior 
year. 
 

Capital & Facilities Fund income YTD was $24,600 
above budget (due to Princeton roof special gifts 
and transfers), and expenses were $27,600 above 
budget (again due to Princeton roof project). 
 Our Combined Fund Balance is down $2,800 from 
the prior month, and down $14,200 YTD. 
 
 

Thank You!!! 
 

We are so blessed to be a part of St. 
Mark’s loving and praying fellowship.  
Your prayers have uplifted us when we 
needed it daily. 
 

John is recuperating and adjusting to a new life 
style. 
 

Blessings to you all.  John and Melba Hale 
 

 

Sympathy 
 
Sympathy to the family of former 
member Dortha Mae Finklea.  Dortha 
Mae passed away on July 17, 2017.  
Funeral service was at Grove Hill on July 22, 2017. 

Blood Drive Results 
 

The Blood Drive on July 23rd brought in 9 
donors which resulted in 6 whole blood 

units.  Thanks to all who gave, to 
all who tried to give and to those 
who gave at satellite sites.  St. 
Mark potentially saved 18 

lives.  That's a lot in this Texas HEAT! 
 

 

A Note from Fellowship 
 

Food that is left over from a church gathering must 
be taken home unless it is to be used for another 
event.  If that is the case, please label that food 
item with Save for “name of event and date.” 
Also, please label (in the same 
manner) food items that are in the 
Austin Hall kitchen refrigerator.  If 
they are not labeled, they will be 
thrown away.   
 

Thank you,  
The Fellowship Committee 
 

 

Directory Updates 
 

William and Alaina Higgins 
King City, MO  64463 
 

Bob and Betty Skinner 
 Oak Leaf, TX  75154 

 

New Email for: 
Neill Howard and Becky Page  
Please contact the church office for more details. 
 

 

White Rock Center of Hope  

Sunday, August 13th  
  

Canned Soup, Canned Corn, Canned 
Beans, (other than green beans), 
Canned Meat Products (chili, stew, 
spaghetti & meatballs, etc.), Canned 
Fruit, Canned Veggies, (other than beans & corn), 
Packaged Pasta  
 
 

Bulletin Board 
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Earlier this year I mentioned that this fall will be the 500th 

anniversary of the beginning Protestant Reformation.  As we near 
the end of summer and approach a new school year I am thinking 
about the connection between the Reformation and education.  It is 
an important connection.  And it is one that we maintain here at St. 
Mark. 

If you had dropped by a gathering of Presbyterian church educators in 2009 there is 
a good chance at least one person would have been wearing a t-shirt bearing an image of 
John Calvin along with the words “Calvin was an educator.”  It was a way of recognizing the 
500th anniversary of Calvin’s birth.  But it was also true.  Calvin along with all the early 
leaders of the Reformation was an educator.  

The Reformers had to be educators.  They held to the doctrine of the priesthood of 
all believers.  Part of this doctrine was the belief that every believer had the right and 
responsibility to read, study, and interpret scripture within the context of the Christian community.  In order 
for believers to be able to live out this doctrine they needed to be taught.  That meant there was a need for 
materials to facilitate teaching and learning.  People needed to be taught to read.  But they also needed the 
Bible to be translated into common languages.  And they needed things like catechisms, confessions, Bible 
commentaries and longer works like Calvin’s “Institutes of the Christian Religion” to help them in their 
exploration of the Bible. 

The Presbyterian wing of the Reformation has always embraced this focus on education.  There is a 
long tradition of referring to ordained ministers as Teaching Elders. In this country Presbyterians started many 
schools and colleges.  As the frontier moved west in many places Presbyterians organized a Sunday School 
even before a congregation with a resident minister was established.  

St. Mark is a part of this long tradition.  All the pastors I have worked with have taught and enjoyed 
teaching. And they have enjoyed learning!!  Many members are involved in teaching and learning both within 
the congregation and in the wider community.  Our congregational educational program is not a large one. But 
it is a diverse one offering several types of learning opportunities.  There is Sunday School, VBS, Emmaus 
groups, and Wednesday Bible study to list a handful.  This year we had elementary aged children go to Camp 
Gilmont for the first time in many years. The Christian Education Committee is always exploring new 
possibilities for providing opportunities for the St Mark community to grow in faith. 

 

 

JOIN US! 
 

Notice to all Gamers:  We will have a game night (no gambling) at St. Mark, on August 
5th from 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.  Bring your favorite game, snacks, and non-alcoholic 
beverage.  Invite a friend or couple to join you.  We will clean the parlor and kitchen 
following the games in preparation for Sunday worship services. 
  
Please RSVP to Sheila Wahl, Cathy Schingle, or George Schingle with the number you 
will have in your party.  Hope to see you all there for a fun event.  
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 

 

August 6 - “A Little Food and Some Big Water” 
Matt 14: 13-36; Psalm 105:1-11 
Rev. Dr. Randall McGee 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

August 13 –  
“Caution:  Holy Spirit at Work” 
Romans 10:8-13; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11  
 

August 20 – “A Whole in One”  
Galatians 3:23-29; 1 Corinthians 12:12-20      
 

August 27 – “Being Body Builders”  
Romans 12:13-16; 1 Corinthians 12:21-26      
 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on 
Wednesday, August 9th at 10:30 
a.m. in the parlor.  Please join 
Pastor Brooks for an always 
insightful look at scripture and 
current events.  

 

 

Book Review 
 

 

 

 

 

Book Review by Rose Mary Rumbley 
Based on the book 

Old Age: A Beginner’s Guide 
 

This Book Review, benefiting Presbyterian 
Children’s Homes and Services of Texas, will be on 
Tuesday, August 15th at Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church, 6550 Samuell Boulevard, Dallas, TX  75228. 
 

