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Religious life in America has been profoundly influenced by what are 
generally deemed "awakenings" by church historians.  The first of two 
"Great Awakenings" occurred in the Colonies from about 1730 lasting about 
twenty years and the second occurred about one hundred years later in 
what was then called the western frontier.  These awakenings were marked 
with fervent preaching resulting in sometimes whole communities being 
baptized.  Conversions to the Christian Faith were only part of the story.  
Once sinners were saved, they often asked, "what now?"  The answer was 
usually an emphasis on mission.  This was particularly true of the second 
Great Awakening that is usually credited with the beginnings of the 
abolitionist movement.  A third Great Awakening took place in the late 19th 
and the early 20th centuries and answered the "now what?" question with 
what is called the Social Gospel, primarily grounded in Matthew 25:31-46. 
 
I've regularly wondered what would happen if churches in America 
experienced a great awakening in the 21st century.  What would our 
churches look like?  What would St. Mark Presbyterian Church look like?  If 
the Holy Spirit moved in ways we didn't expect, how would we react to the 
change He brought?  What if He made us uncomfortable instead of offering 
comfort ...for a change?  Would the Holy Spirit move us into new ministry 
opportunities?  What is ministry in the first place?  I appreciate what Henri 
Nouwen says: 

 
“Ministry means the ongoing attempt to put one's own search for 
God, with all the moments of pain and joy, despair and hope, at the 
disposal of those who want to join this search but do not know how." 

 
If I know anything about St. Mark Presbyterian Church, it's that we have plenty of experience in pain and 
joy, despair and hope.  So actually, we've already been equipped to reach out to others in this search.  All 
we need now is some directions on where to place our experience at God's disposal so we can join Him in 
what He is already doing.  It's just that now, we may be led by the Holy Spirit into some new places that 
we've never considered.  Our eyes get awakened in the process.  It might not be comfortable, but it would 
be a great awakening. 
 

Blessings, Pastor Rick 
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Earlier this year I attended a large gathering of 
Presbyterian Church Educators.  When I return 
from an event I try share with you some of what I 
learned.  This year is no exception. 
 

One of the speakers this year was Lillian Daniels.  She 
has done a good bit of research and thinking about 
“The Nones.”  There has been a good bit written 
about these folks in recent years.  You may have seen 
some stories about them in the news.  The number of 
Americans that check “none” when they are asked 
about their religious preference is growing. 
 

Daniels pointed out that The Nones are not all 
alike.  She sees four different groups and they all 
have different reasons for checking the “none” box 
on surveys. These four groupings are: 
 

1. The No Ways.  These are people that have 
been hurt by the church in some way or are 
angry at the church. 

2. The No Longers.  These are people that were 
once part of a church but no longer are.  
Perhaps they left as young adults.  Maybe they 
drifted away when their children were grown.  
Their break with the church was probably not 
as bitter as the No Ways. 

3. The Never Haves.  These people have never 
been part of the church.  Daniels noted that 
they are often the children of No Ways or 
No Longers.  They might be curious about 
the church. 

4. Not Yets .  They have also never been part 
of a church.  But they are more curious than 
number 3.  They may have a hunger to 
experience God.  They may want to know 
more about Jesus. 

 

Daniels pointed out that we often don’t know how 
to interact with the Not Yets.  We tend to talk to 
them like they are No Ways or No Longers, but that 
is not who the Not Yets are.  They are not angry but 
they may have a hunger for a religious life that is 
rigorous, reasonable, and real. 
 

I found this fascinating.  How about you? 
 

Do you know any Nones?  Do they fit into any of 
the four categories?  How do you talk with them 
about your own experience of God?  How do you 
explain to them why you attend worship, sing in 
the choir, or participate in any of the other 
activities at St Mark? 
 

We have a new dog park at St Mark.  We are having 
a Spring Fling later this month.  We may have a 
number of opportunities to interact with Nones 
who live nears us.  Maybe these descriptions will 
help you as you interact with them. 
 

Randall McGee, Director of Christian Education 

 

White Rock Center of Hope 
Sunday, April 10th 

  

Bring your donations and place them in 
in the baskets in the hallway. 

 

Other Needs 
 

Small & Medium toothpastes, bath soap 
 

Clothing Needs  
 

Large size clothing and children’s clothes

Pantry Needs at St. Mark 

 
Chicken, Ham or Tuna Salad Kits 
Vienna Sausages 
Fruit Cups 
Saltines Crackers 
Soups (with pop top lids) 
Granola Bars 
Peanut Butter 
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Sunday Sermons, Scriptures and Events 
 

April 3 
“House Cleaning” 
Psalm 19:12-14; Romans 2:12-16 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
April 10 
“Conscience Contact 
Psalm 46:8-11; Ephesians 4:17-24 
April 17 
“Our Awakening” 
Isaiah 38:16-19; John 15:12-17 
April 24 
“Triumph over Terrorism” 
Romans 8:12-17; Ephesians 6:10-20 

 

Inquirer’s Class 
Wednesday, April 10th - 12:15 p.m. 