10:00 a.m. Reception 
10:30 a.m. Book Review 

 

 

School Supplies Needed 

Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services 
 

Friends, we invite you to help the Jr. High & High 
School Students in PCHAS get ready for the 
new school year.  Items needed-- 
backpacks (without wheels), 
ballpoint pens, #2 pencils, 
composition notebooks, 
highlighters (various colors), 
scissors (for high school), loose-leaf paper (college 
ruled), pocket folders, flash drives. 
 

Please bring your items to church and to the 
baskets in the hallway near the office before 
August 20th.  Thank you for helping us prepare the 
children we serve with supplies so they can have a 
fun and successful school year. 
 

PCHAS is one of the missions St. Mark has worked 
with for many years! 
 
Thank you! 
Mission Committee  
 

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 

August 5  August 17 
 Anna Duncan  Stephany Brown 
 Charlene Taylor August 18 
August 6   James Carver 
 Ed Blair August 19 
 Pat McCloud  Charlene Ramsay 
August 9  August 20 
 Chuck Hathaway  Ben Blair 
 Katie Moore August 22 
August 10  Jerri Shevlin 
 Michael Bell August 23 
 Maylea Higgins  Duncan Guinnee 
August 14 August 27 
 Elizabeth Cantu  Karen Ellis 
August 15  Katherine Husted 
 Cecilia Grayson August 29 
 Samantha Moore  Susie Miller 

Upcoming Events 
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Our Mission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church-Wide Revival 
October 6-7 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
 

The Rev. Freddie Orr, Interim Pastor, Metro District, N. Texas Conference, United Methodist 
Church, has been invited to be a spiritual leader for our revival.  His spiritual 
path has involved lifelong church membership (24 years of it at St. Stephen 
UMC), lay leadership, and much community involvement through such 
programs as Habitat for Humanity.  He felt his call to fulltime ministry in 2008.  
Freddie currently is participating in the Course of Study School (COSS) program 
offered by the North Texas Conference as an extension of the Perkins School of 
Theology Course of Study at SMU. 
 

As we anticipate our revival, we are encouraged to pray as we plan it.  As you have seen by our 
weekly emails, members of the committee have shared their personal prayers.  We hope you 
will pray individually and seek God's blessings for this spiritual event as we move toward 
October. 
 

“Revive us, and we will call on your name.  Restore us, O Lord God Almighty;  
make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.” 

 

Psalm 80:18 
 

 
 
 
 

REVIVAL LOGO CAPTURES OUR MISSION 
Special thanks to St. Mark member Ellen Roberts for designing our revival logo.  You'll recognize that it includes St. 
Mark's mission statement, as well as a heart as the palm of a hand.  When we feel that mission in our hearts, then we 
become the hands of Jesus with our service. We feel this is a great way to depict the spirit of our upcoming revival.  
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Your Session, 2017-2018 
 

Session has 4 newly installed members. Class of 2020 ruling elders, Ed Blair, Bill Grayson, Charles Miller and 
Becky Page, were installed into active duty on July 23, 2017.  Alan Aulenbach was installed as trustee for the 
class of 2020. 
Session meets on the third Monday of each month.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please 
contact any of the active elders listed below. 
 

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020 
Annie Blair Teri Brooks Ed Blair 
Lorraine Stephen Jeff Taylor Bill Grayson  
Joanne Szalay Leigh Taylor Charles Miller 
Dick Waters Jerri Shevlin Becky Page 

 

Thank you to the Class of 2017; Annie Blair, Bill Grayson, Nikki Guinnee, and Charlene Taylor for your hard 
work and dedicated service on the session.   

 
 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Stated Meeting of the Session, June 26, 2017 

• Motion passed to elect Marilyn Jackson to continue as Clerk of Session for 2017-.2018. 

• Motion passed to allow the CASA Group to add up to 5 more meetings a week in their Princeton 
Classroom. 

• Motion passed to set July 16, 2017 for the Annual Congregational Meeting to approve Terms of Call for 
Rev. Brooks, elect three members of the congregation for the Nominating Committee, and present 
Annual Reports from the Session committees. 

• Motion passed to adopt an Operating Fund budget of $196,000 and a Capital and Facilities Fund 
Budget of $26,000.   

 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation, July 16, 2017 

• Motion passed to approve the Pastor’s Terms of Call. 

• Motion was passed to elect Cecilia Grayson, Allison Curry, & George Schingle as member 
representatives on the nominating committee. 

• Motion passed to accept the annual committee reports. 
 

Called Meeting of Session, July 23, 2017 

• Motion passed that Ed Blair, Bill Grayson, Charles Miller, and Becky Page be recommended for 
installation for the class of 2020. 

 

Full sets of the minutes above are available to read on the Session bulletin board. 



 

 

 

Inquirer’s Class – Sunday, August 13th 
12:15 (Pastor’s Study) 

 

If you have been worshipping with us at St. Mark Presbyterian Church for a while and want a 
better understanding of what we’re all about, you may have some questions. 
 

Who are Presbyterians? 
What do they believe? 

What do they do? 
What is their history? 

What has their influence been? 
 
Bring your questions about being Presbyterian to Pastor Rick’s Inquirer’s Class. 
 

 

Mini Church Workday 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 19th.   
Helping hands are needed. 

 
8:30 am: Coffee and Planning 

9:00 am: Work Begins 

 

Pantry Needs at St. Mark, Please! 
 

 
 
 
 
Our cupboard is getting bare.  
Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Saltine Crackers, Granola Bars 
Breakfast Bars, Soups (pop top cans) 
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