  
If you have been worshipping with us at St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church for a while and want a better 
understanding of what we’re all about, you may 
have some questions.  

Who are the Presbyterians? 
What do they believe? 
What do they do? 
What is their history? 
What has their influence been? 

  
Bring your questions about being Presbyterian to 
Pastor Rick’s Inquirer’s Class.  The class will meet in 
the Session Room/Library in Princeton Hall. 
 
 

Old Fashioned Potluck 
 

Fellowship committee 
will host an old fashioned 
potluck immediately 
following worship on 
Sunday, April 17th. 

The congregation is asked to bring their favorite dishes 
to share.  Gary O’Neal will entertain us with old 
favorite hymns.   Cake and ice cream will be provided.

 

  

Treasurer’s Report 
For the Eight Months Ending Feb 29, 2016 

 

Operating Fund 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Operating Fund income YTD was $1,500 above 
budget and expenses YTD were $700 above budget. 
Capital & Facilities Fund income YTD was $1,400 
above budget and expenses YTD were $1,800 
above budget. 
Our Combined Fund Balance is up $2,100 from the 
beginning of our fiscal year. 
  

Detailed financial statements are available for any 
member to review.  Please contact the Treasurer, 
John Carver, or Bill Grayson if you would like to see 
more information. 

 
 

Special Easter Offering Update 
 

Through Easter Sunday, the total 
received for this year’s Special Easter 
Offering is $5,067, once again 
exceeding our goal of $5,000!  
Contributions this year will be 
forwarded to the PC(USA) One Great 
Hour of Sharing programs, and our local ministry 
partners: Presbyterian Village Caring Fund and 
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services. We 
will continue receiving contributions through April 
10, if you wish to support this offering. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed so generously.
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The St. Mark Community Dog Park 
 
We have received many questions about The Dog 
Park since it opened last Fall.  Here are some 
answers to those questions: 
 

At present the Dog Park is always open and there is 
no charge for its use.  The sign-
in sheets tell us it is well used 
and folks regularly leave notes 
of appreciation and thanks to 
the church! We are grateful for 
donations received and will 
have a donation station set up soon. 
 

The DOG PARK RULES are clearly posted at 
both entry gates to keep users and their 
dogs safe.   
 

A much appreciated grant from the 
Presbytery for "a new outreach project" has 
been received.  We thank Randall for his 
help with the paperwork. 

 

At present, Dick Waters is working with Bill 
Oney to get a direct water line into the Dog 
Park. 

 

Thanks to Dorothy Moore for painting and 
donating the platform used for water containers. 
 

The Property Committee has power washed 
the building and plans a new roof edge to 
replace the damaged gutter. 

 

The wall case, broken during a recent storm, has 
been repaired by our friend Stephen (from the AA 
group).  He continues to work with us.  If you have 
discarded wood, a cabinet or hardware, we would 
love to have it! 
 

We are now preparing to take part in St. Mark's 
Spring Fling on April 30.  Our overall goal is to reach 
out to the Community and welcome our neighbors. 
The Dog Park creates an excellent way to do that in 
a casual setting.  If you'd like to help, have 
questions or comments, please contact Bar 
Tuinstra.   

 

God Bless You on Your Birthday 
 
April 1  April 13 
 Ann O’Neal   Mason Brown 
April 3   Doug Duncan 
 Kim Price  April 15 
 Donna Simes   Alice McLean 
April 4  April 20 
 Lindsay O’Leary   Sandra Knapp 
April 6  April 21 
 Pat Cannon   Anne Carlson 
 Souvenir Swift  April 22 
April 8   Patti Aulenbach 
 Noylene Howard   John Carver 
April 9  April 27 
 Kathleen Arthur   Sherri Curry 
 Don McGowan   Jan Pinnell 
April 10  April 30 
 Nikki Guinnée   Bill Grayson 
April 12  
 Joseph Brown 
 Valerie Robinson 
 

Thank you for your prayers, cards and kind 
expressions of good wishes 
following my accident at 
home. I am grateful to be a 
member of a caring church. 
Joanne Szalay 
 

 

Tidbits from Leonard Esler 
Good friends are like stars…you don’t always 
see them, but you know they are always 
there. 

 

GROWING OLD IS MANDATORY 
GROWING UP IS OPTIONAL 

 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF: 
 

Kat Hutchings office@saintmarkchurch.org 
Cecilia Grayson   
 

Articles and information for the newsletter can 
be mailed to these addresses. 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS APRIL 15th  

mailto:office@saintmarkchurch.org


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Spring Fling Open House 

April 30th – 11:00am until 2:00pm 
 

Get to know your neighbors 
Snacks and beverages will be available 

Tour St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
Enjoy live music and games 

Pet Blessings at 11am & 1pm 
Visit the Dog Park 

 

St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
9999 Ferguson Road, Dallas, TX  75228 

214-321-6437 
 

Sunday worship services at 10:30 a.m. 
Visit our website at www.saintmarkchurch.org 
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